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Cooking school coming
to downtown Waukesha
Single-serving classes will be geared
towards adults and kids
By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com
262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Pam Dennis has always loved to cook.
Now, the retired U.S. Navy
nurse is hoping to share that
love with a new cooking
school she plans to open next
year in downtown Waukesha.
Called
Chef
Pam’s
Kitchen, the business is slated to open in February at 290
W. Main St., in the storefront
next to Meli Bar & Restaurant. The space was last
home to the Crepe Cafe,
which closed earlier this
year.
Dennis, who lives in Sussex, picked the location
because she loves the idea of
being in downtown Waukesha, with its events like Friday Night Live.
“It’s just an exciting time
in downtown Waukesha
right now, and I want to be a
part of that,” she said.
She also loves the large
windows that will let
passersby get a peak of the
dishes she and her students
will be making.

she said.
D e n n i s
decided
to
open
the
school after
earning her
associate’s
degree from
Dennis
Wa u ke s h a
County Technical College on the Wisconsin GI Bill, she said. While in
school,
the
57-year-old
interned at the Belfre
Kitchen in Delafield and in
Rota, in the south of Spain.
She also learned a lot about
cooking when she was stationed near Naples for two
years in the Navy.

Classes
Being located near the
Waukesha Farmers Market,
Dennis said she’s excited
about getting the chance to
highlight specific herbs and
ingredients in her classes.
“I am really excited about a
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Chef Pam Dennis of Sussex plans to open Chef Pam's
Kitchen, a cooking school, at 290 W. Main St. this February.
The storefront was last occupied by the Crepe Cafe, which
closed earlier this year.
class I plan to have on fresh
herbs, “ she said. “For example, sage. It’s an herb that a
lot of people don’t use in
cooking, but in Italy they
made beautiful dishes with
it.”
Dennis is currently in the
process of getting her beer
and wine license as well, so
adults who take a class with
her will be able to sit down
and enjoy their cooking with
a well-earned libation.
“It will be like wine and
paint night,” she said, only

attendees will bring back a
recipe and new skill instead
of a painting.
Dates for some of the first
classes should be be up on
her
website,
chefpamskitchen.com, within a week
or so, she said.
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How it will work
The cook plans to host
what you might call singleserving classes and events
for both children and adults
at the storefront.
“It will be chef-assist, people will actively participate.
And they will be able to enjoy
the fruits of their labor afterwards,” she explains. “I will
have stainless steel tables set
up with stools, so if we are
making a dish that calls for
garlic, I might say I need
three people to mince up garlic, and then I will show them
how.”
Kids events will be interactive, with children learning
about the hows and whys of
cooking as they help Dennis
prepare a dish.
“So if we do a kids’ birthday party and we make pizza
dough, we’ll talk about yeast,
and what makes it grow, and
then they’ll all make their
own individual pizzas, and
sit down and enjoy them,”
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Look for our
specially dedicated
holiday pages for
unique gift ideas,
time-saving services
and great holiday
deals!
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Conley Media has a new pet

gmtoday.com/pets
and your pet could be
the Star of the Week!
This website features pet focused
content and area businesses who love pets
as much as you do. Let us feature your pet as
our “Star of the Week” on the home page.

In the Thursday, December 6 edition of the Enterprise
and the Saturday, December 8 edition of the Freeman.
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Email a photo of your pet to:
promotions@conleynet.com with your pet’s na
We will choose a different pet to feature each we
Please submit photos of your pet only, (no people.)
Your submission grants us permission to use the
photo for promotions.
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