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TODAY’S BRIEFING

NATION/WORLD

2 U.S. warplanes crash
off Japan; 1 dead,
5 missing

TOKYO (AP) — One of two
crew members recovered
after two U.S. warplanes col-
lided and crashed off Japan’s
coast early Thursday is dead
and five others remain miss-
ing, the U.S. military said.   

The Marine Corps said the
other recovered crew mem-
ber was in fair condition.   

It said an F/A-18 Hornet
fighter jet and a KC-130 Her-
cules refueling aircraft col-
lided during training at
about 2 a.m. after taking off
from their base in Iwakuni,
near Hiroshima. The seven
crew members included two
in the F/A-18 and five in the
KC-130.   

The Marines said in a state-
ment that the two planes
were involved in routine
training, including aerial
refueling, but that it was still
investigating what was hap-
pening when the accident
occurred.   

The crash took place 320
kilometers (200 miles) off the
coast, according to the U.S.

military. Japanese officials
said it occurred closer to the
coast, about 100 kilometers
and that’s where the search
and rescue mission found the
two crew members. 

Pope to visit UAE 
in first-ever trip 
to Arabian Peninsula

VATICAN CITY (AP) —
Pope Francis plans to visit
the United Arab Emirates in
February to push for Chris-
tian-Muslim dialogue and
peace in the first-ever papal
visit to the Arabian Peninsu-
la.   

The Feb. 3-5 trip to Abu
Dhabi centers around an
interfaith meeting, the Vati-
can said Thursday. Francis
will also have the chance to
meet with political leaders
as well as the UAE’s Catholic
community, which is made
up almost exclusively of for-
eign workers.   

It’s the latest trip to be
announced in what is shap-
ing up to be one of Francis’
busiest years for foreign
travel, with trips to Central
America, North Africa and
now the Gulf confirmed,
and ones to Asia and East

Africa under consideration.   
While Francis has visited

other Muslim-majority
nations, including Egypt,
Turkey and Jordan, the UAE
trip will mark the first pas-
toral visit by a pope to the
Arabian Peninsula. Pope
Paul VI visited Iran in 1970.   

France fears more
riots, deploys over
65,000 security forces

PARIS (AP) — France will
deploy more than 65,000
security forces amid fears of
new rioting at protests Sat-
urday in Paris and around
the nation, despite President
Emmanuel Macron’s sur-
render over a fuel tax hike
that unleashed weeks of
unrest.   

Police unions and local
authorities held emergency
meetings Thursday to strate-
gize on how to handle the
weekend protests, while dis-
parate groups of protesters
did the same thing, sharing
their plans on social net-
works and chat groups.   

Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe told senators
Thursday that the govern-
ment will deploy ‘‘exception-
al’’ security measures for
the protests in Paris and
elsewhere, with additional
new forces on top of the
65,000 security officers
already in place.   

Some ‘‘yellow vest’’
protesters, members of
France’s leading unions and
prominent politicians
across the political spec-
trum called for calm Thurs-
day after the worst rioting in
Paris in decades last week-
end. Many shops and restau-
rants in the center of Paris
plan to shut down Saturday,
fearing a repeat of the vio-
lence.   

Supreme Court seems
likely to keep double
jeopardy exception

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Supreme Court seemed
likely Thursday to preserve a
constitutional rule that
allows state and federal gov-
ernments to prosecute some-
one for the same crime.   

Several justices expressed
concern about upsetting the
long-standing rule that pro-
vides an exception to the
Constitution’s ban on trying
someone twice for the same
offense, even as Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg described it
as a ‘‘double whammy’’ for
criminal defendants.   

The court is considering
the case of federal prison
inmate Terance Gamble. He
was prosecuted by Alabama
and the federal government
for having a gun after an ear-
lier conviction for robbery.   

‘‘Look at the door we’re
opening up,’’ Justice Stephen
Breyer said, mentioning fed-
eral prosecutions for crimes
of racial violence and domes-
tic violence against Native
American women that could
be imperiled with a ruling for
Gamble.   

To that list, Justice Depart-
ment lawyer Eric Feigin
added the massacres in a
Charleston church in 2015
and a Pittsburgh synagogue
in October as examples in
which federal murder
charges might have to be
dropped if Gamble were to
prevail. Thirty-six states that
include Republican-led Texas
and Democratic-led New
York also are on the Trump
administration’s side.   

A party asking to overturn
an earlier ruling must ‘‘not
just show it’s wrong, but that
it’s grievously wrong, egre-
giously wrong,’’ Justice Brett

Kavanaugh said. Justice
Elena Kagan pointed out that
close to 30 justices have voted
at some point to uphold the
exception Gamble wants to
eliminate.   

Man, woman drive from
Arizona to Wyoming
with kids in trunk

CASPER, Wyo. (AP) — A
man and woman admitted
in court they drove from
Arizona to Wyoming with
two children in the trunk of
their car.   

S i x t y - t h r e e - y e a r - o l d
Michael J. Fee and 31-year-
old Amber L. Freudenstein
each pleaded guilty Thurs-
day to two misdemeanor
counts of child endanger-
ment.   

The Casper Star-Tribune
reports Circuit Judge
Steven Brown sentenced
each to 30 days in jail. Fee is
from Peoria, Arizona, and
Freudenstein is from
Tempe, Arizona.   

Sheriff’s officials say a
third party told them the
children reported riding in
the trunk for much of the
900-mile drive while two
German shepherds sat in
the back seat.   

Fee said in court there
was not enough room for
everyone so the children
were relegated to the trunk.
Court documents show the
children are about 6 and 10
years old.

WISCONSIN

Regents OK 3 percent
pay hikes for 
UW System employees

LA CROSSE (AP) —
Regents have approved a
plan to increase pay for
employees of the Universi-

ty of Wisconsin System by 3
percent each of the next
two fiscal years.   

The Board of Regents
unanimously approved the
pay plan at a meeting in La
Crosse Thursday. 

Regents also backed an
identical pay plan for UW-
Madison.   

The proposal calls for full
state funding of the general
wage increase, and comes
after six years of tuition
freezes. The state typically
provides about 70 percent of
the UW System pay
increase with the rest fund-
ed by tuition.   

System officials say pay
raises have trailed inflation
in recent years, and that
faculty salaries continue to
lag behind peer institu-
tions.   

The proposal needs leg-
islative approval and would
start July 1. The UW Sys-
tem has about 39,000
employees statewide.  

Chicago homicide
suspect arrested 
in Stevens Point

STEVENS POINT (AP) —
A man wanted in a Chicago
homicide case has been
arrested in central Wiscon-
sin.    

Federal marshals and
Stevens Point police arrest-
ed the 22-year-old man
Wednesday afternoon near
the University of Wiscon-
sin campus. Police say he
tried to flee as they served a
warrant, jumped out of a
window and ran through a
campus parking lot before
he was taken into custody.    

He was taken to the
Portage County Jail.
Authorities did not identify
the homicide for which the
man is wanted.     

Associated Press

In this aerial photo, Japan's Coast Guard ship is seen at sea
during a search and rescue operation for missing crew mem-
bers of the U.S. Marine refueling plane and fighter jet off Muro-
to, Kochi prefecture, southwestern Japan, on Thursday.

BROOKFIELD — Exhibit
Systems, an exhibit and dis-
play company, has acquired
all assets of KMK Indus-
tries, a Milwaukee-based
firm that designs and manu-
factures trade show
exhibits.

“KMK has been well
respected in the trade show
industry for many years. Its
entire team is passionate
about the same things we are
— creating exceptional face-
to-face marketing environ-
ments and establishing long-
term partnerships with cus-
tomers,” said Richard
Magliocco, president and
CEO of Exhibit Systems, in a
statement. “This acquisition
continues our growth trajec-
tory by expanding our in-
house capacity for producing
custom exhibits. We look for-
ward to working with KMK’s
customers, and introducing
them to additional trade
show marketing services
through Exhibit Systems.”

KMK Industries, led by
Ron and Patti Malliet, has
provided custom and modu-
lar trade show displays for
more than 50 years. The
existing KMK manufactur-
ing facility will remain
operational, with improve-
ments planned to the plant’s
infrastructure. The compa-
ny’s entire team will be
merged into Exhibit Sys-
tems, with more than 45
employees at the new orga-
nization.

KMK will operate as KMK

Industries, a Division of
Exhibit Systems. As part of
the acquisition, Exhibit Sys-
tems will have an exclusive
local partnership with Nim-
lok Company, with capabili-
ties to manufacture portable
displays and customized
systems.

“Exhibit Systems aligns
well with our history of
delivering first-class cus-
tomer service and top-quali-
ty exhibits and displays,”
said Ron Malliet, founder
and president of KMK
Industries, in a statement.
“We’re excited to offer more
support and expanded capa-
bilities. Exhibit Systems
and KMK are united by a
common culture founded on
integrity. We look forward to
working closely with Exhib-
it Systems to ensure a seam-
less transition.”

Malliet will continue to
serve KMK’s clients as pres-
ident emeritus/account
manager.

Exhibit Systems has
grown steadily in the past
decade, celebrating its 25th
anniversary in September
2017. Just a few months ear-
lier, Exhibit Systems
expanded its marketing ser-
vices offered to clients via a
partial acquisition of
Results Marketing, a long-
time branding, email, and
marketing automation firm
that generates leads and
nurtures them to create pro-
ductive, long-term relation-
ships.

Federal agent’s trial set for May 
WAUKESHA — David Scharlat, the federal agent charged

with five counts of sexual assault, has decided to go to trial. 
Scharlat, 53 of Oconomowoc, is facing 190 years in prison

if he is convicted by the 12-person jury in May 2019. 
Scharlat has worked as a federal agent as well as a police

officer. He was charged after he allegedly had forcible sexu-
al contact with at least three women over the past five years,
the criminal complaint states. 

Attorney Paul Bucher said in an March 31 Freeman arti-
cle that his “client denies he ever forced anyone to have non-
consensual intercourse.” 

Scharlat is due in court next on April 5 for a motion hear-
ing. 

Waukesha woman charged 
in Black Friday retail theft

WAUKESHA — A 57-year-old Waukesha woman could
face up to 18 months in jail for allegedly stealing just under
$600 in merchandise from the Kohl’s Department Store at
2130 E. Moreland Blvd. on Black Friday.

Waukesha Police were called to the store just before noon
on Nov. 23 after loss prevention staff claimed a woman, later
identified as Susan A. Butler, left  without paying for $300 in
electronics and another $297 in other items that she had
concealed on her body.

Butler was charged Thursday in Waukesha County Cir-
cuit Court with felony retail theft, and signed a $500 signa-
ture bond after a judge found probable cause to pursue the
charge.

Exhibit Systems
acquires trade show

exhibit manufacturer

Village Board
approval expected

this month
By Kelly Smith

Special to The Freeman

LAC LA BELLE — Village
officials say they are going to
amend Smart Growth — the
village’s long-range compre-
hensive plan — to accommo-
date construction of a golf
course and corporate head-
quarters despite the objec-
tions of more than a dozen
residents who attended a
Plan Commission meeting
Wednesday night.

For nearly three hours,
approximately 17 residents
peppered commissioners
with questions about why
and how village officials
were going to amend the
plan to help implement a
development agreement
with the Prestwick Group. 

The agreement calls for
the reconstruction of the for-
mer Lac La Belle Golf
Course and the possible con-
struction of a corporate
headquarters for the compa-
ny adjacent to the golf
course located near Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.

The Prestwick Group is a
family-owned company
headquartered in Sussex
that generates more than
$200 million in revenues
annually in the manufacture
of outdoor furnishing and
equipment for corporate
clients, including presti-
gious golf courses and luxu-
ry resorts around the world.

Village officials have
defended the agreement,
arguing that Prestwick plans
to develop a high-end, finan-
cially viable golf course that
will provide a valuable tax
base to the village. 

According to the agree-
ment, after the company
completes the golf course, it
may build a corporate head-
quarters and event barn
adjacent to the course.

However, some village resi-
dents have complained they
were given little or no oppor-
tunity to comment on the
agreement, which was pri-

vately negotiated between
village officials and repre-
sentatives of the company
before it was approved by the
Village Board following a 90-
minute closed session in
May.

Wednesday night, citizens
accused village officials of
failing to be transparent
about the development
agreement and not provid-
ing on the internet public
access to the proposed plan
amendments and public
notices and minutes of meet-
ings.

The residents were told
they had a week to submit
their objections in writing
before the Plan Commission
was expected to approve the
amendments at a Dec. 12
meeting.

Village Administrator
George Stumpf explained to
the commission that its
approval of the amended
plan is necessary, so the Vil-
lage Board could approve the
amendments at its Dec. 19
meeting.

The village must approve
the amendments by the end
of the month, so the docu-
ments can be turned over to
Oconomowoc for its

approval.

SEWRPC approval 
necessary

The village and city must
approve the plan amend-
ments in time for the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional
Plan Commission (SEWR-
PC) to review them by Feb.
19. Otherwise there could be
a three-month delay in
SEWRPC’s approval of the
plans, according to Stumpf.

The SEWRPC approval is
necessary so Oconomowoc
and Lac La Belle can expand
their sewer services areas,
so Oconomowoc can provide
sewer service for the golf
course and corporate head-
quarters, according to
Stumpf.

The sewer service, which
Prestwick will pay for, is a
requirement in the agree-
ment between the village
and Prestwick.

However, village officials
concede that construction of
the golf course and
stormwater improvements
are behind schedule and
Prestwick has yet to provide
the village with plans for the
event barn and corporate
headquarters.

“This whole thing seems
like a very slippery slope,”
resident Gail Bryant said
during the meeting.

“It could be,” responded
Stumpf.

“But I am working with a
village board that is commit-
ted to this project because
they believe it is in the best
interest of the community,”
he added.

However, resident Virginia
Pease argued the village had
failed to follow state law in
amending the plan. 

She argued village officials
should have engaged in
extensive public participa-
tion for revising a plan and
listed several issues that she
said should have been
included, but are absent,
from the village plan.

Stumpf responded that the
plan is being amended in
accordance with state law
and its primary purpose to
meet SEWRPC’s require-
ments to expand the village
and Oconomowoc’s sewer
service area.

Village Attorney Hector de
la Mora told the residents
the village is not required by
state law to post the amend-
ments on the internet.

Lac La Belle to amend 
Smart Growth for Prestwick

Kelly Smith/Special to The Freeman

Lac La Belle Village Administrator George Stumpf holds up the village’s long range compre-
hensive plan during a Plan Commission meeting Wednesday night while village resident Terri
Kearney questioned why village officials were not being more transparent about changes in
the agreement and posting them on the village’s website.

PEWAUKEE — The Wis-
consin Department of Work-
force Development issued a
$99,000 grant to Waukesha
County Technical College as
a part of the state’s Fast For-
ward program.

The Fast Forward High
School Certification grant
will go to WCTC’s “Expand-
ed High School Dual Enroll-
ment Academies” project,
which will train up to 42 high
school students in two new
Dual Enrollment Academy
Programs.

The Protective Services
pathways will train students
for careers as emergency
medical technicians and fire-
fighters. The Building Con-
structions Trades program
will teach students about
technology and engineer-
ing/architecture, construc-
tion and design. A pre-con-
struction pathway will con-
tain content in electrical,
plumbing, HVAC and archi-
tecture.

This project will be imple-
mented in partnership with

nine school districts in
southeastern Wisconsin.

“This grant provides fur-
ther support to technical col-
leges expanding a plethora of
course offerings to high
school students across Wis-
consin,” said DWD Secretary
Ray Allen. “In supporting
accelerated learning in high-
demand career fields, Wis-
consin supports a capable
future workforce.”

The Wisconsin Fast For-
ward program encourages
increased collaboration

among Wisconsin’s work-
force, employers, local or
regional economic develop-
ment organizations, work-
force development boards,
post-secondary institutions,
and private training
providers to develop and exe-
cute business-led training
programs.

A total of $592,813 was
awarded to six technical col-
leges that will serve 43 school
districts and at least 328 high
school students across Wis-
consin.

DWD awards $99K Fast Forward grant to WCTC


