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Every day people make informed decisions 
about their health and well-being. 

Inform them about your business. 
Advertise in the Freeman’s semi-annual 

Health & Wellness Directory. 
Coming to Waukesha County in October.

Call 262-542-2501 today for details!
Ad deadline Friday, September 7th.
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By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — One of
Waukesha County’s most
senior judges, Patrick
Haughney, is leaving the
bench for retirement, he
announced Wednesday.

His retirement will be
effective Nov. 6.

Haughney cited recent
health concerns for both
himself and his wife. Mrs.
Haughney was given a pre-
cancerous diagnosis sever-
al years ago but is cancer-
free. The judge survived a
massive heart attack three
years ago that kept him in
hospitals for several weeks
and off the bench for four
months, and they “decided
that no one knows how
many years they have left
and it is time for them to
sit back and smell the
roses,” he said in a state-
ment.

“It gives you a second
chance at life and I was
very happy I was able to
come back and continue to
be a judge,” Haughney
said. “It would have been
sad for me to not be able to
continue in this career but
the time has come.”

Haughney is the deputy
chief judge for the Third
Judicial Administrative
District that includes
Waukesha, Jefferson,
Washington, Ozaukee and
Dodge counties and the
presiding judge in Wauke-
sha County. He began his
career as an assistant dis-
trict attorney within days
of graduating from law
school in 1980, and was
elected to the bench in
1996.

His retirement triggers
an election for his seat
next April. Gov. Scott
Walker can appoint some-
one to serve in Haughney’s
stead until then, but that
person also will have to
run for election to keep the
seat next spring.

“I am sad to leave fellow
members of the bench and
excellent attorneys who

practice in Waukesha
County,” he said in a state-
ment. “The Waukesha
County Courthouse is a
great place to practice law.
Just as other judges have
retired and others have
stepped forward to become
excellent jurists, I am con-
fident the same will hap-
pen when I leave the
bench.”

Prominent cases
Haughney was the assis-

tant district attorney who
prosecuted pro wrestlers
Ken Patera and Masanori
Saito in a 1984 case that
started when the wrestlers
caused a late-night distur-
bance at a McDonald’s
restaurant and then
assaulted Waukesha police
officers at the Holiday Inn
hotel. 

He said another promi-
nent case he was part of as
a prosecutor was that of
Waukesha County’s only
serial killer, Robert Wirth,
called by some “the Elderly
Murderer” because all his
victims were of advanced
years, including Louis and
Lillian Buchta of New
Berlin, as well as women in
Milwaukee and Franklin.
Haughney said there were
other murders uncharged
in Milwaukee County and
two in Illinois. Haughney
and Milwaukee County
prosecutors worked
together to prosecute
Wirth in Milwaukee; Wirth
ultimately received four
life sentences.

Years on the bench
In his years on the

bench, Haughney has
worked in all divisions of
the courthouse, from crim-
inal/traffic to civil to fami-
ly to juvenile courts. He
said all divisions were
rewarding, all have their
pluses and minuses, but
the juvenile division was
both the most depressing
and most fulfilling.

As a judge, he said, “I’d
say all cases, it’s not
always the biggest cases
that have a huge impact.

It’s a lot of routine cases
you deal with on a daily
basis. You realize you are
really dealing with human
drama and what some lay
people have trouble with
sometimes is the law has a
way of dealing with things
that can be difficult for
people to accept.”

Former Judge Kathryn
W. Foster, whose own
retirement at the end of
her term July 31 led to the
election that saw longtime
Court Commissioner
Laura Lau assume the
bench earlier this month,
worked alongside Haugh-
ney for most of their
careers, both as assistant
district attorneys and as
judges.

Poking a joke at Haugh-
ney’s roots, she said, “For
a guy who grew up in
Chicago he’s extremely
ethical.” Turing more seri-
ous, Foster said, “He’s
always given great thought
to his cases. When he was
a(n assistant) DA and
when he wasn’t he was
always focused on the mat-
ter at hand.”

She said Haughney
worked extremely hard on
the wrestlers case, and did
a good job of winning a
major case that attracted
lots of attention. She
added Haughney and for-
mer Judge James Kieffer
were part of a committee
that established more pre-
dictable judicial rotation
patterns that move judges
from one division of the
courthouse to another
through their careers.

“Actually, I think Pat did
a good job no matter what
the assignment was,” she
said, adding he always was
a team player.

Haughney said his
immediate plans for retire-
ment include spending
time with his family — his
first grandchild was born
three weeks ago — and
traveling. Down the road a
little, he is entertaining
working in private media-
tion, he said.

Judge Haughney
announces retirement

‘Time to sit back and smell the roses,’ he says

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — Just over
a million dollars and 10
weeks after the wall-smash-
ing ceremony, the Waukesha
North High School cafeteria
renovation has been com-
pleted.

As part of the remodel, the
school has converted to
more of a food court feel and
look with self-servemobile
carts. There are also more
lunch options. Food is
served more quickly and
there are more serving lines
to help improve traffic flow. 

Assistant  Business Ser-
vices Superintendent Dar-
ren Clark says the new lay-
out at North is a major
improvement, space and
time-wise.

“It’s a much better flow.
Students had to line up
through the cafeteria
before,” said Clark.

The modern look is based
on the recent remodel of the
South High School cafeteria
that was completed last year.

At South, there were more
than 1,400 students over three
lunch periods, which also led
to long lines and timing
issues. Clark said having the
recent experience of remod-
eling South made the process
at North run smoothly.
Everything came within bud-
get and on time; 12 feet of
extra seating space is now
available to students.

On Wednesday afternoon,
staff members were treated
to a free meal and were the
first to be welcomed into the

remodeled space. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony also took
place.

“It’s nice to be able to buy
staff lunch, but it’s also a
test run, so it serves a dual
purpose,” said Clark.

The North cafeteria
remodeling project was
funded through the school’s
food service fund balance.

The space was designed by
Bray Architects and con-
structed by J. H. Findorff &
Son at a cost of approxi-
mately $1.2 million.

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha North Principal Rebecca Newcomer (left) and School Board member Diane Voit
(right) cut the ribbon for the grand opening of North High School’s newly remodeled cafeteria.

Staff celebrates completion
of Waukesha North High
School cafeteria remodel

The newly remodeled cafeteria at North High School.

WAUKESHA COUNTY TECHNICAL COLLEGE

By Ashley Haynes
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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College is
moving ahead with allocat-
ing a $2.6 donation made
last fall. The District Board
approved Phase II of the
Integrated Manufacturing
Center addition project on
Aug. 14. The IMC is housed
within the “I” or Industrial
Building near the center of
the campus. It was original-
ly built in 2015 at a cost of
$4.5 million through
fundraising efforts and a
previous charitable dona-
tion.

Last November, former
Signicast Corporation pres-
ident and owner Terry Lutz
made a separate $2.6 million
donation specifically for the
expansion and upgrade of
the IMC.

Both the IMC and the
building adjacent to it will
be named in his honor as
the “Terry Lutz Integrated
Manufacturing Center.”

“I feel strongly about the

need for technical colleges
like WCTC to train our
future manufacturing tech-
nicians,” Lutz previously
stated. “At Signicast, I had a
firsthand view of the skills
required of employees who
wish to become leaders in
manufacturing.”

According to minutes
from the Aug. 14 meeting,
the 10,300 square-foot I
Building expansion will
provide more large class-
rooms for Manufacturing,
Automation Systems Tech-
nology; Industrial Mainte-
nance Technician; and
Maintenance/Millwright
apprenticeship programs.
Additional instruction
space will aim to “modular
integrated automated pro-
duction environment” to
better prepare students for
the type of systems they
would use in the region.
The increased space will
also allow for new equip-
ment. A two-story build will
take place.

Throughout all three pro-
grams, more than 200 stu-
dents are enrolled.

Out of the total $2.6 mil-
lion donated by Lutz, $2 mil-
lion is going towards Phase
II of the IMC addition pro-
ject.

Out of that $2 million, an
estimated $1,250,800 will go
towards general construc-
tion and $925,000 has been
earmarked for equipment.
Other components like
plumbing, electrical and
HVAC costs are also
accounted for.

In addition to the $2 mil-
lion donation toward facili-
ty enhancements, the Lutz
Family Foundation also
committed $600,000 toward
the purchase of new train-
ing equipment, accounting
for the $2.6 million. In
February, the foundation
also donated $188,000 to pur-
chase an automated manu-
facturing cell for the col-
lege’s Automation Systems
Technology Robotics pro-
gram.

WCTC is working with
Zimmerman Architectural
Studios, Inc. throughout the
approved renovation pro-
ject.

District board approves 
Industrial Building expansion

By Alex Nemec
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WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha woman was charged
with operating while intox-
icated with a minor child in
the vehicle and could face
up to six months in prison
if convicted. 

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the woman to protect
the identity of the chil-
dren. 

On Tuesday, a citizen
reported a car driving
erratically near Broadway
and Barney Street and gave
the license plate number
and car model to police,
according to a criminal
complaint. 

Police searched the area
and couldn’t find the car,
but went to the home the
car was registered to and
found it.

When the defendant came
to the door, the officer
noticed that she was walk-

ing slowly and deliberately
while swaying with her
eyes drooping, the com-
plaint alleges. 

The defendant said in the
complaint she had driven
to get her 15-year-old son
from football practice at
Waukesha South High
School and had just gotten
home. 

The defendant denied
drinking during the night,
but admitted that she took
methadone, Adderall and a
muscle relaxer. 

Police took the woman
outside to perform a field
sobriety test and a prelimi-
nary breathalyzer, which
she passed. 

The officer arrested the
defendant and she was
taken to ProHealth Wauke-
sha Memorial Hospital. At
the hospital, the defendant
had blood drawn and
admitted to taking Vicodin
and muscle relaxers. 

The defendant will be in
court for a hearing on Oct. 4. 

Mother charged with OWI
while driving with child


