
The Freeman - 02/15/2019 Page : A02

Copyright © 2019 Conley Group. All rights reserved 02/15/2019
February 18, 2019 9:52 am (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Alex Nemec 
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC —
Oconomowoc city staff is
working on options to pre-
sent Yellow Brick Road
and poetry row projects
for downtown
Oconomowoc to the Com-
mon Council. 

Alderman Lou Kowieski
said the Yellow Brick Road
project started out as a
poetry row he proposed to
run along Pleasant Street
next to Fowler Lake Vil-
lage.

“We were going through
the concept and Jeff Sey-
mour from FLV said he
wanted to incorporate a
yellow brick road con-
cept,” Kowieski said. 

“As the conversation
progressed, the yellow
brick road application was
maybe not best served
along Pleasant Street, but
as part of a bigger pro-
gram associated with the
‘Wizard of Oz’ on the City
Hall side of Wisconsin
Avenue.”

Where the path paying
homage to the 1939 classic
will lead, however, is still
under consideration by
staff. 

Kowieski said adding
artistic pieces to the city
like murals and these pro-
posed projects increases
the draw of the city.

“Not only do those
things provide for the
community, but for the vis-
itors that come to the com-
munity is a benefit,” he
said. 

“Some people love
Fowler Lake Village and
some people hate it. When
you can find elements
such as a yellow brick
road or poetry row to tie it
together and provide that
in an area that the commu-
nity gathers and it adds to
the attractiveness of
Fowler Lake Village.”

Economic Development
and Tourism Director Bob
Duffy said the yellow
brick road is a continua-
tion of the revitalization
of downtown. 

“It was discovered there
could be some character
figurines we might be able
to have or might be able to
acquire so we’re trying to
move an initiative for-
ward to make it a show
piece in downtown,”
Duffy said.

The character fig-
urines would include
Dorothy and Toto, the

Wizard of Oz, Scarecrow,
the Tin Man and the Cow-
ardly Lion and would be
located in the courtyard
on Wisconsin Avenue adja-
cent to city hall, Duffy
said. 

Now more than ever peo-
ple are using imaged-
based communication,
Duffy said. 

“I think it could be a
great highlight to do that,
he said. “We put up a cou-
ple murals and we are see-
ing people take pictures by
them all the time.” 

Poetry Row would be in
front of Fowler Lake Vil-
lage, Kowieski said, with
the condominium in
charge of what poetry
quotes are presented along
the sidewalk between the
building and the street.

Duffy said staff hopes to
present the plans to the
council in time for the
March 5 meeting.

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com
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TOWN OF EAGLE — A
total of five candidates are
running in a primary elec-
tion Tuesday for four avail-
able spots on the April elec-
tion ballot where two can-
didates will become Town
of Eagle supervisors. 

Town Supervisors Dan
West and Steve Muth will
run for re-election while
residents Arvy Rasmussen,
Janis Suhm and Ryan
Menghe will contend for
supervisor seats. 

Arvy Rasmussen 
Rasmussen previously

served as a town supervisor
for 10 years before he lost a
re-election in 2016. He is
also on the Fire Commis-
sion and the Fire Board,
but said he would like to
return to his position as
supervisor because he
enjoyed serving the com-
munity. 

“It’s only been two years
since I was a supervisor so
I would pick back up where
I left off,” Rasmussen said.
“There were very few meet-
ings that I missed in those
10 years and I took the
responsibility very serious-
ly.”

Rasmussen said if he were
elected, an important issue
he would cover is the status
of the Town and Village’s
joint fire department,
adding that he has been
engaged in efforts to consoli-
date fire departments with
neighboring communities to
keep costs down. 

“It’s a good money saver
for the communities
involved because you need
less ambulances and fire
engines,” said Rasmussen.
“And that’s cross savings
for the communities. It’s
more economical and I
think it would help with
response times for emer-
gency medical services.” 

As supervisor, Ras-
mussen said he would con-
tinue to keep Town of
Eagle taxes at a low, adding
that if he were elected, he
would still serve on the
Fire Board and Fire Com-
mission. 

“I think we’re one of the
lowest taxed communities
in Waukesha County and
we take pride in that,” said
Rasmussen. “We try to be
as good of stewards as we
can with the people’s tax
dollars.”

Ryan Menghe 
Menghe is running for

election because he wants
to serve as a voice for the
community, he said.
Menghe also said coming to
meetings prepared and
ready to discuss issues
with constituents and to
keep them informed is his
priority. 

“I want to ensure that if
I’m elected, if there’s a
question from the commu-
nity, myself as well as the
board should be able to
respond in an educated
fashion,” said Menghe.
“Having gone to town board
meetings in the last couple
years, I want to bring
accountability and trans-
parency to our community
if I’m elected town supervi-
sor.”

If elected supervisor,
Menghe said he would also
focus on keeping taxes low
by bringing businesses to
the table to develop the
Town of Eagle’s commer-
cial properties, he said. He
added that the community
has an industrial park with
10 lots that have yet to be
filled.

“I would find ways to
work with investors and
developers so that we can
get businesses on those
properties to lower the tax
burden on town residents,”
said Menghe. 

Menghe is a University of
Wi s c o n s i n - M i l w a u k e e
graduate. He completed a
degree in architecture. He
said that his extensive
background as a contrac-
tor, time spent in front of
municipal bodies and his
experience attending Town
of Eagle meetings have pre-
pared him for his role as
supervisor. 

“That experience has
brought me to work in front
of many communities
whether that’s planning
commission or town
boards,” said Menghe.
“Being on the other side of
the table will allow me to be
in a better position as the

town supervi-
sor.”

M e n g h e
and his
neighbor sued

the Town of
Eagle in 2018 for

flooding that has occurred
on his property, alleging
that the flooding is due to
runoff from the nearby
Eagle Town Park.

The court has ordered a
temporary injunction on
the town to prevent any fur-
ther flooding onto his prop-
erty and has given the town
the responsibility to
remove additional flooding,
court records indicate.
Menghe alleges that the
town has not complied with
the temporary injunction
so his attorney filed a
motion to hold the town in
contempt of court. 

Since the motion, the
town has taken the right
steps to comply with the
temporary injunction, how-
ever, the case has not been
settled and is still pending
in Waukesha County Cir-
cuit Court. 

Town Supervisor Robert
Kwiatkowski acknowl-
edged that there was a
pending lawsuit but did not
wish to get into the details
of the case. 

Dan West
West is an incumbent

who has served on the town
board for 14 years and has
also sat on the Zoning
Board of Appeals since
1996. 

West said the town is in
the middle of addressing
several issues including
fire department consolida-
tion and rewriting the
town’s zoning code to
reflect changes mandated
by Act 67, a state law enact-
ed in 2017 that essentially
limits the power of local
governments to deny condi-
tional use permits.

“The board right now has
been working on a lot of
these issues in the past few
years,” said West. “The
knowledge is there to con-
tinue that on. That’s why
I’m staying on because I
want to be there to get
through the section of
these events.”

If elected, West said he
would focus on maintain-
ing the town’s infrastruc-
ture. West said the town
has done an exceptional job
maintaining roads while
borrowing as little money
as possible.

“There are a lot of other
communities that have had
to borrow money for roads
while the town works with-
in its budget,” said West.
“We have to make that bud-
get flexible enough to take
care of the fire department,
library and all the other
organizations.”

West said he would also
continue his work related
to fire department consoli-
dation, which he said has
required a lot of effort from
the sitting town board. 

“That’s a lot of work and
a lot of meetings to be able
to come up with a fire
department’s financial
solution,” said West. “I
don’t want to lose what
we’ve already gained right
now. To start over would be
detrimental.”

Janis Suhm 
Suhm recently retired

from the restaurant indus-
try and is now an assistant
at the local library and con-
tinues to serve on the Eagle
Business Association
Board. She is running
because she feels the town
is straying away from its
agricultural roots, adding
that she is concerned with
the lot sizes of subdivi-
sions that have recently
been proposed in the town.

“The Town of Eagle has
been moving further away
from an agricultural com-
munity by not listening to
the residents’ opinions and
the Smart Growth plans,”
said Suhm. “Residents
should be able to ask ques-
tions or give suggestions
without feeling intimidat-
ed.” 

Suhm added that a rural
atmosphere is an impor-
tant aspect of the commu-
nity that she would like to
maintain. 

“That’s why I moved out
here,” said Suhm. “For the
rural atmosphere and to
have farm animals and I
think that’s why a lot of
people moved out here.”

As a business owner and
a board member of the

Eagle Business Associa-
tion, her experience has
shown her how important
it is to work with local busi-
nesses, residents and the
community to make Eagle a
great place to live and
work, she said. 

Suhm also said if elected,
she would push for more
detailed agendas and meet-
ing minutes so people can
feel more involved while
providing a less intimidat-
ing atmosphere, she said. 

“If we work together with
the chairman, the clerk and
the people, I think it would
be much better,” said
Suhm. 

Steve Muth 
Muth is an incumbent

who has been a town super-
visor since he was elected
in 2017. He also served as
weed commissioner for
three years and has been a
member of the Wellhead
and Grievance Committee
for 15 years. 

“I would like to continue
working with the board to
keep our town taxes one of
the lowest in the county
while at the same time
maintaining important ser-
vices,” said Muth.

As supervisor, Muth said
he would continue to work
on rewriting the zoning
code, a process the sitting
board has been a part of
since Act 67 was written
into law. 

“I’m striving to keep the
town a unique and diversi-
fied area and not a cookie
cutter version of our neigh-
boring areas,” said Muth.
“That’s always been very
important to me.” 

Muth added that his expe-
rience living in the commu-
nity and his various jobs
through the town have
given him the experience
necessary to make
informed decisions as town
supervisor. He also said his
experience is particularly
important when it comes to
rewriting the town’s zoning
code, which is responsible
for protecting the town’s
rural atmosphere.

“We have conditional use
permits so we can mold our
community to keep it a safe
and peaceful place to live,”
said Muth. “I’m looking to
have experienced people to
work with the new town
chairman, whoever he is. I
think that’s going to be
very important especially
with so much stuff on the

2A • THE FREEMAN • FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2019 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

Lottery
Thursday, Feb. 14

WISCONSIN

5 Card Cash  JC-JD-7D-8H-10S 
Pick 3                             4-6-1  
Pick 4                          1-0-4-3  
SuperCash   5-11-14-15-31-39
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5             2-4-20-28-31 

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187

A Trusted Tradition since 1859

The FREEMAN

FREEMAN MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 513-2671 
byorth@conleynet.com

Katherine Michalets - Managing Editor  513-2644
kmichalets@conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director 513-2640   
thaffemann@conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager...513-2690   
pscheel@conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor.......513-2659

NEWS DEPARTMENT
Local News - Katherine Michalets......513-2644

kmichalets@conleynet.com
News at Night - Steve Van Dien.........513-2673

svandien@conleynet.com
Sports - Pat Neumuth..........................513-2667

sports@conleynet.com
Business - Katherine Michalets..........513-2644

kmichalets@conleynet.com
Death Notices - Shana Duffy..............513-2618

obits@conleynet.com
Letters to the Editor - Brian Huber....513-2674

letters@conleynet.com
Newsroom Fax..............................262-542-8259

CLASSIFIEDS: 800-762-6219 Ext: 5005  

HOURS: Monday – Friday  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

Published Tuesday-Saturday except legal holidays.
Postmaster, send address changes to:
The Freeman, P.O. Box 7, Waukesha WI 53187-0007
Postage paid at Waukesha 53186  
USPS 669-740
Periodicals   ISSN Number 1062-9041

Subscription Rates
• By in-county mail
13 weeks.............$57
26 weeks.............$108
52 weeks.............$204

• Out-of-county mail
13 weeks.............$72
26 weeks.............$141
52 weeks.............$276

EZ Buy
.....$17.90 a month with
credit card

Electronic edition 
......$13.67 a month
with credit card

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Department call 
542-2501 or go to www.gmtoday.com/wfhelp.

Speedbump

TOWN OF EAGLE

Five candidates face off 
for primary election

Arvy Rasmussen
Age: 58
Job: Service
representative 
Address: S98-
W36830
Hearthwood
Lane
Years in town:
24
Elected experience: 10 years,
town supervisor

Ryan Menghe
Age: 34
Job: General
contractor 
Address:
W355-S9310
Bennington
Drive
Years in town:
3
Elected experience: 0 years

Dan West 
Age: 61
Job: Business
owner 
Address: S82-
W35200 Mail-
man Road
Years in town:
59
Elected experience: 14 years,
town supervisor

Janis Suhm
Age: 61
Job: Business
owner/ library
assistant 
Address:
W360-S9812
Markham Road
Years in town: 23 
Elected/appointed experi-
ence: 10 years on Eagle Busi-
ness Association Board, 15
years on Waukesha County 4-
H Horse Board

Steve Muth
Age: 70
Job: Retired
Address:
S105-W3710
Estates Drive 
Years in town:
26
Elected experience: 2 years,
town supervisor

ELECTION
2019

Submitted photo

From left: WCTC students Zachary Stoltenberg, Casimir Laska, Robert Stone, Michael
Mault, Lucas Hasby, Elijah Ligrow and Nicholas Mautner.

WAUKESHA — Informa-
tion technology students
from Waukesha County
Technical College compet-
ed against teams from
around the state and took
home top honors at the
Collegiate Cyber Defense
Competition Wisconsin
Qualifier Competition on
Feb. 2 at Northwestern
Mutual Cream City Labs.

The WCTC student team
included Robert Stone
(team captain), Michael
Nault, Zachary
Stoltenburg, Casimir
Laska, Elijah Ligrow,
Nicholas Mautner and
Lucas Hasby.

The team was challenged
with defending their net-
works throughout the day
while completing various
projects and tasks. Serving
as coach, observer and
local judge were instruc-
tors Mark Krzyszkowski,
D.J. Vogel and Jeremy
Bauer.

The hackers defaced
websites, placed ran-
somware on machines,
requested team members
to sing a song to regain
control of machines and
delivered a “bomb” to dif-
fuse. This competition is
designed to emulate at
least one year of on-the-job

security work in one day.
The WCTC team now

advances to the Erich J.
Spengler Midwest Region-
al Collegiate Cyber
Defense Competition
March 15-16 at Moraine
Valley Community College
in Palos Hills, Ill. The
WCTC students will com-
pete against top teams
from Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan,
Ohio, Minnesota and Mis-
souri, with the hope of
advancing to the national
competition in April. This
is the second year WCTC
has taken first in the CCDC
state event.

WCTC students headed 
to regional cyber defense

competition

Oconomowoc exploring 
Yellow Brick Road, poetry row

Path could include murals, character figurines


