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Howl-O-Ween, 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. today,
Retzer Nature Center, S14-W28167
Madison St., Town of Genesee. $15 per
carload. Recommended for families with
children under 10. An unhaunted Hal-
loween event.

Annual Lapham Peak Fright Hike, 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. today and Saturday,
W329-N846 Highway C, Town of
Delafield. Online tickets $10 per person at
http://bit.ly/frighthike19. At the door for
$15 per person (cash only). $5/vehicle fee
or valid annual State Park sticker to
access the park. Walk over 1 mile of

haunted trail. Musical entertainment by
the bonfire. Concessions available at the
Evergreen Shelter, all concession pro-
ceeds benefit the Ice Age Trail. Rain or
shine. www.frighthike.org

Comedy Sportz, 6:15 p.m. meal and 7
p.m. show Saturday, Oconomowoc Arts
Center, 641 Forest St., Oconomowoc.
262-560-3172, www.oasd.k12.wi.us

Children’s Show - Space Aliens: Look-
ing for Life in the Universe, 11 a.m. Sat-
urday; General Show - Chasing the Ghost
Particle: From the SP to the Edge of the

Universe, 1 p.m. Saturday, Horwitz-DeRe-
mer Planetarium, Retzer Nature Center,
S14-W28167 Madison St., Town of Gene-
see. $5 admission. https://sdw.wauke-
sha.k12.wi.us/planetarium

17th annual Jack-O-Lantern Jaunt and
Halloween Haunt, 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
today and Saturday, Mukwonago’s Field
Park. $2 for adults, $1 for children 12 and
under, and free admission for babies —
with additional donations to support local
projects welcome. Lighted carved pump-
kins, face painting, games, crafts. Food
and refreshments.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Few 
showers
High 57 
Low 44

See complete forecast on 8A
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Milwaukee-Waukesha-West
Allis is among the top 10 best-
paying large metro areas in
the U.S. for workers under age
25, according to an analysis
by AutoInsurance.org.

A relatively low cost of liv-
ing combined with plenty of
high-earning jobs make Mil-
waukee an attractive place for
young people to call home,
according to the analysis.
Companies headquartered in

the Milwaukee metro area
include A.O. Smith, Harley-
Davidson, and Kohl’s Depart-
ment Stores.

While residents must
brave the long, cold winters,
they   also   embrace   their 

MILWAUKEE-WAUKESHA-WEST ALLIS

Area among
best-paying
for young
workers

Fifth on U.S. top-10 list 
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The Milwaukee metro area — which includes Waukesha and
West Allis — is fifth on a top-10 list of best-paying large metro
areas for workers under 25, according to an analysis by
AutoInsurance.org.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

Manufacturing methods and more
Local students get a peek at opportunities in the field

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha County Technical College part-time instructor Andy Hoerig (left) shows high school students a more hands-in
form of automation. Middle and high school students attended an expo on manufacturing careers Thursday at Waukesha
County Expo Center.

WAUKESHA — Over 800 local middle and
high school students got to learn about the
multiple fields of manufacturing that could
provide them with future job opportunities
Thursday at the Waukesha County Expo
Center.

As October is Manufacturing Awareness
Month in Wisconsin, the Waukesha County
Business Alliance helped bring area manu-
facturing companies to Waukesha to speak
to students.

“The number one reason our students
attend this fair is for exposure to career
paths right in our own back yard,” said Mol-
lie Heilberger, School District of Waukesha
career and technical education coordinator.
“They can then make the connection class
as to how their learnings apply to the real
world.”

Shadyn Welte (front) learns about automation from Waukesha County
Technical College instructor Jesse Stuller.See STUDENTS, PAGE 8A

The little voice 
inside your head
How you talk to yourself
affects relationships 8B
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WAUKESHA — The brother of
a former Waukesha woman who
died after a surgical procedure in
Florida over a decade ago is still
working in her memory, advocat-
ing for changes in medical mal-
practice laws, including an initia-
tive to allow patients to have
surgeries recorded in Wisconsin.

Julie Ayer Rubenzer, a former
Waukesha woman, died in late
2003 after being administered

propofol, the same drug that
killed Michael Jackson, by some-
one who was not authorized to
give it in a Florida procedure, her
family has said since. Her broth-
er, Wade Ayer, has been working
with people across the state and
nation, founding the National
Organization for Medical Mal-
practice Victims and finding a
community of people sharing
similar concerns and stories.
Ayer has worked with Democrat-
ic state Rep. Christine Sinicki of
Milwaukee to introduce the Sur-
gical Black Box Bill and The Doc-

tor-Patient Visit for High-Risk
Patients Bill to the state Legisla-
ture, where similar efforts died
twice previously.

The first bill would allow
patients to request to have surgi-
cal procedures recorded, and the
companion would mandate elec-
tronic access to high-risk
patients’ doctor visits for family
members who can’t be there, or
may want to know about pre-
scription and other advice
offered, Ayer said.

On Saturday, Sinicki is to
announce another attempt at

introducing the bill, at the Mil-
waukee Film Festival, where she
will participate in a panel discus-
sion on medical malpractice after
an 11 a.m. showing of the award-
winning documentary “Bleed
Out,” by Steve Burrows, a Green-
dale man who shared his moth-
er’s experiences after a common
hip procedure; Burrows will
screen the movie and be part of
the panel discussion. The film
also will be shown Tuesday at the
state Capitol.

“That’s the whole reasoning
about the black box, is that medi-
cal examiners and other people
can have a tool to find out really

Family photo

The last photo taken of Wade Ayer and his
sister, Julie Rubenzer, taken together, as
they were on a yacht in Sarasota boating to
Tampa, Fla. Rubenzer died in 2003, after a
cosmetic surgery in Florida that her family
believes was caused by medical error.

Cedarburg man pushes for change in sister’s memory
‘Surgical Black Box Bill’ to be reintroduced in Legislature;

announcement to come at Milwaukee Film Festival 

See BLACK BOX, PAGE 8A

See WORKERS, PAGE 8A

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

Carroll clinic helps
clients with disabilities
free of charge 3A
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Black Box
From Page 1A

what happened. That’s
where I am headed with
this. It gives an insight,”
Ayer, of Cedarburg, said.
“This time we have a major
documentary like ‘Bleed
Out’ that won all sorts of
prestigious awards. HBO
vetted all the facts and is not
afraid of Aurora and the
Wisconsin Hospital Associa-
tion. ... It is a very damning
documentary as it happened
right here in Wisconsin.
And the producer flew in
from Hollywood to have this
shown on the big screen.
When the average person
sees ‘Bleed Out’ I am more
than certain they will say it
is time for recordings and
transparency.”  

Sinicki said the film
underscores a need for bills
like the ones she’s intro-
duced previously and will
again. If adopted, Wiscon-
sin would be the first in the
nation to pass such a bill.

“When I saw the film, I
thought, ‘Oh my gosh, that’s
what my bill does.’ It
addresses every issue in
there,” Sinicki said, adding
her bill would prevent
physicians from declining
patient requests for record-

ing. “People are looking at
this as a malpractice bill but
that’s not what it started out
or we want to look at it as.
It’s something both the doc-
tor and a patient can use.”

Opposition, eventual 
law expected

Ayer said he’s tried to talk
to state and federal legisla-
tors about this effort in the
past, only to be met with
rescheduled appointments,
conditions placed on him
like not inviting the press or
bringing a camera, and peo-
ple who outright changed
positions, telling him one
thing then acting in another
way. He’s not deterred,
though, because “every
time it’s picking up speed.”

Mark Grapentine, vice
president of communica-
tions for the Wisconsin Hos-
pital Association, said in an
email he could not respond
to the proposed bills
because he hasn’t seen
them. 

But he also shared a 2017
memo sent to the Legisla-
ture following a similar pro-
posal, which said the WHA
believed that bill would “not
help, but interfere and com-
plicate, the ability for health
care providers to deliver
high quality care for
patients.” That memo said

recording things may “dis-
rupt the work flow of the
surgical team, add unneces-
sary and potential(ly) dan-
gerous time to surgical
cases, and potentially intro-
duce dangerous and lethal
infections to the sterile
environment ...

“Detailed operating room
records are kept during
every surgical case that
includes who is in the room,
who is doing what, and the
patient response. These
records are available to the
patient and to others with
the patients’ permission,”
the WHA memo said.

Sinicki said she did not
believe it was likely that a
reintroduced bill would
pass the Legislature this
time around, "but it’s some-
thing we have to keep push-
ing because it’s the future of
medical records. I think
part of legislation is educa-
tion and that’s what we’re
working on now.”

Sinicki added “a lot of
doctors are ready to use this
for training purposes,” and
“quite a few” doctors have
told her such a bill is “des-
perately needed.”

‘Never Events’
In medical circles, “never

events” are things that
should never happen. The

term is also the title of a
documentary done by a San
Diego-based filmmaker
which includes Rubenzer’s
and Ayer’s story. Ayer said
his father Don’s book, “The
Who’s Next Club: A Cosmet-
ic Surgery Disaster,”
attracted the attention of
Angela Asatrian, who her-
self had a friend who expe-
rienced what she believes
was a medical error inci-
dent.

After finding Wade Ayers
group on Facebook and talk-
ing to him and his parents,
Asatrian said she was “com-
pletely shocked and blown
away” by what she heard.

“After doing the research,
(medical errors are) pretty
much a leading cause of
death in the U.S. The fact
that it’s this common or this
prevalent, whether it the
third, fourth for fifth (lead-
ing cause of death), all of
these issues are pre-
ventable. It’s something we
need to shed light on," she
said.

Asatrian said she’s
applied for “Never Events”
to be shown at Sundance
and other film festivals. 

In addition, “Never
Events” contains a song
written by a local man, Dave
Ciccantelli, titled “Angel in
the Grey,” which discusses

the Ayer family’s journey
that began with Julie’s
death and their subsequent
efforts to effect change.
Ayer said it’s already had
hundreds of views online in
its first few weeks of
release.
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Interested in these
jobs and more? Go to

www.gmtoday.com and click
“Jobs” for more details.
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Cummings,
powerful 

congressman
leading

Trump probe,
has died

BALTIMORE (AP) —
Democratic Maryland Rep.
Elijah E. Cummings, a
sharecropper’s son who
rose to become a civil rights

champion and
the chairman
of one of the
U.S. House
c o m m i t t e e s
leading an
impeachment
inquiry of
P r e s i d e n t
D o n a l d

Trump, died Thursday of
complications from long-
standing health problems.
He was 68.    

Cummings advocated for
the poor in his black-major-
ity district, which encom-
passes a large portion of
Baltimore and more well-to-
do suburbs.    

As chairman of the House
Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee, Cummings led
investigations of the presi-
dent’s government deal-
ings, including probes in
2019 relating to Trump’s
family members serving in
the White House.   

Trump criticized the
Democrat’s district as a
‘‘rodent-infested mess’’
where ‘‘no human being
would want to live.’’ 

Cummings replied that
government officials must
stop making ‘‘hateful,
incendiary comments’’ that
distract the nation from its
real problems, including
mass shootings and white
supremacy.     

On Thursday, Trump
ordered flags at the White
House, military bases and
other federal buildings to
be flown at half-staff
through Friday to honor
Cummings. He also tweeted
his ‘‘condolences to the fam-
ily and many friends of
Congressman Elijah Cum-
mings. I got to see firsthand
the strength, passion and
wisdom of this highly
respected political leader.’’
The tweet made no refer-
ence to past feuds.    

Former President Barack
Obama, whose 2008 presi-
dential bid counted Cum-
mings as an early support-
er, said he and his wife,
Michelle, were ‘‘heartbro-
ken’’ by the loss of their
friend.    

Obama described Cum-
mings as ‘‘steely yet com-
passionate, principled yet
open to new perspectives.’’   

Throughout his career,
Cummings believed in
much-debated approaches
to help the poor and addict-
ed, such as needle exchange
programs to reduce the
spread of AIDS.   

A key figure in the Trump
impeachment inquiry, Cum-
mings had hoped to return
to Congress within about a
week after a medical proce-
dure for which he didn’t
offer details. He’d previous-
ly been treated for heart
and knee issues.   

Cummings

Workers
From Page 1A

summers, celebrating nearly every sum-
mer weekend with festivals and cultural
events. Young Milwaukeeans can also take
advantage of sailing, windsurfing, and
kitesurfing on Lake Michigan.

The analysis rated the area fifth on a U.S.
top-10 list. The other metros from 10th to
first are Hartford-West Hartford-East,
Hartford, Connecticut; Boston-Cambridge-
Newton, Massachusetts-New Hampshire;
Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, Washington;
Cleveland-Elyria, Ohio; Providence-War-
wick, Rhode Island-Massachusetts; Indi-
anapolis-Carmel-Anderson, Indiana; Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania; Cincinnati, Ohio;
and Omaha-Council Bluffs, Nebraska-
Iowa.

Data and analysis
Even though young adults are major

drivers of the labor force, their earnings
tend to be low. According to data from the
U.S. Census Bureau, people under age 25
earn significantly less than older, more
experienced workers. Nationwide, workers
under age 25 earn a median salary of
$25,700, roughly half of what workers ages
35-44, 45-54, and over 55 make. However,
median salaries vary considerably across
locations. Especially when accounting for
cost of living differences, some cities offer
far more in compensation to those just
starting out in their careers.

Although big cities have historically
attracted droves of recent graduates, the
high costs of living in places like New
York, Washington D.C, and San Francisco

make it hard for young people to afford
rent while also paying off student loans
and enjoying city life. Fortunately, there
are alternatives with robust job markets,
competitive wages, and lower living costs.

To find the best-paying metro areas for
young people, researchers at AutoInsur-
ance.org analyzed the latest earnings data
from the U.S. Census Bureau. Median earn-
ings for each metro were adjusted up or
down based on the relative cost of living in
that metro in order to get a comparable
metric of purchasing power across loca-
tions. In highly expensive cities, like New
York, cost-of-living adjusted earnings are
lower than actuals; whereas, in highly
affordable cities, such as Knoxville, cost-of-
living adjusted earnings are boosted up.

Only metro areas with over 100,000 peo-
ple were included in the analysis. Addi-
tionally, metro areas were grouped into the
following cohorts based on population size:

Small metros: 100,000-350,000
Midsize metros: 350,000-1,000,000
Large: more than 1,000,000
Overall, cities in the Midwest tend to pay

young workers the highest wages when
taking cost of living into account. 

For Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis,
those figures are:

Median earnings for full-time work-
ers under 25 (adjusted): $30,366

Median earnings for full-time work-
ers under 25 (unadjusted): $29,000

Median earnings for all full-time
workers (unadjusted): $50,000

Proportion of population under 25:
33.7%

Cost of living: 5% below average
For a complete list of results for all met-

ros, see AutoInsurance.org.

Students
From Page 1A

SDW partners with area
manufacturers to establish
hands-on learning opportu-
nities through school pro-
jects, internships, co-ops and
apprenticeships to address
the skills gap in their work-
place.

The district sent tech ed
students from Waukesha
West, North and South high
schools, as well as from But-

ler, Horning and Les Paul
middle schools. 

According to the alliance,
manufacturing is the num-
ber one contributor to Wis-
consin’s economy, producing
more than $63 billion in total
output last year, which is
19% of the state’s total Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

Some of the interactive
displays available for stu-
dents Thursday included an
interactive welding booth,
small press brake, a skid
steer loader and more.

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Chris Hanson, human resources business partner for Fabick
Cat, helps Dylan Swift figure out the controllers inside a skid
steer loader. Middle and high school students attended a
hands-on expo on manufacturing careers Thursday at the
Waukesha County Expo Center.
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