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MUKWONAGO — Con-
struction of the Fox River
Bridge along County Trunk
Highway ES (National
Avenue) will begin in mid-
August, and, due to contri-
butions from the impacted
municipalities, the bridge
will remain open through-
out its construction.

The bridge is on the
boundary between Muk-
wonago, the Town of Muk-
wonago and Vernon.

Within the past two
weeks, Vernon and the
Town of Mukwonago
agreed to contribute $5,000
each to keep the bridge
open throughout its con-
struction. Mukwonago
agreed to contribute
$20,000.

Waukesha County Super-
visor and Mukwonago Vil-
lage Trustee Darlene John-
son, who helped communi-
cate with the municipali-
ties on the project, said she
was proud of the contribu-
tions.

“I want the 25th District
to know how proud I am of
the three municipalities ...
working together in cooper-
ation to assure their resi-
dents that this bridge
remain open,” she said.
“Yes, there will be delays
and traffic congestion, but
half the bridge will remain
open during this project,

from mid-August to mid-
November 2020, and I call
that a positive outcome for
our communities.”

Mukwonago Village
Administrator John Weidl
said his village is taking the
lead on their contribution
because they have the
prominent fire and police
services in the area. They
also provide mutual aid to
the area municipalities.

“The area that is not get-
ting covered if it were to
close down, a lot of it falls
to the village’s purview and
obviously our tax base is
significantly larger than
those townships, so we took
the lead on it, we worked it
out, and it’s going to stay
open, so we’re quite happy
all around,” he said.

Vernon Village President
Carl Fortner said the deci-
sion on the contribution
came down to public safety
and he is anticipating the
project finally reaching its
completion after years of
planning.

“The village of Mukwona-
go, portions of their village
are into our village, across
the river, and we have
mutual aid in respect to fire
and EMT rescue,” he said.

Project
The project is spearheaded

by the Waukesha County
Public Works Department
with a bid total of $663,497.

MUKWONAGO

Fox River 
bridge to

remain open
during 

construction

Lisa Bonvissuto and Nolan McCormick enjoy ice cream on a hot Friday at Wholly Cow
Frozen Custard.

Freddie Lorenz and Will Lorenz enjoy ice cream and a shake
at Wholly Cow Frozen Custard in Delafield on Friday.

Cold treats on a hot day

DELAFIELD — A
hot day calls for an
opportunity to cool
down with a sweet
treat, and in Wiscon-
sin, the natural
choice is custard.
Customers stopped by
Wholly Cow Frozen
Custard in Delafield
on Friday and
enjoyed some laughs
over their scoops.

Photos by Nikki Brahm,
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S
DEPARTMENT

New K-9
carries 

on fallen 
soldier’s

name
Late Green Beret’s
memory honored

Submitted photo

Tito, the Waukesha County
Sheriff Department’s newest
K-9, is named after a fallen
soldier and Brookfield Cen-
tral alumnus.

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA – The name
of the newest Waukesha
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment’s K-9 is a meaningful
one. 

Tito, the
new K-9
deputy, is
named after
Staff
Sergeant
Matthew
Thompson,
nicknamed
“Tito,” who died in 2016
during Operation Resolute
Support. 

K-9 Tito’s time with the
department comes after the
retirement of K-9 Justice,
whose last day on duty was
in May after seven years of
service. He now enjoys a
more typical dog’s life at
home with Deputy Kurt
Thompson.

Kurt Thompson is also
Tito’s handler, and the idea
for the new K-9’s name was
his. 

“I went to high school
with Matt,” Kurt Thompson
said. “We were football and
track teammates.” The two
are not related despite shar-
ing a last name. 

Kurt Thompson said after
Matt was killed in 2016, it
stuck with him, and after
Justice retired he reached
out  to  Matt’s  mother  for

Thompson

Campus to
reopen, but more

coursework 
will be online

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

PEWAUKEE — The com-
ing school year will be an
uncharted one for Wauke-
sha County Technical Col-
lege. Not only will the
school be moving forward
with its new year-round
calendar and eight-week
terms, it will be doing so
with an emphasis on
hybrid classes that offer
both online and in-person
components as the COVID-
19 pandemic continues. 

School of Applied Tech-
nology Dean Mike Shiels
said these two changes
work well together, calling
it a “great pairing.” The
new schedule is more
accommodating to a hybrid

approach, while offering
more online components
allows students the flexibil-
ity to get coursework done
on their own time. 

“We as a college had been
positioning ourself with
this eight-week calendar
and our faculty had been
going through a lot of cur-
riculum modifications,”
Shiels said. “It really

aligns well with everything
we’ve been working on.” 

WCTC was already offer-
ing some classes with a
blend of online and in-per-
son experiences, especially
in the management and
leadership areas. Necessi-
ties brought on by the pan-
demic have made it more

WCTC to emphasize
hybrid class format

DPI announcement about 
fall classes coming Monday

MADISON — The Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction is expected to make an announcement
Monday regarding the upcoming school year. Sever-
al school districts, including those in Waukesha
County, have been awaiting guidelines from the DPI
when it comes to plans for reopening in the fall.

Details about what the DPI might disclose are not
known at this time. Local school districts including
Waukesha and Elmbrook have been preparing for
three potential scenarios: a full reopening with pre-
cautions over COVID-19, continuing virtual instruc-
tion, or a hybrid model. 

The DPI’s guidelines may influence local decisions
going forward. 

See WCTC, PAGE 6A

Work to begin mid-August,
end in mid-November

See BRIDGE, PAGE 6A

North Street to close for
skywalk installation 3A

INSIDE

See TITO, PAGE 6A
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Bridge
From Page 1A

Construction will
include a full-depth deck
replacement on each side
of the bridge, a new con-
crete overlay on the entire
deck, the bridge railing
will be reset, the bridge
approaches will be paved
and a new approach
guardrail will be installed.

The project went out to
bid in 2019; however, it was
not awarded a construction
contract due to high cost.
The project went out to bid
again this spring.

Kevin Yanny, senior civil
engineer with the Wauke-
sha County Department of
Public Works, said the deci-
sion to defer the construc-
tion to late summer and
fall was the best fit.

One reason was the time-
line better fit the contrac-
tor’s schedule, and another
was for swallow birds that
nest under the bridge.

“In addition to receiving
some local money by build-
ing it in fall, we eliminate
the need to net the bridge
to prevent swallows from
nesting,” Yanny said. 

“Basically, swallows are a
protected migratory bird ...
we (can) begin construc-
tion either before they
arrive in the spring or after
they leave in the fall, or, if
you want to start construc-
tion mid-summer, which
was the original plan, we
have to spend a good
amount of money to install
netting, which prevents
them from nesting there.”

Yanny also said the least
expensive alternative
would be closing the
bridge; however, the local
municipalities were con-
cerned about the length of
the detour.

Yanny said motorists
should “certainly expect
delays” because the road is
still busy and will be down
to one lane. Temporary
traffic signals will be
installed at each end of the
bridge.

The speed limit will be
reduced to 25 mph and
drivers are encouraged to
seek alternative routes
whenever possible.

The bridge site’s access
to the canoe/boat launch
along Fox River will be
closed throughout con-
struction.

WCTC
From Page 1A

convenient to bring addi-
tional courses into the
fold sooner rather than
later. 

Shiels said crucial expe-
riences, like lab time, will
still be held in person on
campus. He added
WCTC’s lab rooms are
large enough to accommo-
date holding them in per-
son while still maintain-
ing social distancing. 

Some details have yet to
be finalized. “The college
will follow guidelines
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion as well as the Wis-
consin Department of
Health Services and the
Waukesha County
Department of Health
and Human Services as
we move forward with
opening our campus for
fall,” said WCTC Presi-
dent Kaylen Betzig. 

Ongoing practices will
include social distancing,
mandatory face masks,
food service modifica-
tions and intensified

cleaning efforts at both
campuses. 

Students and instruc-
tors will use a program
called Canvas for classes
and coursework, which
was already in use at
WCTC. 

Campuses were initial-
ly closed March 18 and
opened with limited
capacity on June 1. 

Shiels said the
increased flexibility of
hybrid courses is particu-
larly helpful for adult
learners. Students can
review materials on their
own time and go over it as
many times as needed. 

“We have a lot of great
simulations, whether it’s
on equipment or proce-
dures (they’re) really
helpful for the students,”
he said. “It really rein-
forces what the instruc-
tors are teaching.” 

WCTC paramedic stu-
dent Jefferson Hankins
previously told The Free-

man he’s enjoyed some
aspects of remote learn-
ing and realized there are
“a lot of positives” to the
format. Lab scenarios,
typically shared verbally
in person, were moved to
online video for students
to form impressions of
what they see. Hankins
said he liked that
approach better. 

Other local schools are
adapting as well. Carroll
University in Waukesha
announced earlier it will
welcome students back to
campus in the fall, with
new safety protocols in
place like single-occupan-
cy residential rooms and
pickup dining options. 

Shiels said he antici-
pates many other colleges
and universities will
adopt hybrid formats for
classes going forward. 

“It’s a national trend,”
he said. “If there is con-
tent in a course we can
deliver virtually, we’ll be
doing that.” He advised
students to keep in close
contact with their
instructors. 

WCTC will open for the
fall semester Aug. 17. 

Tito
From Page 1A

permission to name the new
K-9 after him. “They were
totally good with it,” he
said, adding that “Tito” was
Matt’s nickname among
peers in the armed service. 

Matt Thompson, 28, died
while on foot patrol clearing
improvised explosive
devices in the southern
Afghanistan province of
Helmand. 

In past coverage, Brook-
field Central High School
Band Director Jason
Gillette described Matt
Thompson as a student who
was always engaged and
brought a high sense of
energy to the classroom.
"Students always wanted to
be around him because he
was positive," he said.

Lt. Colonel Kevin Trujillo,
commander of Special
Operations Task Force in
Afghanistan, has described
Matt Thompson as “an
exceptional Green Beret, a
cherished teammate, and
devoted husband.” 

According to his Green
Beret Foundation page,

Matt Thompson’s awards
and decorations include the
Army Commendation
Medal, the Army Good Con-
duct Medal, the Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, the Inher-
ent Resolve Campaign
Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal,
and the NATO Medal.

He was posthumously
awarded the Bronze Star
with Valor device, the
Bronze Star Medal, the Pur-
ple Heart, the Meritorious
Service Medal, and the Com-
bat Infantryman Badge.

“We are proud of all alum-
ni who choose to serve our
country in the military,”
said Elmbrook School Dis-
trict Chief Strategy Officer
Chris Thompson in a state-
ment. “Matthew Thomp-
son’s service and sacrifice
is worthy of this tribute and
so much more. Our partner-
ship with the Waukesha
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and its K-9 unit makes
the designation even more
special.”

Matt Thompson’s memory
lives on with the people who
knew him, and his name
with the Sheriff Depart-
ment’s newest member. 
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