
The Freeman - 01/22/2019 Page : A01

Copyright © 2019 Conley Group. All rights reserved 01/22/2019
January 22, 2019 9:46 am (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A Trusted Tradition since 1859

The FREEMAN
$1

TUESDAY
January 22, 2019

WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Chance of snow
early

High 23 /  Low 9

INDEX

See complete forecast on Page 8A

From the Waukesha police blotter
5:53 p.m. Sunday — A caller in the 1100 block of Pearl
Street reported subjects yelling and children crying in the
lower unit. There were sounds of banging with a male yelling.
A woman had invited her minister and family over for a spiritual ser-
vice. The group became loud during the service while “ridding
demons.” >> See the full weekend blotter on Page 7A

Prescription
drugs may have
cheaper, generic
versions overseas

Volume 160, No. 209

Spark, 7B

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE FREEMAN, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

Health, 8B

Business...................4A
Classified..................4B
Commentary..............6A
Community...........7B
Crossword...............7B

Lottery........................2A
Obituaries................ 7A
On this day.............7B
Sports........................1B
Weather.....................8A

FROM BIAS TO JUSTICE
WCTC honors Martin Luther King Jr. with 

special program featuring well-known historian 

Ashley Haynes/ Freeman Staff

Reggie Jackson, “head griot” for America’s Black Holocaust Museum, speaks about how biases have become ingrained
in today’s society at Waukesha County Technical College on Monday for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — While Martin
Luther King Jr. helped lay down the
solid foundation of working towards
equality, there is still plenty of
progress that can be made. That was
the theme that carried through a
special presentation honoring the
late civil rights leader Monday after-
noon at Waukesha County Technical
College. 

Over 400 guests attended the event
to hear keynote speaker Reggie Jack-
son, “head griot” of America’s Black

Holocaust Museum and a well-
known historian and writer, speak
on the importance of recognizing
our unconscious biases and where
they came from.

“[Martin Luther King] worked tire-
lessly to provide for human rights.
Not civil rights. Human rights. And
the challenge that he left for all of us
is very simple — we have a lot of
work left to do,” said Jackson.

His presentation was a trip
through history that started off by
explaining how images of bias from
media that have been around for
decades have been so ingrained in
our culture that it has become diffi-

cult to notice them. Jackson says
these unconscious biases, which are
not to be equated with racism, are
literally “baked” into our brains.

He said when you have uncon-
scious biases against a certain group
of people, you act on those biases
without even thinking. Jackson
shared a story of how he was driving
his vehicle when a white female driv-
er in a less expensive car pulled up to
him at a red light. He said the
woman saw him next to her and
immediately went to lock her car
doors.

By Alex Nemec 
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

WAUKESHA — Circuit
Court Judge William Domina
ruled in favor of Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company on Thursday for
the company not having to
pay out the insurance policy
related to a 2013 arson fire in
Oconomowoc, in which the
owner of the house and poli-
cy was deemed innocent. 

Ydbi Islami was convicted
of arson of a building with
intent to defraud in the case
during 2017 and sentenced to
6 years in prison. 

However, his wife, Ismet
Islami, was the sole owner of
the house at 145 Monastery
Hill Drive when Ydbi burned
it down, as well as the sole
owner of the insurance poli-
cy through Kemper. 

But according to court
documents, on Dec. 18, 2018,
there was a joint stipulation
filed signed by both parties
that Ismet was an innocent
insured, meaning she had
nothing to do with Ydbi’s
arson. 

The 2013 criminal com-
plaint states Ydbi and Ismet
lived together, but Ismet’s
lawyer Joseph Owens said
the two had a judgment of
legal separation in 1997. 

“For purposes of all prop-
erty issues, a judgment of

legal separation is a dissolu-
tion of the marriage same as
a divorce or annulment,”
Owens said. “In the policy it
says if Ydbi Islami is a part
of her family or her spouse,
he is an ‘insured’ not a
‘named insured’ and there-
fore (Kemper) can assert
(their) clause that says if
any insured destroys the
property (they) don’t have to
pay any other insurer.”

Owens said he argued his
case using former Wisconsin
Supreme Court Justice
Shirley Abrahamson’s opin-
ion on Hedtcke vs. Sentry
Insurance Company.

According to Owens, the
opinion states that regard-
ing insurers and named
insureds, “(the insurance
company) must clearly and
unambiguously provide lan-
guage in (their) policies so
that even a non-lawyer per-
son can read it and under-
stand it.”

Owens argued Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company didn’t do that and
that the policy was very
hard to understand. 

Judge rules
for insurance
company in

’13 arson case
Defendant’s lawyer

expects case to reach
state Supreme Court

By Rebecca Seymour
Special to Conley Media

PEWAUKEE — Ben Taj-
nai will embark on an
adventure of a lifetime on
Feb. 1 as he heads to Los
Angeles to compete in Sea-
son 16 of “The Voice” on
NBC. 

The Emmy Award-win-
ning singing competition
offers undiscovered vocal
artists the opportunity to
perform to the backs of
four celebrity coaches in a
blind audition. Each
singer’s goal is to inspire
through only his or her
voice one or more of the
professional artists so that
they press their button,
which turns their chair to
face the contestant. 

At the conclusion of the
performance, if more than
one coach turns their chair,
the power then shifts to the
artist to choose which
coach they want to work
with throughout the sea-
son. If no coach pushes
their button, the artist is
eliminated from the compe-
tition.

The musician mentors for
the reality show’s 16th sea-
son include Blake Shelton,

Adam Levine, Kelly Clark-
son and John Legend.

“I have been watching
‘The Voice’ since it started.
I know it’s a one-in-a-mil-
lion shot, but I just wanted
to get my voice out there,”
said the 30-year-old singer.

The Pewaukee resident’s
journey to “The Voice”
actually started in May of
2017 when he auditioned for
the show, along with 30,000
singing hopefuls at Busch
Stadium, home of the St.
Louis Cardinals. 

“I had just finished a big
run in ‘Sweeney Todd’ at
Skylight Music Theatre in
Milwaukee and I was
exhausted. My wife Sarah
saw that ‘The Voice’ was
holding auditions in St.
Louis. I thought, why not?
We could use a road trip, so
we got a babysitter for our
son, Joey, and drove six
hours to St. Louis,” he said,
laughing.

For the first round of
auditions, Tajnai was
placed in a group of 10 con-
testants and given 40 sec-
onds to sing in front of a
producer. “I sang Leonard
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah.’ I just

Finding his voice
Pewaukee singer Tajnai 

dreams of taking center stage 
on NBC’s ‘The Voice’

Submitted photos

Ben Tajnai will have the opportunity to blind audition for Blake
Shelton, Adam Levine, Kelly Clarkson and John Legend,
musician mentors for the 16th season of “The Voice.” The
show premieres at 7 p.m. Feb. 25 on NBC.

Ben Tajnai 
regularly 
performs the
national anthem
for sell-out crowds
at Milwaukee
Bucks basketball
games, and
recently 
performed for the
very first 
Milwaukee Bucks
home opener in
the New Fiserv
Forum.See TAJNAI, PAGE 8A

See PROGRAM, PAGE 8A

See ARSON, PAGE 8A

Schauer Center
tribute show
honors Nelson,
Cash, Jennings

What do you think?
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By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
Diamond Entertainment,
LLC. developers Tom
Kelenic and Sonny Bando
will foot the bill for a
$10,000 wastewater manage-
ment study that will be con-
ducted on the site of their
proposed development, the
Lake Country Commons.

Kelenic and Bando pro-
pose to redevelop the 144-
acre Pewaukee Golf Club
off Golf and Meadowbrook
roads near the Ingleside
Hotel, formerly known as
the Country Springs Hotel.

The $50 million develop-
ment includes a 2,500-seat
turf-field baseball stadium,
a smaller turf-field ball-
park, a Little League field, a
nine-hole golf course, a
year-round restaurant and
a public market. The devel-
opment also contains 130
senior condos and 64 multi-
family condos.

After discussing the pro-
ject with developers over

the past several months,
city officials discovered
some challenges with the
development regarding
wastewater management.

“Some of the concerns
that we have as far as
infrastructure, one of the
significant concerns we
have is how to convey
wastewater through our
system,” Public Works
Director Jeff Weigel said. 

In a letter to the Plan
Commission, Weigel said
city officials had not antici-
pated having a development
of this magnitude in this
part of the city. As a result,
the study would provide
information on what infras-
tructure would be needed to
bring wastewater from the
development to a Brook-
field water treatment plant. 

At the same time, the city is
also conducting a second
study, which deals with the
city’s sewer and water capac-
ity. Weigel estimates the
city’s capacity for sewer and
water is just short of their 

CITY OF PEWAUKEE

Baseball stadium 
developers to pay $10K

for wastewater study

See STADIUM, PAGE 8A
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Tajnai
From Page 1A

gave it everything I had. At
the end, the producer point-
ed to me and said, ‘You stay.
Everyone else can go,’” he
explained. “The producer
asked me to perform another
song right there on the spot,
so I sang ‘Someone Like You’
by Adele.”

Tajnai would audition five
times to earn a spot in the
final group of 60 contestants
to take part in the action-
packed, chair-spinning tele-
vised blind auditions.

“I auditioned for ‘Ameri-
can Idol’ when I was 16, so I
knew the odds were stacked
against me. More than
250,000 people auditioned for
‘The Voice’ around the coun-
try. I’m very honored to get
this far and I’m so thankful
for my family and support-
ers,” he added.

Backstory
A 2007 graduate of Arrow-

head High School, Tajnai
pursued his passions for
performing on stage at Roo-
sevelt University’s Chicago
Center for the Performing
Arts where he obtained a
bachelor’s degree in music
with an emphasis in vocal
performance.

“I have been singing my
whole life and my family
has always inspired and
supported me. My mom,
Pam and I still sing together
at Spring Creek Church in
Pewaukee,” he said. 

Tajnai teaches voice
lessons at Hartland Music
and in his spare time finds
himself taking on challeng-
ing roles on stages through-
out the area, including the
Lake Country Playhouse,
Waukesha Civic Theatre,
Skylight, Greendale Com-
munity Theater and others.

“I’ve been teaching for
four years and I really enjoy
my job. It’s been cool to
reach kids and inspire
them. I grew up on the Lake
Country Playhouse stage,
and I love being involved
with community theater. I
try to say ‘yes’ to these
opportunities as much as I
can,” he admitted.

Tajnai also regularly per-
forms the national anthem
for sell-out crowds at Mil-
waukee Bucks Basketball
games. 

“I sang for all the team’s
playoff games and I had the
opportunity to perform for
the very first home opener
of the Milwaukee Bucks in
the New Fiserv Forum. It’s
such a huge honor,” he said.

Tajnai’s advice to others
who have stars in their eyes
— never give up.

“I’ve had a long journey.
There’s been a lot of good,
but also a lot of tough times,
too. I have to admit, some-
times the rejection is too
much, but I would have
regretted it if I had stopped
doing what I love. You just
have to keep going and give
it your best shot,” he
explained.

Hoping to make it through
to the final rounds of “The
Voice” competition, Tajnai
knows he may be gone three
to four months, and away
from his wife, Sarah and
two young children, Joey, 2,
and Annie, 7 months.

“This is such an amazing
opportunity, and I’m so
grateful. The hardest part is
being away from my family.
I’m a hometown kid and
this area is my home, no
matter what happens,” he
said.

The season premiere of
“The Voice” will air at 7 p.m.
Feb. 25 on NBC. For more
information, visit
www.nbc.com/the-voice.
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Program
From Page 1A

“I couldn’t be mad at the
woman though, because I
knew that it was automat-
ic,” said Jackson. “It’s
ingrained in our mem-
branes to think of black
men as dangerous.”

He pointed to several
high profile movies, from
“Boyz n the Hood” to
“Crash” that have por-
trayed black men as dan-
gerous and violent for
years.

At the end of the pro-
gram, Jackson left the audi-
ence with a handful of tips
on the things they can
change in their lives to con-
tinue to strive for equality
and educate others. He says
it’s important to never be
content with the current
state of race relations and

to recognize the challenges
people of color face.  He
says you should challenge
what you see as progress
and listen twice as much as
you talk.

Tools to learn about bias
Since the event held in

Martin Luther King Jr.’s
honor took place in an
institution of higher learn-
ing, it was fitting that atten-
dees learned of a few easily
accessible resources where
they can learn more about
bias. The idea that there is
still work that needs to be
done was echoed by almost
all of the speakers, includ-
ing U.S. Sen. Tammy Bald-
win, D-WI.

“As we celebrate the life
work of this incredible
American leader, let us be
reminded of how far we
have come but also how far
we have yet to go on the

march for full equality,
equity and justice for all,”
said Baldwin.

The first place Jackson
directed listeners is the
Harvard implicit bias test,
which can be found at
implicit.harvard.edu.

This assessment allows
the test taker to learn
which unconscious biases
they might have.

Another online tool that
we can all use to learn
more about the harmful
legacies of slavery and
promote racial equality is
America’s Black Holo-
caust Museum.

While the resource is cur-
rently online only, fundrais-
ing is ongoing to open a
physical museum in Mil-
waukee.

If you want to brush up
on your history or donate
to the cause, visitabhmuse-
um.org.

Submitted photo

Ben Tajnai of Pewaukee will embark on an adventure of a life-
time on Feb. 1 as he heads to Los Angeles to compete in Sea-
son 16 of “The Voice!” on NBC. Pictured are Tajnai and his wife,
Sarah and their two children, Joey, 2, and Annie, 7 months.

www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Like us on Facebook:

www.twitter.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:

Arson
From Page 1A

Owens said Ismet has been
victimized twice.

“She comes from Europe, she
has a hole in the ground, all of
her personal belongings, every-
thing is destroyed,” Owens
said. “She has nothing and
now she is told she doesn’t get
anything even though she is
totally innocent.”

Owens said one way or the
other, this case was going to be
appealed.

“I think this is going to be a
test case,” he said. “I expect
that it will go to the Wisconsin
Supreme Court on whether an
insurance company can inten-
tionally exclude payment to an
innocent insured. Which they
have stipulated she was inno-
cent. The case will go to the
Wisconsin Supreme Court on
that issue.”

Attorneys representing
Kemper Independence Insur-
ance Company did not respond
to phone calls by deadline. 

Stadium
From Page 1A

2035 development plan, he said.
Weigel added that the city
would have to purchase addi-
tional capacity and without it,
future developments could be
hindered.

“The good news is, in the
Brookfield treatment plant, the
facility plan shows that there is
enough capacity to meet the
project needs for the six com-
munities in the plan for the
year 2035,” Weigel said. 

While the two plans are relat-
ed in concept, one study identi-
fies the needs of a development
not previously planned for
while the other addresses the
city’s overall lack of sewer and
water capacity. 

If the Lake Country Com-
mons wastewater management
study does reveal deficiencies
in the conveyance and treat-
ment infrastructure for
wastewater, the developers
would also be held responsible
for the cost. 

Trump’s shutdown 
solution hangs in limbo

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump’s
proposal to break through
the budget deadlock
appeared to be gaining lit-
tle traction Monday, as the
partial federal shutdown
stretched into its fifth
week. 

Voting in Congress was
not expected to unfold
until later in the week.
Even then it seemed
doubtful that the 1,300-
page ‘‘End The Shutdown
And Secure The Border
Act’’ released by Senate
Republicans had any
chance of passing swiftly.
Republicans hold a 53-47
majority but would need
Democrats to reach the
usual 60-vote threshold for
bills to advance. No Demo-
crat publicly expressed
support for the deal in the
48 hours since Trump
announced it.   

Details released late

Monday highlight the cen-
terpiece of Trump’s offer:
$5.7 billion to build the
wall along the U.S.-Mexico
border alongside tempo-
rary protection from
deportation for some
immigrants. The package
would reopen the shut-
tered parts of government
and boost some spending.
It adds $12.7 billion in sup-
plemental funding for
regions hit by hurricanes,
wildfires and other natu-
ral disasters.    

Senate Democratic lead-
er Chuck Schumer’s office
reiterated that Democrats
are unwilling to negotiate
any border security fund-
ing until Trump reopens
the government.

Senate Republican lead-
er Mitch McConnell’s
spokesman David Popp
said Monday that the GOP
leader ‘‘will move’’ to vote
on consideration of the

president’s proposal ‘‘this
week.’’   

Trump, who on Sunday
lashed out at House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi, accusing
her of acting ‘‘irrational-
ly,’’ continued to single her
out on Twitter.   

‘‘If Nancy Pelosi thinks
that Walls are ‘immoral,’
why isn’t she requesting
that we take down all of
the existing Walls between
the U.S. and Mexico,’’ he
wrote Monday. ‘‘Let mil-
lions of unchecked
‘strangers’ just flow into
the U.S.’’   

House Democrats this
week are pushing ahead
with voting on their own
legislation to reopen the
government and add $1
billion for border security
— including 75 more
immigration judges and
infrastructure improve-
ments — but no funding
for the wall.   

CHICAGO (TNS) — Orland
Park police were searching
for a gunman who shot and
killed a man near the food
court inside the Orland
Square Mall on Monday
night, according to Deputy
Police Chief Joseph
Mitchell. 

A bystander also suffered
a graze wound in the inci-
dent, Mitchell said. 

Investigators don’t know
the motive for the shooting
and believe the shooter
knew the victim. 

Police responded to a 6:45
p.m. call of shots fired near
the food court. Detectives
recovered numerous shell
casings in the food court.
The victim stumbled away
and was found near an esca-
lator near H&M, police said.
He was taken to Advocate
Christ Medical Center in
Oak Lawn, where he died.
The other victim also was
taken to Christ Hospital. 

Detectives were review-
ing surveillance video and
said the shooter fled the
mall heading east. The sus-
pect was described as a
male, about 6 feet tall, wear-
ing black clothing and blue
jeans. 

Search continues
for gunman

Police say
man killed 
in Illinois 

mall shooting
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FROM BIAS TO JUSTICE
WCTC honors Martin Luther King Jr. with 

special program featuring well-known historian 

Ashley Haynes/ Freeman Staff

Reggie Jackson, “head griot” for America’s Black Holocaust Museum, speaks about how biases have become ingrained
in today’s society at Waukesha County Technical College on Monday for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — While Martin
Luther King Jr. helped lay down the
solid foundation of working towards
equality, there is still plenty of
progress that can be made. That was
the theme that carried through a
special presentation honoring the
late civil rights leader Monday after-
noon at Waukesha County Technical
College. 

Over 400 guests attended the event
to hear keynote speaker Reggie Jack-
son, “head griot” of America’s Black

Holocaust Museum and a well-
known historian and writer, speak
on the importance of recognizing
our unconscious biases and where
they came from.

“[Martin Luther King] worked tire-
lessly to provide for human rights.
Not civil rights. Human rights. And
the challenge that he left for all of us
is very simple — we have a lot of
work left to do,” said Jackson.

His presentation was a trip
through history that started off by
explaining how images of bias from
media that have been around for
decades have been so ingrained in
our culture that it has become diffi-

cult to notice them. Jackson says
these unconscious biases, which are
not to be equated with racism, are
literally “baked” into our brains.

He said when you have uncon-
scious biases against a certain group
of people, you act on those biases
without even thinking. Jackson
shared a story of how he was driving
his vehicle when a white female driv-
er in a less expensive car pulled up to
him at a red light. He said the
woman saw him next to her and
immediately went to lock her car
doors.

By Alex Nemec 
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

WAUKESHA — Circuit
Court Judge William Domina
ruled in favor of Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company on Thursday for
the company not having to
pay out the insurance policy
related to a 2013 arson fire in
Oconomowoc, in which the
owner of the house and poli-
cy was deemed innocent. 

Ydbi Islami was convicted
of arson of a building with
intent to defraud in the case
during 2017 and sentenced to
6 years in prison. 

However, his wife, Ismet
Islami, was the sole owner of
the house at 145 Monastery
Hill Drive when Ydbi burned
it down, as well as the sole
owner of the insurance poli-
cy through Kemper. 

But according to court
documents, on Dec. 18, 2018,
there was a joint stipulation
filed signed by both parties
that Ismet was an innocent
insured, meaning she had
nothing to do with Ydbi’s
arson. 

The 2013 criminal com-
plaint states Ydbi and Ismet
lived together, but Ismet’s
lawyer Joseph Owens said
the two had a judgment of
legal separation in 1997. 

“For purposes of all prop-
erty issues, a judgment of

legal separation is a dissolu-
tion of the marriage same as
a divorce or annulment,”
Owens said. “In the policy it
says if Ydbi Islami is a part
of her family or her spouse,
he is an ‘insured’ not a
‘named insured’ and there-
fore (Kemper) can assert
(their) clause that says if
any insured destroys the
property (they) don’t have to
pay any other insurer.”

Owens said he argued his
case using former Wisconsin
Supreme Court Justice
Shirley Abrahamson’s opin-
ion on Hedtcke vs. Sentry
Insurance Company.

According to Owens, the
opinion states that regard-
ing insurers and named
insureds, “(the insurance
company) must clearly and
unambiguously provide lan-
guage in (their) policies so
that even a non-lawyer per-
son can read it and under-
stand it.”

Owens argued Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company didn’t do that and
that the policy was very
hard to understand. 

Judge rules
for insurance
company in

’13 arson case
Defendant’s lawyer

expects case to reach
state Supreme Court

By Rebecca Seymour
Special to Conley Media

PEWAUKEE — Ben Taj-
nai will embark on an
adventure of a lifetime on
Feb. 1 as he heads to Los
Angeles to compete in Sea-
son 16 of “The Voice” on
NBC. 

The Emmy Award-win-
ning singing competition
offers undiscovered vocal
artists the opportunity to
perform to the backs of
four celebrity coaches in a
blind audition. Each
singer’s goal is to inspire
through only his or her
voice one or more of the
professional artists so that
they press their button,
which turns their chair to
face the contestant. 

At the conclusion of the
performance, if more than
one coach turns their chair,
the power then shifts to the
artist to choose which
coach they want to work
with throughout the sea-
son. If no coach pushes
their button, the artist is
eliminated from the compe-
tition.

The musician mentors for
the reality show’s 16th sea-
son include Blake Shelton,

Adam Levine, Kelly Clark-
son and John Legend.

“I have been watching
‘The Voice’ since it started.
I know it’s a one-in-a-mil-
lion shot, but I just wanted
to get my voice out there,”
said the 30-year-old singer.

The Pewaukee resident’s
journey to “The Voice”
actually started in May of
2017 when he auditioned for
the show, along with 30,000
singing hopefuls at Busch
Stadium, home of the St.
Louis Cardinals. 

“I had just finished a big
run in ‘Sweeney Todd’ at
Skylight Music Theatre in
Milwaukee and I was
exhausted. My wife Sarah
saw that ‘The Voice’ was
holding auditions in St.
Louis. I thought, why not?
We could use a road trip, so
we got a babysitter for our
son, Joey, and drove six
hours to St. Louis,” he said,
laughing.

For the first round of
auditions, Tajnai was
placed in a group of 10 con-
testants and given 40 sec-
onds to sing in front of a
producer. “I sang Leonard
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah.’ I just

Finding his voice
Pewaukee singer Tajnai 

dreams of taking center stage 
on NBC’s ‘The Voice’

Submitted photos

Ben Tajnai will have the opportunity to blind audition for Blake
Shelton, Adam Levine, Kelly Clarkson and John Legend,
musician mentors for the 16th season of “The Voice.” The
show premieres at 7 p.m. Feb. 25 on NBC.

Ben Tajnai 
regularly 
performs the
national anthem
for sell-out crowds
at Milwaukee
Bucks basketball
games, and
recently 
performed for the
very first 
Milwaukee Bucks
home opener in
the New Fiserv
Forum.See TAJNAI, PAGE 8A
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By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
Diamond Entertainment,
LLC. developers Tom
Kelenic and Sonny Bando
will foot the bill for a
$10,000 wastewater manage-
ment study that will be con-
ducted on the site of their
proposed development, the
Lake Country Commons.

Kelenic and Bando pro-
pose to redevelop the 144-
acre Pewaukee Golf Club
off Golf and Meadowbrook
roads near the Ingleside
Hotel, formerly known as
the Country Springs Hotel.

The $50 million develop-
ment includes a 2,500-seat
turf-field baseball stadium,
a smaller turf-field ball-
park, a Little League field, a
nine-hole golf course, a
year-round restaurant and
a public market. The devel-
opment also contains 130
senior condos and 64 multi-
family condos.

After discussing the pro-
ject with developers over

the past several months,
city officials discovered
some challenges with the
development regarding
wastewater management.

“Some of the concerns
that we have as far as
infrastructure, one of the
significant concerns we
have is how to convey
wastewater through our
system,” Public Works
Director Jeff Weigel said. 

In a letter to the Plan
Commission, Weigel said
city officials had not antici-
pated having a development
of this magnitude in this
part of the city. As a result,
the study would provide
information on what infras-
tructure would be needed to
bring wastewater from the
development to a Brook-
field water treatment plant. 

At the same time, the city is
also conducting a second
study, which deals with the
city’s sewer and water capac-
ity. Weigel estimates the
city’s capacity for sewer and
water is just short of their 

CITY OF PEWAUKEE

Baseball stadium 
developers to pay $10K

for wastewater study
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FROM BIAS TO JUSTICE
WCTC honors Martin Luther King Jr. with 

special program featuring well-known historian 

Ashley Haynes/ Freeman Staff

Reggie Jackson, “head griot” for America’s Black Holocaust Museum, speaks about how biases have become ingrained
in today’s society at Waukesha County Technical College on Monday for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — While Martin
Luther King Jr. helped lay down the
solid foundation of working towards
equality, there is still plenty of
progress that can be made. That was
the theme that carried through a
special presentation honoring the
late civil rights leader Monday after-
noon at Waukesha County Technical
College. 

Over 400 guests attended the event
to hear keynote speaker Reggie Jack-
son, “head griot” of America’s Black

Holocaust Museum and a well-
known historian and writer, speak
on the importance of recognizing
our unconscious biases and where
they came from.

“[Martin Luther King] worked tire-
lessly to provide for human rights.
Not civil rights. Human rights. And
the challenge that he left for all of us
is very simple — we have a lot of
work left to do,” said Jackson.

His presentation was a trip
through history that started off by
explaining how images of bias from
media that have been around for
decades have been so ingrained in
our culture that it has become diffi-

cult to notice them. Jackson says
these unconscious biases, which are
not to be equated with racism, are
literally “baked” into our brains.

He said when you have uncon-
scious biases against a certain group
of people, you act on those biases
without even thinking. Jackson
shared a story of how he was driving
his vehicle when a white female driv-
er in a less expensive car pulled up to
him at a red light. He said the
woman saw him next to her and
immediately went to lock her car
doors.

By Alex Nemec 
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

WAUKESHA — Circuit
Court Judge William Domina
ruled in favor of Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company on Thursday for
the company not having to
pay out the insurance policy
related to a 2013 arson fire in
Oconomowoc, in which the
owner of the house and poli-
cy was deemed innocent. 

Ydbi Islami was convicted
of arson of a building with
intent to defraud in the case
during 2017 and sentenced to
6 years in prison. 

However, his wife, Ismet
Islami, was the sole owner of
the house at 145 Monastery
Hill Drive when Ydbi burned
it down, as well as the sole
owner of the insurance poli-
cy through Kemper. 

But according to court
documents, on Dec. 18, 2018,
there was a joint stipulation
filed signed by both parties
that Ismet was an innocent
insured, meaning she had
nothing to do with Ydbi’s
arson. 

The 2013 criminal com-
plaint states Ydbi and Ismet
lived together, but Ismet’s
lawyer Joseph Owens said
the two had a judgment of
legal separation in 1997. 

“For purposes of all prop-
erty issues, a judgment of

legal separation is a dissolu-
tion of the marriage same as
a divorce or annulment,”
Owens said. “In the policy it
says if Ydbi Islami is a part
of her family or her spouse,
he is an ‘insured’ not a
‘named insured’ and there-
fore (Kemper) can assert
(their) clause that says if
any insured destroys the
property (they) don’t have to
pay any other insurer.”

Owens said he argued his
case using former Wisconsin
Supreme Court Justice
Shirley Abrahamson’s opin-
ion on Hedtcke vs. Sentry
Insurance Company.

According to Owens, the
opinion states that regard-
ing insurers and named
insureds, “(the insurance
company) must clearly and
unambiguously provide lan-
guage in (their) policies so
that even a non-lawyer per-
son can read it and under-
stand it.”

Owens argued Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company didn’t do that and
that the policy was very
hard to understand. 

Judge rules
for insurance
company in

’13 arson case
Defendant’s lawyer

expects case to reach
state Supreme Court

By Rebecca Seymour
Special to Conley Media

PEWAUKEE — Ben Taj-
nai will embark on an
adventure of a lifetime on
Feb. 1 as he heads to Los
Angeles to compete in Sea-
son 16 of “The Voice” on
NBC. 

The Emmy Award-win-
ning singing competition
offers undiscovered vocal
artists the opportunity to
perform to the backs of
four celebrity coaches in a
blind audition. Each
singer’s goal is to inspire
through only his or her
voice one or more of the
professional artists so that
they press their button,
which turns their chair to
face the contestant. 

At the conclusion of the
performance, if more than
one coach turns their chair,
the power then shifts to the
artist to choose which
coach they want to work
with throughout the sea-
son. If no coach pushes
their button, the artist is
eliminated from the compe-
tition.

The musician mentors for
the reality show’s 16th sea-
son include Blake Shelton,

Adam Levine, Kelly Clark-
son and John Legend.

“I have been watching
‘The Voice’ since it started.
I know it’s a one-in-a-mil-
lion shot, but I just wanted
to get my voice out there,”
said the 30-year-old singer.

The Pewaukee resident’s
journey to “The Voice”
actually started in May of
2017 when he auditioned for
the show, along with 30,000
singing hopefuls at Busch
Stadium, home of the St.
Louis Cardinals. 

“I had just finished a big
run in ‘Sweeney Todd’ at
Skylight Music Theatre in
Milwaukee and I was
exhausted. My wife Sarah
saw that ‘The Voice’ was
holding auditions in St.
Louis. I thought, why not?
We could use a road trip, so
we got a babysitter for our
son, Joey, and drove six
hours to St. Louis,” he said,
laughing.

For the first round of
auditions, Tajnai was
placed in a group of 10 con-
testants and given 40 sec-
onds to sing in front of a
producer. “I sang Leonard
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah.’ I just

Finding his voice
Pewaukee singer Tajnai 

dreams of taking center stage 
on NBC’s ‘The Voice’

Submitted photos
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Shelton, Adam Levine, Kelly Clarkson and John Legend,
musician mentors for the 16th season of “The Voice.” The
show premieres at 7 p.m. Feb. 25 on NBC.
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CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
Diamond Entertainment,
LLC. developers Tom
Kelenic and Sonny Bando
will foot the bill for a
$10,000 wastewater manage-
ment study that will be con-
ducted on the site of their
proposed development, the
Lake Country Commons.

Kelenic and Bando pro-
pose to redevelop the 144-
acre Pewaukee Golf Club
off Golf and Meadowbrook
roads near the Ingleside
Hotel, formerly known as
the Country Springs Hotel.

The $50 million develop-
ment includes a 2,500-seat
turf-field baseball stadium,
a smaller turf-field ball-
park, a Little League field, a
nine-hole golf course, a
year-round restaurant and
a public market. The devel-
opment also contains 130
senior condos and 64 multi-
family condos.

After discussing the pro-
ject with developers over

the past several months,
city officials discovered
some challenges with the
development regarding
wastewater management.

“Some of the concerns
that we have as far as
infrastructure, one of the
significant concerns we
have is how to convey
wastewater through our
system,” Public Works
Director Jeff Weigel said. 

In a letter to the Plan
Commission, Weigel said
city officials had not antici-
pated having a development
of this magnitude in this
part of the city. As a result,
the study would provide
information on what infras-
tructure would be needed to
bring wastewater from the
development to a Brook-
field water treatment plant. 

At the same time, the city is
also conducting a second
study, which deals with the
city’s sewer and water capac-
ity. Weigel estimates the
city’s capacity for sewer and
water is just short of their 
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FROM BIAS TO JUSTICE
WCTC honors Martin Luther King Jr. with 

special program featuring well-known historian 

Ashley Haynes/ Freeman Staff

Reggie Jackson, “head griot” for America’s Black Holocaust Museum, speaks about how biases have become ingrained
in today’s society at Waukesha County Technical College on Monday for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
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WAUKESHA — While Martin
Luther King Jr. helped lay down the
solid foundation of working towards
equality, there is still plenty of
progress that can be made. That was
the theme that carried through a
special presentation honoring the
late civil rights leader Monday after-
noon at Waukesha County Technical
College. 

Over 400 guests attended the event
to hear keynote speaker Reggie Jack-
son, “head griot” of America’s Black

Holocaust Museum and a well-
known historian and writer, speak
on the importance of recognizing
our unconscious biases and where
they came from.

“[Martin Luther King] worked tire-
lessly to provide for human rights.
Not civil rights. Human rights. And
the challenge that he left for all of us
is very simple — we have a lot of
work left to do,” said Jackson.

His presentation was a trip
through history that started off by
explaining how images of bias from
media that have been around for
decades have been so ingrained in
our culture that it has become diffi-

cult to notice them. Jackson says
these unconscious biases, which are
not to be equated with racism, are
literally “baked” into our brains.

He said when you have uncon-
scious biases against a certain group
of people, you act on those biases
without even thinking. Jackson
shared a story of how he was driving
his vehicle when a white female driv-
er in a less expensive car pulled up to
him at a red light. He said the
woman saw him next to her and
immediately went to lock her car
doors.
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WAUKESHA — Circuit
Court Judge William Domina
ruled in favor of Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company on Thursday for
the company not having to
pay out the insurance policy
related to a 2013 arson fire in
Oconomowoc, in which the
owner of the house and poli-
cy was deemed innocent. 

Ydbi Islami was convicted
of arson of a building with
intent to defraud in the case
during 2017 and sentenced to
6 years in prison. 

However, his wife, Ismet
Islami, was the sole owner of
the house at 145 Monastery
Hill Drive when Ydbi burned
it down, as well as the sole
owner of the insurance poli-
cy through Kemper. 

But according to court
documents, on Dec. 18, 2018,
there was a joint stipulation
filed signed by both parties
that Ismet was an innocent
insured, meaning she had
nothing to do with Ydbi’s
arson. 

The 2013 criminal com-
plaint states Ydbi and Ismet
lived together, but Ismet’s
lawyer Joseph Owens said
the two had a judgment of
legal separation in 1997. 

“For purposes of all prop-
erty issues, a judgment of

legal separation is a dissolu-
tion of the marriage same as
a divorce or annulment,”
Owens said. “In the policy it
says if Ydbi Islami is a part
of her family or her spouse,
he is an ‘insured’ not a
‘named insured’ and there-
fore (Kemper) can assert
(their) clause that says if
any insured destroys the
property (they) don’t have to
pay any other insurer.”

Owens said he argued his
case using former Wisconsin
Supreme Court Justice
Shirley Abrahamson’s opin-
ion on Hedtcke vs. Sentry
Insurance Company.

According to Owens, the
opinion states that regard-
ing insurers and named
insureds, “(the insurance
company) must clearly and
unambiguously provide lan-
guage in (their) policies so
that even a non-lawyer per-
son can read it and under-
stand it.”

Owens argued Kemper
Independence Insurance
Company didn’t do that and
that the policy was very
hard to understand. 
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nai will embark on an
adventure of a lifetime on
Feb. 1 as he heads to Los
Angeles to compete in Sea-
son 16 of “The Voice” on
NBC. 

The Emmy Award-win-
ning singing competition
offers undiscovered vocal
artists the opportunity to
perform to the backs of
four celebrity coaches in a
blind audition. Each
singer’s goal is to inspire
through only his or her
voice one or more of the
professional artists so that
they press their button,
which turns their chair to
face the contestant. 

At the conclusion of the
performance, if more than
one coach turns their chair,
the power then shifts to the
artist to choose which
coach they want to work
with throughout the sea-
son. If no coach pushes
their button, the artist is
eliminated from the compe-
tition.

The musician mentors for
the reality show’s 16th sea-
son include Blake Shelton,

Adam Levine, Kelly Clark-
son and John Legend.

“I have been watching
‘The Voice’ since it started.
I know it’s a one-in-a-mil-
lion shot, but I just wanted
to get my voice out there,”
said the 30-year-old singer.

The Pewaukee resident’s
journey to “The Voice”
actually started in May of
2017 when he auditioned for
the show, along with 30,000
singing hopefuls at Busch
Stadium, home of the St.
Louis Cardinals. 

“I had just finished a big
run in ‘Sweeney Todd’ at
Skylight Music Theatre in
Milwaukee and I was
exhausted. My wife Sarah
saw that ‘The Voice’ was
holding auditions in St.
Louis. I thought, why not?
We could use a road trip, so
we got a babysitter for our
son, Joey, and drove six
hours to St. Louis,” he said,
laughing.

For the first round of
auditions, Tajnai was
placed in a group of 10 con-
testants and given 40 sec-
onds to sing in front of a
producer. “I sang Leonard
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah.’ I just
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$10,000 wastewater manage-
ment study that will be con-
ducted on the site of their
proposed development, the
Lake Country Commons.

Kelenic and Bando pro-
pose to redevelop the 144-
acre Pewaukee Golf Club
off Golf and Meadowbrook
roads near the Ingleside
Hotel, formerly known as
the Country Springs Hotel.

The $50 million develop-
ment includes a 2,500-seat
turf-field baseball stadium,
a smaller turf-field ball-
park, a Little League field, a
nine-hole golf course, a
year-round restaurant and
a public market. The devel-
opment also contains 130
senior condos and 64 multi-
family condos.

After discussing the pro-
ject with developers over

the past several months,
city officials discovered
some challenges with the
development regarding
wastewater management.

“Some of the concerns
that we have as far as
infrastructure, one of the
significant concerns we
have is how to convey
wastewater through our
system,” Public Works
Director Jeff Weigel said. 

In a letter to the Plan
Commission, Weigel said
city officials had not antici-
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of this magnitude in this
part of the city. As a result,
the study would provide
information on what infras-
tructure would be needed to
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