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WAUKESHA — Bail was
set at $100,000 Wednesday
for a man accused of hold-
ing a gun to his ex-girl-
friend’s head, hitting her
with it, and choking her
during an incident on Peb-
ble Valley Road that ended
peacefully after several
hours Tuesday morning.

Ishiah Harris, 26, of Glen-
dale was charged Wednes-
day in Waukesha County
Circuit Court with first-
degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety, strangulation and
suffocation, intimidating a
victim, felony bail jump-
ing, and misdemeanor bat-
tery. He also was ordered to
have no contact with the
woman. Due to penalty
enhancers for previous
convictions, he faces more
than 44 years in prison if
convicted of all the counts
against him. He is to
appear in court again July
24.

According to the com-
plaint, a woman in the 2500
block of Pebble Valley
Drive called police at about
4:09 a.m. Tuesday to report
Harris beat her with a gun;
she called from a neigh-
bor’s yard, saying she
feared Harris would shoot
her if he saw her and had
previously told her he did-
n’t care whether she lives
or dies.

The woman reported
Harris was at her home
despite a no-contact order
following a previous
domestic incident, for
which Harris is pending
on a felony charge of
intimidating a victim as
well as counts of damag-
ing property and disorder-
ly conduct. At some point
in the night, he became
enraged and jealous, point-

ing a loaded handgun at her
and hitting her with it, the
complaint said.

Police were at the scene
for several hours until Har-
ris emerged peacefully.
Afterward, officers
searched the house with the
woman’s permission, find-
ing a magazine from the gun
in the bathroom where she
said it would be, as well as a
round of ammunition and a
knife the woman said she
hid in a couch in case she
needed it, the complaint
said. Police also found a 9
mm handgun.

The woman reported Har-
ris, despite the no-contact
order, asked her Monday

night if he could stay at her
home, but later demanded
the passcode for her phone,
the complaint said. She
reported he punched her, hit
her in the head with the gun
repeatedly, and pointed the
gun against her temple, say-
ing, “I should kill you,” the
complaint said. The woman
further reported Harris
choked her, and threatened
her not to go to court hear-
ings in the prior domestic
matter, the complaint said.

Harris told police the
woman talked about him
coming to her house Mon-
day night, so he took a taxi
from Milwaukee. Harris
said they talked on a couch

for a while, he went to
another room to smoke mar-
ijuana, returned to the
couch where they hugged
and kissed until he fell
asleep. “The next thing Har-
ris says he remembers is he
woke up to the police out-
side saying his name,” and

he went outside to look for
the woman and was arrest-
ed, the complaint said. 

Harris denied any argu-
ment or altercation, denied
knowing there was a gun in
the house and that he ever
owned or possessed one, the
complaint said. 
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MADISON — Wisconsin
broke a record for confirmed
new COVID-19 cases Tues-
day for the fourth time in six
days, as Gov. Tony Evers and
state health leaders
implored people to wear
masks and take other steps
to slow the spread of the
coronavirus.

The state Department of
Health Services reported 964
new cases Tuesday, breaking
a previous high of 926 cases
on Saturday. Deaths
increased by six to 826 on
Tuesday. Of everyone tested,
6.5% were positive, continu-
ing a generally upward trend
in recent weeks.

“We need to get back to
working together to flatten
the curve so our health care
system won’t become over-
whelmed,” Evers said at a
news conference. “The situa-
tion is still serious, folks.”

In Waukesha County, three
of the four highest daily case
counts on record came in the
last week. The hospitaliza-
tion rate, however, remains
steady at 12%. There are cur-
rently 491 active cases in the
county. There have been 40
deaths and 1,312 recoveries. 

Andrea Palm, Wisconsin’s
health secretary, and Dr.
Ryan Westergaard, the
state’s chief medical officer
for infectious disease, joined
Evers to urge wearing face
coverings to slow the spread
of the virus. They also called
for taking other precautions
such as staying at home, lim-
iting trips out, washing
hands frequently, physically
distancing from others and
getting tested if they have
symptoms or were around
people who tested positive.

“These numbers are the
result of significant commu-
nity spread here in Wiscon-
sin,” Palm said.

Evers also downplayed
New York’s decision to add
Wisconsin to its list of states
from which visitors are
required to be quarantined

for 14 days upon entering
New York. Evers said he
doubted the move would
hurt the state economically
and noted that it was not
practical to issue a similar
restriction in Wisconsin on
people coming in from New
York.

Contributing:
The Associated Press 

More record
highs in daily

COVID-19 cases
for state, county

By the numbers

Waukesha County COVID-
19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 491
■ Recovered: 1,312
■ Deceased: 40
■ Cumulative case total: 1,843
■ Daily confirmed case count:
71

Emergency department 
visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 6
■ Flu symptoms: 5

■ County weekly 
unemployment claims: 13,000
■ Percentage positive test
results: 5.7%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 12%
■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 470.8
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 670.2
Case fatality percentage: 2%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 2%

Hardest-hit municipalities by
cases
■ Waukesha: 492
■ New Berlin: 217
■ Menomonee Falls: 169
■ Brookfield: 155

Most affected age group:
■ 20-29 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 827
■ Positive tests: 38,727
■ Negative tests: 686,299

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 
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The Muskego-Norway School District’s spear logo hangs on a wall near the high school’s
football field.
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MUSKEGO – As some
sports teams at the national
level re-evaluate their Native
American-themed mascots
and logos, some have called
for a similar process at the
local level. 

Wausau School Board
President and Ho-Chunk
Nation Supreme Court Asso-
ciate Justice Tricia Zunker
is introducing a motion this
month, which would ulti-
mately call on the state Leg-
islature to mandate school
districts retire Native Amer-
ican-themed mascots and
logos. 

Zunker said that for her,
this is an educational issue,
not a matter of opinion,
adding that mascots often
perpetuate inaccurate
stereotypes of Native Ameri-
cans. Zunker said mascots
don’t stay within district
boundaries either, recalling
a 2017 headline in the Antigo
Daily Journal: “Red Robins
scalp Indians in (a) 6-0
shutout.” 

“It has never been educa-
tional policy to stereotype an
entire race of people,”
Zunker said. She said this
will be the second time
Wausau’s school board is
putting forward a resolution
to the Wisconsin Association
of School Boards on this
issue, with the last attempt
being last year which failed
to get enough votes. If

passed, the WASB would call
on the Legislature to take
action and initiate the retire-
ment of certain logos and
mascots in Wisconsin. 

Some logos and mascots
are more obviously Native
American-themed than oth-
ers though. The Muskego-
Norway School District,
with the Warrior as its mas-
cot and a spear as its logo,
said it is not, in fact, connect-
ed to the indigenous people
of the United States.

In a statement, Superinten-
dent Dr. Kelly Thompson
said, “The Muskego-Norway
School District is keenly
aware of the debate over the
appropriate use of indige-
nous images and symbols as
mascots and logos for sports
teams as it has been a point
of debate for many years...
Our other five schools within
the District also do not have
Native American imagery in
their mascots, names or
logos. We take great care to
honor all cultures and histo-
ries and to represent ethnic
groups in a positive and sup-
portive way.”

Zunker is currently presi-
dent of the Wausau School
District School Board. She
also is running for a second
time for Congress on the
Democratic ticket against
U.S. Rep. Tom Tiffany, R-Wis.,
who defeated her in May in a
special election following the
sudden retirement of former
Republican U.S. Rep. Sean
Duffy, but the two will face
off again in November. 

Zunker said even if the
resolution did not gain
enough support last time
around, it still resulted in
positive change, with some
districts taking it upon
themselves to change mas-
cots and logos. One of those
districts was Menomonee
Falls, which dropped its mas-
cot, the Indian, following a 5-
2 school board vote to do so.
Some school board candi-
dates have since run on plat-
forms calling for the rein-
statement of the old mascot
and the ousting of the super-
intendent. 

“There were districts that
made the change on their
own (and) that wouldn’t have
happened if we didn’t start
this conversation,” Zunker
said. “It still is a win in my
book.” 

The Mukwonago Area
School District has also
faced scrutiny over the years
due to its mascot, the Indian.
The district was at one point
involved in a multi-year
legal battle with the state
Department of Public
Instruction to get rid of its
nickname, but so far the
name has stuck. 

To those who would argue
certain mascots are a way of
honoring Native American
history, Zunker said the best
way to do that would be
teaching such history in the
classroom. 

Zunker said the deadline
for the resolution is Septem-
ber but she expects a WASB
vote sometime in January. 

Native American-themed
mascots, logos under scrutiny
Muskego-Norway superintendent

says district’s mascot, 
logo not native-affiliated 

What do you think?
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DWD awards
WCTC grant
for training in

county jails
MADISON — The Wiscon-

sin Department of Workforce
Development granted Wauke-
sha County Technical College
nearly $75,000 through the
Expanded Wisconsin Fast
Forward Training in County
Jails program. The grant pro-
gram is a result of the collab-
oration between WCTC, For-
ward Careers, Inc. and DWD
and will assist the training of
60 inmates at the Waukesha
County Jail.

The grant seeks to increase
the work readiness of
inmates, increase employ-
ment post-release and reduce
recidivism. To fulfill these
goals, inmates will receive
career development in com-
mercial truck driving or food
preparation, occupational
academic training, employa-
bility skills and training
using the Cognitive Behav-
ioral Interventions for
Offenders Seeking Employ-
ment curriculum. Those who
complete the training suc-
cessfully will receive a certifi-
cate of completion that can
be shared with potential
employers.

After the inmates are
released, they will receive
support in finding a job, con-
tinuing education, obtaining
on-the-job training and/or
accessing other resources.

Allegedly battered
man during vape

cartridge purchase
WAUKESHA — A 19-year-

old Menomonee Falls man
was charged Wednesday with
armed robbery and substan-
tial battery, both felonies,
after he was allegedly
involved in a deal to buy vape
cartridges containing mari-
juana that resulted in a fight
and shots being fired in the
St. Anthony Church parking
lot, N74-W13604 Appleton
Ave., around 2:41 p.m. Tues-
day. 

Ikechukwu Opara faces up
to about 43 years in prison if
convicted.

When a police officer
arrived on the report of an
armed robbery at the parking
lot on Tuesday, he found a
vehicle with three occupants,
one of whom had a bleeding
forehead and who said he had
been pistol whipped. The sus-
pects had fled the scene.

One officer said the suspect
description matched that of a
man he encountered on a call
in the area a week before, so
he went to that man’s resi-
dence where they arrested
two suspects, both 14 years
old.

Another officer recognized
the description of the third
suspect whom he believed to
be Opara. 

According to the criminal
complaint, the victims told
police they had gone to the
parking lot to buy “carts,”
which is a street term for vap-
ing cartridges containing
marijuana. One victim said
when they got there, two sub-
jects allegedly produced
handguns and ordered him
out of his vehicle. They and a
third person then began
punching and kicking him
and took cash from his wallet
before fleeing on foot, accord-
ing to the complaint. He told
police that he believed shots
were fired, but he was not
struck by a bullet. 

The victim’s sister told
police she had posted on
Snapchat that she had two
“carts” for sale and got a
response from a friend who
was identified as one of the
14-year-old suspects arrested,
according to the complaint.

In the parking lot, one offi-
cer found three fired casings
from a .22 caliber firearm, as
well as an unfired .22 caliber
cartridge and a wallet. 

The suspects told police
they allegedly did not have
the money to pay for the car-
tridges so they thought of a
plan to rip off the victim. One
suspect said he had two guns
he had stolen from his grand-
father that day.

The victim who was driv-
ing was upset when he was
ordered out of the car, accord-
ing to the suspects, and they
got into an argument.

Opara is due in court for a
hearing on Friday.

19-year-old
Falls man
charged

with armed
robbery

Oconomowoc Moonlit Movies showing
live-action ‘Aladdin’ tonight

OCONOMOWOC — Due to the thunderstorms on July
9, Moonlit Movies in Oconomowoc was postponed. 

The drive-in feature of the live action “Aladdin” will be
shown tonight instead. The parking lot opens at 8 p.m.
and is a first-come, first-parked event. It will be shown at
the Oconomowoc High School parking lot. 

For more information, visit moonlitmovies.org.

Bail set at $100K for suspect in Tuesday domestic incident 
Complaint: Man held gun to woman’s head, choked her


