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COULD YOU HAVE 
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY?

Check our listings starting on 5B

MADISON (AP) — The state
Supreme Court dismissed a
lawsuit Tuesday alleging a
firearms website that enabled
a man to illegally purchase the
pistol he used in a mass shoot-
ing at a Brookfield  spa six
years ago is liable in the
killings, ruling that federal
law grants the site operators
immunity.    

The court ruled 5-1 that the
federal Communications
Decency Act protects Armslist
LLC, a firearms classifieds
website. The act absolves web-
site operators of any liability
resulting from posting third-
party content.   

Radcliffe Haughton’s wife,
Zina Daniel Haughton, had
taken out a restraining order
against him that prohibited

him from possessing a
firearm. But he bought a semi-
automatic pistol and ammuni-
tion in October 2012 from a
person he met through Arm-
slist.com, according to court
documents.    

The next day he opened fire
at Azana Salon & Spa in Brook-
field, where his wife worked.
He killed her, two of her co-
workers and wounded four
others before he took his own
life.    

Court says gun
site not liable 
in Brookfield 
spa shooting

SHAPING SURVIVORS
Elizabeth Smart shares life story at WCTC
during Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Elizabeth Smart was the first in Waukesha County Technical College’s Speaker Series. Smart shared her story of
abduction at the school Tuesday.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — When she was
young, child safety advocate Eliza-
beth Smart said, her biggest fear
was actually the movie “Jumanji.”
Smart said she truly had no idea
what fear was until she awoke one
night in 2002, when she was just 14
years old, and was abducted from
her home. 

Fast forward to today, as a sexual
assault survivor, Smart is sharing
the most difficult moments of her

life in the hope that she is able to
help other survivors.

“It’s a topic that I’m very passion-
ate about. It’s a topic that I care
deeply about in that I go around
sharing my story. I mean, I’ve
shared the worst moments of my
life — I’ve shared my own sexual
assault and what it did to me,”
Smart said.

As the first in the Waukesha
County Technical College Speaker
Series, Smart was able to share her
struggles and how she overcame
them during Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month.

For Smart, one of the goals of
sharing her story is to create a safe
space for victims by letting them
know they are not alone and mak-
ing sure they are heard and sup-
ported. 

Smart said erasing the stigma
that sexual assault often carries
with it is an important first step.

“When I go out and I share my
story and I speak, I want to talk
about what happened but I also
want to provide hope to people,”
Smart said.

MADISON (AP) — A divided
Wisconsin Supreme Court on
Tuesday restored 82
appointees of then-Gov. Scott
Walker who were confirmed
during a lame-duck legislative
session, handing a victory to
Republicans and defeat to
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers.   

The 4-3 order affects 15 of the
appointees who Evers had not
reappointed after a lower court
said it was legal for him to
essentially fire them. Evers
argued the appointees were
invalidated after a lower court
ruled that the entire lame-
duck session, where Republi-
cans took powers away from
Evers and the incoming Demo-
cratic attorney general, was
unconstitutional. Days later,
an appeals court put that rul-

ing on hold, creating more con-
fusion about the status of the
15 people Evers did not reap-
point.   

Those affected by the ruling
include Public Service Com-
mission member Ellen Nowak
and University of Wisconsin
Regent Scott Beightol. The
Evers administration denied
Nowak access to her building
when she tried to return to
work. The regents took a dif-
ferent approach, allowing
Beightol and student Regent
Torrey Tiedeman to attend the
board’s meeting in April while
the legal fight was ongoing.   

Evers’ spokeswoman, Melis-
sa Baldauff, predicted the gov-
ernor would prevail.   

State Supreme Court
restores 82 Walker

appointees

See APPOINTEES, PAGE 10A

File photo

A Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department Bearcat armored vehicle
passes Azana Salon and Spa on Moorland Road in Brookfield during
a mass shooting in October 2012.

See SHOOTING, PAGE 10A
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SOUND OFF

Downtown Waukesha to host
farmers market, art crawl 
and cancer walk Saturday

By Katherine Michalets
kmichalets@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — Whether Mother Nature is on
board or not, Waukesha is ready to jump head
first into seasonal activities with the launch of
the farmers market, the Mother of All Art
Crawls and the RiverWalk for Cancer on Satur-
day.

Farmers market returns
The Waukesha Farmers Market will again be

held at the Waukesha State Bank employee
parking lot at the corner of Madison Street and
St. Paul Avenue. 

Norm Bruce of the Downtown Business Asso-
ciation said the first farmers market of the year
is always a celebration, saying it’s “the grand
opening of summer and everyone should be
ready for that.

“It will be good to be outside and being a fair-
ly pleasant day for May 4th, I think people will
rush to be outside and explore,” Bruce said.

File photos

Participants walk around Frame Park in Waukesha during the
annual RiverWalk for Cancer in 2018.

Katie 
Wackwitz of
Pewaukee
looks on some
baked goods
with her 4-
year-old son
Grant at the
Jens Sweet
Treats tent
during the 
first farmers 
market of the
season in
2018.

‘Grand opening 
of summer’

See SATURDAY, PAGE 10A

See SMART, PAGE 10A
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FoxxView
L A N E S

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY NIGHTS 
STARTING AT 8:00PM

Wednesday night car shows return starting May 15th 
weather permitting

New Bike shows Monday nights starting in June

264457001

ATTENTION ALL CHURCHES! 
To Receive Additional Information Please Call Colleen Miller at 262.513.2645 or cmiller@conleynet.com

I T ’ S  C H U R C H

T I M E ! DISCOUNTED RATES!

Lincoln Pub

HOURS: Mon–Fri: 3pm–Close • Sat & Sun: 10am–Close

––––––––––– DRINK SPECIALS –––––––––––

CALL 262-349-9170 TO BOOK YOUR PARTIES AND EVENTS
264232005

512 Lincoln Ave.
Waukesha 

Celebrate Cinco De Mayo

Ask Bartender 
for Drink Specials

Saturday, May 4th

8:00PM ‘TIL MIDNIGHT

Shooting
From Page 1A

According to court docu-
ments, Haughton used an
Armslist.com function that
allowed him to bypass ads
from licensed dealers,
enabling him to avoid a
background check.    

The lawsuit filed in 2015
alleged Armslist’s operators
should have known that the
design of the site enabled
illegal gun purchases. But
Chief Justice Pat Roggen-
sack, writing for the majori-
ty, said Tuesday that if a
website’s features can be
used lawfully the act immu-
nizes the operators from lia-
bility when third parties use
the sites unlawfully. There-
fore, all that’s left is to con-
sider the site a publisher,
triggering immunity under
the act, she said.   

‘‘Regardless of Armslist’s
knowledge or intent, the rel-
evant question is whether
(the) claim necessarily
requires Armslist to be
treated as the publisher or
speaker of third-party con-
tent,’’ Roggensack wrote.
‘‘Because it does, the negli-
gence claim must be dis-
missed.’’   

Justice Ann Walsh
Bradley was the lone dis-
senter. She accused the
majority of allowing Arm-
slist to hide behind the fed-
eral law and called the deci-
sion a ‘‘manufactured inter-
pretation’’ of the lawsuit’s
arguments.   

‘‘The allegations here ...
assert liability for Armslist
not based on content provid-
ed by another,’’ Bradley
wrote. ‘‘Rather, the allega-
tions assert liability based
on design content Armslist
alone created.’’   

The Brady Center to Pre-
vent Gun Violence sued on
behalf of Yasmeen Daniel,

Haughton’s wife’s daughter,
who was in the spa during
the attack. The lawsuit
argued that the setup of the
site encourages illegal
firearm sales because it
allows buyers to avoid back-
ground checks and waiting
periods, provides no guid-
ance on laws governing
firearm sales and allows
users to remain anonymous.  

Armslist attorneys coun-
tered that the Communica-
tions Decency Act renders
website operators immune
from liability stemming
from their sites’ design and
functions.    

The Computer and Com-
munications Industry Asso-
ciation filed amicus briefs
with the state Supreme
Court arguing that act pro-
vides immunity for website
operators’ ‘‘traditional edi-
torial functions’’ and the
appeals court’s ruling
resulted in the act meaning
something different in Wis-
consin than the rest of the
country.   

Several former members
of Congress who supported
the act also filed briefs with
the high court, including
former U.S. Reps. Jim Moran
and Luis Gutierrez. They
argued the act doesn’t pro-
tect website operators from
their own actions. The
National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence as well as
a host of other domestic vio-
lence groups also filed a
brief urging the justices to
adopt the appellate court
findings.   

Daniel’s attorneys didn’t
immediately return voice
mail messages Tuesday
morning.   

Appointees
From Page 1A

‘‘We are confident that the
court will ultimately rule
against the Legislature’s
unconstitutional attempt to
override the will of the peo-
ple,’’ she said.     

Republican Senate Majority
Leader Scott Fitzgerald her-
alded the Supreme Court rul-
ing.   

‘‘Governor Evers’ actions
targeted public servants who
are dedicated to working on
behalf of Wisconsin citizens,’’
Fitzgerald said in a statement.
‘‘I’m glad to see that the
Supreme Court has ended this
unnecessary constitutional
crisis and enforced the return
of these individuals to their
rightful positions.’’   

Three weeks ago a Wiscon-
sin appeals court sided with
Evers, ruling that he had the
authority to withdraw the
appointments. That court
ruled that Evers’ rescinding of
the appointments was not
invalidated by a later court
ruling that put on hold the
decision that allowed him to
take the action.   

The Supreme Court over-
turned the appeals court rul-
ing in favor of Evers. The
court’s four conservative jus-
tices ruled in favor of Republi-
cans, while its three liberal
members dissented.   

Evers’ refusal to reappoint
the 15 people angered Senate
Republicans, who have yet to
vote on any appointees made
by Evers. The governor has
dismissed criticism of his
action by Fitzgerald and his
refusal to confirm his Cabi-
net members as ‘‘huffing
and puffing.’’   

Smart
From Page 1A

Smart said she believes we
have a long way to go in
making sure sexual assault
survivors have the support
and services they need to
handle living with their
personal experiences.

She said as she has trav-
eled and shared her story,
numerous other survivors
have approached her to
share theirs.

Smart said the statistics
of sexual assault are shock-
ing and whether we know it
or not, we do know some-
one who has been affected.

According to the Nation-
al Sexual Violence

Resource Center, 51% of
females reported being
raped by an intimate part-
ner or acquaintance. Just
over 52% of men reported
being raped by an acquain-
tance.

“I have men come up to
me and disclose to me
(their experiences), which
is even more taboo,” Smart
said. “This year alone,
there will be over 12,000
men who are raped.”

Smart said it’s always
important to belief those
who say they’ve been sexu-
ally assaulted. If they are
lying, Smart explained the
truth will come out later,
but if they aren’t, not
believing them can set
them back tremendously

and the victim may not
want to ever open up again.

Smart also shared what
has helped her move for-
ward, what that process
can look like for sexual
assault survivors and
touched on the local Jayme
Closs case. Closs was
abducted at 13-years-old in
Barron, Wis. by Jake Pat-
terson. He later pleaded
guilty to killing both Closs’
parents and kidnapping
her.

Smart said she’s just on
the sidelines cheering the
Closs family on. 

“I really haven’t con-
cerned myself with Patter-
son. I’ve been more con-
cerned with Jayme and her
healing and recovery,”

Smart said. “As far as Pat-
terson goes, yes, I’m glad he
pleaded guilty and I’m glad
he stuck to that plea. That’s
just one less nightmare for
the family to deal with.”

Smart, now a married
mother of three, dedicates
most of her time to advo-
cating for recovery pro-
grams, national legislation
and, of course, continually
sharing her story.

“I guess I won’t know the
full impact, maybe ever, of
speaking but I know that
when I go out and speak
and I meet with people and
I listen to their stories, I
know that it at least creates
the opportunity to have
these conversations,” Smart
said.

Saturday
From Page 1A

The farmers market runs
Saturdays through October
from 8 a.m. to noon.

While produce will be
limited during the first
market, Bruce said there
will be garden starting
plants available for sale and
many selections of ready-
to-eat food and crafts. Bruce
said the vendors are largely
the same this year as in
2018.

“My favorite thing is that
the way the community

embraces coming to the
market,” he said. “They
want to come to the market
because it’s something they
want to participate in. They
can socialize and it brings
people together."

Spring art crawl
Student art will be high-

lighted during the Mother
of All Art Crawls on Satur-
day.

Three locations will fea-
ture young artists: elemen-
tary students’ art at Martha
Merrell’s Books, 231 W.
Main St.; art from Wauke-
sha Catholic schools and

Heritage Christian School
at Daylee Public House, 453
W. Main St.; and student art
at Otto’s Art Academy, 312
W. Broadway.

The 106th Waukesha Art
Crawl will be from 4 p.m. to
10 p.m. Saturday at partici-
pating businesses in down-
town Waukesha.

Lynn Gaffey, owner of
Almont Gallery, said Satur-
day is a huge day for
Waukesha and hopes people
will come out and enjoy the
city. 

“Let’s hope that the
weather is more forgiving,
but it’s time to get out and

enjoy downtown and all
that we have to offer, from
the art galleries to great
stores and the great restau-
rants, too,” Gaffey said.

Art crawls are a fun time
to meet your neighbors and
see artists, she said. 

RiverWalk for Cancer
Downtown Waukesha will

also be filled Saturday by
people raising money to
fight cancer and fund
research.

ProHealth Care organizes
three walks every year on
the same Saturday to raise
money. The LakeWalk for

Cancer is held in
Oconomowoc, the Park-
Walk for Cancer is in Muk-
wonago and the RiverWalk
for Cancer is in Waukesha’s
Frame Park. 

On-site registration, T-
shirt pickup and raffle
sales open at 8 a.m. Each
on-site program begins at
9:30 a.m. and each walk
begins at 10 a.m. Informa-
tion is available at Pro-
HealthCare.org/Walksfor-
Cancer.

The Waukesha RiverWalk
ambassador this year is
Matt Harris, who is a testic-
ular cancer survivor. He

was diagnosed at age 27,
and now at age 31, he’s
preparing for his wedding
in June and looking for-
ward to married life.

Oconomowoc LakeWalk
ambassador Janet Turner,
MD, is a breast cancer sur-
vivor and the Mukwonago
ParkWalk ambassador is
Stephanie Harshburger, a
breast cancer survivor who
was diagnosed on her 39th
birthday. 

Since the walks for can-
cer began, $6.7 million was
raised that has also
remained in Waukesha
County.
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Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Child safety advocate Elizabeth Smart looks out into the sold-out gymnasium of Waukesha County Technical College Tuesday.


