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Maria Walker helps fellow Home Depot employee David Larson install floors Thursday at Pewaukee Veterans Memorial Post
#9537, 202 Clark St. Walker and Larson were among more than a dozen Home Depot workers who volunteered their time
to help improve the post.
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PEWAUKEE — When
Shannon Bertsch posted a
note on social media last
fall about an upcoming
pasta dinner fundraiser for
local Pewaukee Veterans
Memorial Post #9537, she
had no idea it would lead to
a full-scale interior restora-
tion of the 50-year-old gath-
ering spot. 

On Thursday, Bertsch
chatted with veterans and
fellow auxiliary members
as more than a dozen volun-
teers from the Waukesha
Home Depot worked to fix
up the inside of the small
building at 202 Clark St.
painting walls, installing
flooring, and putting in new
bathroom fixtures. 

The volunteers, all
employees of the store,
donated their time, but the
money for the materials
came from a $12,000 grant
Bertsch secured from the
Home Depot Foundation,
thanks to help from a
friend. 

Maria Walker, who works
at the Home Depot, saw the
post and asked Bertsch if
she could come into the
store. 

“I had no idea what I was
going there for, but I have
known Maria for years, so I
said yes,” Bertsch recalled
Thursday. 

When she got there, the
friends started talking
about the grants that Home
Depot offers, and Walker
asked Shannon if she knew
of any organizations that

could use some money.
That’s when Shannon men-
tioned that the VFW could
use some updating. 

Getting the grant
A few days later, Adam

Arthur, a store manager,
did a walk-through at the
post and asked what
improvements the nonprof-
it wanted to make. 

“‘What would you like
done?,’ he asked, and we
went through every room,
inside and outside, and up
and down. A couple weeks
later he said ‘Here’s what I
am thinking,’” Bertsch
said. 

Bertsch submitted her
grant application in Decem-
ber and found out six weeks
later that the nonprofit had
received money for all the

projects they wanted to do. 
An active member of the

post’s auxiliary, Bertsch
and other volunteers had
tried to do what they could
over the years to spruce up
the space, like fundraising
for needed electrical work.
But those dollars only went
so far. 

“You try, but this is over
and above anything we
could have done on our
own, and more than we ever
thought possible,” Bertsch
said. 

With the buzzing of saws
and banging of hammers in
the background, Bertsch
teared up when asked how
her dad, Gerald Houser,
would have reacted to see-
ing all the work going on at
the building. A long-time
post member and Vietnam

War veteran, Houser died
two years ago. 

“He would be crying right
now,” she said. 

“It’s overwhelming, it’s
so cool. You don’t realize
how much a building can
mean to you. I grew up
here.”

A happy day 
Post Commander Patrick

Holloway, a Vietnam War
veteran who turns 73
today, was also impressed. 

“It’s outstanding. Initial-
ly our request was just
floors. It is probably one-
thousand percent more
than we anticipated,” Hol-
loway said. 

Observing the work from
the stairwell, post mem-
bers John Miller, 86, and
Rollie Crandall, 76, said
the renovations were fan-
tastic. 

“It’s amazing,” said
Miller, a Korean War veter-
an. 

Visiting the work site in
the morning, former Lt.
Governor Rebecca
Kleefisch talked about the
importance of such com-
munity gathering spots. 

“Anytime you have com-
munity volunteers coming
together to support our
Wisconsin veterans, it’s a
happy day,” Kleefisch said.
“Veterans secure our free-
dom, and I think this week
when we are all looking at
restricted movement, we
celebrate and appreciate
our freedoms an extra
ounce more.” 

Renovations at the VFW
post are expected to wrap
up sometime this week. 

Pewaukee VFW post gets facelift
Home Depot Foundation grant pays for new floors, bathrooms, etc.

Pewaukee Veterans Memorial Post #9537 members Rollie
Crandall, left, and John Miller pose for a photo Thursday at
the post, 202 Clark St. The men — Crandall a Vietnam War
veteran, Miller a Korean War vet — were there to watch
Home Depot volunteers work on the 50-year-old building.
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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
will be getting some addition-
al security coverage from the
Pewaukee Police Depart-
ment. 

The Pewaukee Village
Board recently approved a
request from the college,
agreeing to provide 50.5
hours of police service to the
campus a year, while classes
are in session.  WCTC will
pay the village $237,910 a year
under the change. That’s
about a $30,000 increase over
the previous contract. There
will also be a $1,000 increase
in the vehicle and equipment
fee the college pays to the vil-
lage, bringing that total to
$6,000. 

The move comes just three
months before the college’s
planned move to a year-
round academic year, which

is slated to begin in June. 
“The safety of our campus

community at WCTC is
paramount,” said WCTC
spokesman Andy Palen of
the change. “Due to this shift
in our calendar, the college
has requested an increase of
our on-site police officer cov-
erage to ensure a safe and
secure learning environ-
ment. The college is incredi-
bly grateful for its relation-
ship with the village of
Pewaukee Police Depart-
ment. We look forward to
partnering with the depart-
ment and continuing to focus
on a safe campus environ-
ment.”  

Pewaukee Police Chief
Timothy Heier told board
members last month that
while there might be some
overtime needed to backfill
the schedule due to vacations
and sick time, the depart-
ment believes it has the
resources to handle addition-
al coverage to the school. New bar takes

over Paz Pub 
on Main Street

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — The Des-
tination officially opened
its doors Jan. 1, changing
the long-time bar, Paz Pub,
to a new owner and a new
atmosphere.

The Destination, 218 E.
Main St., is owned by Des-
tiny Ramos, who was previ-
ously a bartender for 10
years at Paz Pub for then-
owner Fremin De La Paz.

Ramos said she has
always wanted to own her
own bar.

“It was like the perfect
opportunity for me since I
had already been here for
10 years and I’ve already
had a good clientele and a
lot of family and friends
here,” Ramos said. “It was
kind of a no-brainer for me
to kind of take it over, espe-
cially for (De La Paz) and
I.”

Ramos said there has
been a series of changes
made to the bar. There is a
fresh coat of paint in the
building, new beverage
coolers, shelving, signage,
branding and TVs. 

Ramos said they are also
renovating the back patio
area and have plans to get
the kitchen up and running
in the future.

The bar’s logo features a

Wisconsin state outline
with ‘The Destination’
written across it and a pin-
point of the location of
Waukesha. The name of
the bar, Ramos said, also
comes from her name, Des-
tiny.

“I was born and raised in
Waukesha,” Ramos said.
“So many people want to up
and leave, they’re like, ‘I
want to find bigger and bet-
ter things elsewhere.’ I
think that we have a great
city and I think that we
have a great state.”

The bar opened on Jan. 1,
which Ramos said included
a huge party because it was
during the Rose Bowl and
New Year’s Day. 

The bar plans to have a

grand opening party begin-
ning at 11 a.m. June 13.

The grand opening will
take place outside and
include food provided by
outside vendors and band
performances.

“A lot of people like to
have day drinking, sit out
in the sun, enjoy them-
selves,” Ramos said.

Ultimately, Ramos said
she wants to show every-
body the changes the bar
has made, what has stayed
the same and see new faces.

Ramos said the awning
over the bar advertises
their famous Bloody
Marys, which come hand-
made and loaded, with a
variation on the spice level.

“People actually do know

us for our Bloody Marys
and a lot of people have
stopped in just because of
the sign on the awning,”
Ramos said.

Overall, Ramos said the
atmosphere at the bar is
close-knit, with family and
friends. She said she is
happy to have new employ-
ees and see new customers.

Collages of photos of
friends of the bar are fea-
tured on the wall, as well as
a list of birthdays of regu-
lar customers and employ-
ees.

“It’s nice recognizing
that there’s one day of the
year that’s yours and all
these other people know
about it that care about
you,” Ramos said.

The Destination displays Waukesha pride

Ryan Stearns, business partner at
The Destination, makes a drink for
a customer on Thursday.
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Destiny Ramos, owner of The Destination, said she
worked at Paz Pub, the previous business at the bar,
for 10 years.

WCTC boosting police
presence on campus

Comes ahead of move to 
year-round academic calendar 

By Kelly Smith
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF LISBON — The
Plan Commission has
delayed for at least a month
approval of a Kwik Trip at
the south west corner of the
traffic circle at highways 164
and Q (County Line Road).

The consensus among
commissioners was that they
want to see the results of a
traffic study assessing the
impact traffic entering and
leaving the Kwik Trip will
have on highways 164 and Q
and the traffic circle that
connects them.

Kwik Trip Real Estate
Development Manager Troy
Mlezvia told the commission
the study may be completed
by the end of March, which
would be in time for a vote at
the Thursday, April 9 meet-
ing.

However, Teresa Nelson,
leader of the neighborhood
opposition, asked that the
vote be delayed at least until
May to give neighbors an
opportunity to review the
study and prepare a response
for the commission.

“Let’s see when we get the
study,” Town Chairman Joe
Osterman responded.

However, four commission-
ers, a majority of the seven-
member commission, indi-
cated either during the meet-
ing, or in interviews with
The Freeman thereafter,
they are ready to approve the
project provided there are no
surprise findings in the traf-
fic study.

Osterman said previous
traffic studies have shown
the traffic circle can handle
additional traffic and the
intersection of a state and
county highway is a logical
place for a fueling center.

However, neighbors living
in subdivisions southeast of

the traffic circle successfully
sidetracked a proposal six
years ago to develop a gas
station, car wash, conve-
nience store and restaurant
complex on the approximate-
ly 3 acres owned by Wexford
Heights LLP.

According to Nelson, Kwik
Trip plans for 13,350 square
feet of building and fuel
pumps, which is larger than
the previous proposal.

Nelson and five other resi-
dents complained of light
pollution, traffic congestion,
contamination of private
wells, and loss of real estate
property values, if the Kwik
Trip was approved.

Jeff Ertl, who owns and
operates a Mobile gas station
on Hwy Q, cited engineering
studies that warned of possi-
ble bottlenecks at a Highway
Q entrance to the Kwik Trip.

According to Ertl, west-
bound traffic coming out of
the traffic circle might be
either delayed or blocked by
motorists on Hwy Q turning
south into the Kwik Trip.

Mlezvia expressed confi-
dence that highway authori-
ties will establish safety
standards, which Kwik Trip
will meet.

He promised the company
would take steps minimizing
light pollution and the poten-
tial for well contamination.

He reminded the commis-
sion that Kwik Trip is a Wis-
consin based company. 

“We are not someone who
is going to develop the prop-
erty and then leave. We will
be good neighbors. We will
be accountable, and we will
be part the community,” he
concluded.

Lisbon delays 
Kwik Trip approval
Commissioners want traffic study

What do you think?
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Need Packing Materials 
for Moving or Shipping?

Available at The Freeman
801 N. Barstow St. (262) 542-2501
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