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TODAY’S BRIEFING
WISCONSIN

Man gets 3 years in prison for
threatening Jewish center

MILWAUKEE (AP) — A man has been
sentenced to three years in federal
prison for mailing threats to a Jewish
community center in suburban Mil-
waukee.    

Thirty-three-year-old Chadwick
Grubbs was sentenced Friday. Federal
prosecutors say he mailed the threats
to the Harry and Rose Samson Family
Jewish Community Center in White-
fish Bay last May while he was an
inmate at the Winnebago County Jail.   

Sheriff’s officials became aware of
the threats when the letters were
returned undelivered.   

The government says Grubbs
threatened to use firearms to cause
‘‘maximum carnage’’ and threatened
to use explosives to destroy the cen-
ter. The letters also contained sym-
bols associated with white
supremacist ideology.    

Grubbs pleaded guilty to three
counts in November.  

Restraining orders dropped 
by fighting parents

GREEN BAY (AP) — A couple and a
third parent cited for fighting at a
youth wrestling tournament in the
Fox Valley have agreed to drop their
restraining orders against each other.  

Shannon and Nicole Volkman, of
Shiocton, and Cassandra Hamill, of
Green Bay, appeared in court Thurs-
day where attorneys said the three
would work on an agreement outside
of court and submit it next week.    

The 33-year-old Hill was cited for
disorderly conduct following the
physical fight at Kimberly High
School Feb. 3. Thirty-nine-year-old
Shannon Volkman and his 33-year-old
wife Nicole were cited for disorderly
conduct and battery. The fight cap-
tured on cellphone video received
widespread attention and spurred
discussions about parental behavior
at youth sporting events.    

WLUK-TV reports the municipal
citations have not yet been paid and
the three are due back in court April
16.   

Foster home operators
charged with child neglect

OSHKOSH (AP) — The operators of
a foster home in Oshkosh are facing
child neglect charges involving three
teens who stayed at the house for sev-
eral months.   

Sixty-year-old Barbara Peterson
and her 35-year-old son, Alan Small,
are each facing three counts of
chronic neglect of a child. WLUK-TV
reports two 15-year-old boys who
stayed at the house said they were
provided a bucket to use as a toilet. A
16-year-old said he had to clean the
buckets with a hose outside. The
teens said they were confined to their
rooms and would have to hold a chair
over their heads or stand in the cor-
ner if they left.    

Investigators who went to the home
said the thermostat was set at 57
degrees. Court records do not list any
attorneys for Small or Peterson.  
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Washington Gov. Inslee 
joins 2020 Democratic 
presidential field

SEATTLE (AP) — Declaring cli-
mate change the nation’s most press-
ing issue, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee
launched his 2020 Democratic presi-

dential bid on Friday
with a promise to refo-
cus American govern-
ment and society.    

‘‘It is time for our
nation to set a new pri-
ority,’’ Inslee told sup-
porters gathered at a
solar panel business in
Seattle. ‘‘This is truly

our moment. It is our moment to
solve America’s most daunting chal-
lenge and make it the first, foremost
and paramount duty of the United
States ... to defeat climate change.’’   

The 68-year-old former congress-
man becomes the first governor to
enter a race dominated by senators.
Montana Gov. Steve Bullock and for-
mer Colorado Gov. John Hickenloop-
er also are eyeing presidential cam-
paigns.    

It won’t be easy for Inslee to garner
attention with prominent senators
already running: Cory Booker of
New Jersey, Kirsten Gillibrand of
New York, Kamala Harris of Califor-
nia, Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota,
Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Eliz-
abeth Warren of Massachusetts. For-
mer Vice President Joe Biden and
former Texas Rep. Beto O’Rourke also
are expected to make highly antici-
pated 2020 announcements in the
coming weeks.   

But Inslee says his emphasis on
combating climate change sets him
apart from his competitors and from
Republican President Donald Trump.  

U.S. hits Venezuela officials
with sanctions for blocking
aid

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump
administration imposed sanctions
Friday on six high-ranking members
of the Venezuelan security forces and
revoked the visas of other officials
and their relatives in the latest effort
to pressure President Nicolas
Maduro into leaving office.   

The sanctions are in response to the
blocking of humanitarian aid con-
voys last week while the visa revoca-
tions on ‘‘numerous’’ individuals are
intended to punish people who have
flourished amid the South American
country’s dire economic crisis,
Elliott Abrams, the special represen-
tative for Venezuela, told reporters.   

‘‘Maduro supporters that abuse or
violate human rights, steal from the
Venezuelan people or undermine
Venezuela’s democracy are not wel-
come in the United States,’’ Abrams
said. ‘‘Neither are their family mem-
bers who enjoy a privileged lifestyle
at the expense of the liberty and pros-
perity of millions of Venezuelans.’’   

The measures were the latest by the
Trump administration to increase
the international pressure on
Maduro, whose re-election last year
is seen as illegitimate, to resign and
turn power over to the opposition
leader Juan Guaido, who has been
recognized by the U.S. and 50 other
government as interim president.  
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In this Jan. 11, 2017 file photo, Allen Weisselberg, center, is seen
between President-elect Donald Trump, left, and Donald Trump Jr.
at a news conference in the lobby of Trump Tower in New York.
Donald Trump's former personal lawyer Michael Cohen mentioned
Weisselberg, the Trump Organization chief financial officer, sever-
al times in his public House Oversight testimony, linking him to
hush money payments to porn actress Stormy Daniels, who
alleged she had an affair with Donald Trump.

Trump claims Cohen book would 
prove ex-aide a liar

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump claimed
Friday that his former lawyer Michael Cohen shopped a book
to publishers that portrayed Trump in a favorable light, vast-
ly at odds with Cohen’s damning testimony to Congress.   

In a tweet, Trump said Cohen’s manuscript was a ‘‘love let-
ter’’ to him and said Congress should demand the manuscript
as evidence Cohen’s testimony this week was ‘‘fraudulent’’
and ‘‘dishonest.’’   

Cohen told a House panel Trump was a ‘‘racist,’’ ‘‘con man’’
and liar. He testified that Trump used his inner circle to cover
up politically damaging allegations about sex, and lied
throughout the 2016 election campaign about his business
interests in Russia.   

‘‘Congress must demand the transcript of Michael Cohen’s
new book, given to publishers a short time ago,’’ Trump tweet-
ed. ‘‘Your heads will spin when you see the lies, misrepresen-
tations and contradictions against his Thursday testimony.
Like a different person! He is totally discredited!’’   

Cohen testified to the House Oversight committee in public
Wednesday and to a House intelligence panel behind closed
doors on Thursday.      
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ahaynes@conleynet.com
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BROOKFIELD — A 32-
member Facility Planning
Task Force — made up of
parents, staff members and
community members — has
begun meeting in the Elm-
brook School District to start
the process of finding a solu-
tion to address current
enrollment trends at the ele-
mentary level.

At the group’s second meet-
ing, slated to take place on
Tuesday, a presentation will
be given explaining the dif-
ferent facility options the dis-
trict could use address pro-
jected enrollment growth.

According to the agenda
for the Tuesday meeting,
these options include build-
ing an addition, remodeling
and reopening Hillside Ele-
mentary School, 2250
Lynette Lane, and building a
new structure on district
property, among other ideas.

The Facility Planning
Task Force will also take a
look at the constraints with-
in Tonawanda Elementary
School, which is expected to
be the first K-5 school to
reach capacity in the district
starting in 2022-23.

The Elmbrook School Dis-

trict has reached its highest
level of resident student
enrollment since the 2003-04
school year.

Enrollment projections
predict an “aggressive
growth” will continue at
most Elmbrook elementary
schools over the next several
years.

A five-year enrollment pro-
jection predicts by 2022-23,
Tonawanda will have 512
students. The optimal capac-
ity for the building based on
class size is 494. While the
other elementary schools
aren’t expected to reach
capacity as soon as
Tonawanda, it doesn’t mean
they won’t ever approach
their limits as well, board
President Kathryn Wilson
previously told The Free-
man.

All elementary schools
will still see a solid enroll-
ment increase each year,
according to the projections.

The Facility Planning
Task Force will have to reach
a final solution to these
trends, which will be
brought forth as a proposal
to the Board of Education on
July 9.

Tuesday’s meeting will
start at 6 p.m. in the Central
Administrative Offices,
13780 Hope St.

ELMBROOK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Task force narrowing
down options to

address enrollment
growth

By McLean Bennett
262-306-5095

mbennett@conleynet.com

WEST BEND — A few
Waukesha County state law-
makers offered some critical
feedback on freshman Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers’ inau-
gural budget this week, echo-
ing a broad Republican
response framed by concern
the spending plan follows a
too-progressive theme and
would be unaffordable.

Evers unveiled his budget
on Thursday, outlining his
push to — among other
things — raise the state’s gas
tax while also increasing
funding for public schools,
colleges and universities
over the next two years.

Reaction by the state’s
leading Republican voices
was swift and critical.
Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos this week called the
spending plan a “liberal
wish list,” while Senate
Majority Leader Scott
Fitzgerald called it “one of
the most liberal budgets in
Wisconsin history.”

Evers’ budget address
“must have been music to
the ears of the average liber-
al because it echoed the same
old Democrat talking points
from the last eight years,”
state Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said in an
emailed statement this week.

“The governor appears to
be telling the Republican leg-
islature that he has better
ideas,” Allen said. “I did not
see or hear an olive branch of
bipartisanship.”

“I will stand with my
Republican colleagues in
crafting a responsible budget
that maintains vital services
and continues to grow Wis-
consin’s economy for the bet-
terment of all of its citi-
zens,” state Rep. Chuck
Wichgers, R-Muskego, said
in a statement on his Assem-
bly website.

The comments followed a
pattern of pushback seen
just north in Washington
County, where a retinue of
fellow Republican Assembly
members pushed back in

statements against the first-
term governor’s debut bud-
get.

“Not only was his budget a
missed opportunity for
bipartisanship, it was a cul-
mination of a liberal agen-
da,” Rep. Robert Brooks, R-
Saukville, said in a state-
ment.

Rep. Rick Gundrum, R-
Slinger, said he’d gone into
Thursday’s budget address
“cautiously optimistic” that
Evers would stick to a pledge
to seek bipartisanship.

“As the Governor began to
outline his budget proposal,
it became quite apparent that
his promise was insincere at
best,” Gundrum said in an
online statement following
the budget unveiling. “The
record amount of new gov-
ernment spending and the
divisive measures he has pro-
posed are very concerning.”

Still, Gundrum said he
found some things he liked
in the plan. The representa-
tive said he was “relieved” to
learn that Evers wants to
extend a state tuition freeze
begun by former Gov. Scott,
though he said he wouldn’t
support a proposal by Evers
to extend in-state tuition to

certain undocumented
immigrants living in Wis-
consin.

“As I dig deeper into the
Governor’s proposal over
the coming days,” Gundrum
said, “I will look more close-
ly to see if there are any
other areas that align with
the priorities of my con-
stituents.”

Tax hike, tax cut
The Associated Press this

week reported the governor’s
budget plan would raise prop-
erty taxes on median-valued
homes by $50 each of the next
two years. The AP also
reported the budget would
also propose a 10 percent
income tax cut aimed at the
state’s middle class.

On Twitter, Evers on Fri-
day said his budget would
lower gas prices despite an 8-
cent gas tax hike included in
his proposal. In his tweet,
the governor linked to a Wis-
consin State Journal article
that reported drivers could
end up paying less for gas
despite the tax increase
because of another Evers
proposal to eliminate Wis-
consin’s minimum markup
on gas.

“My budget makes it possi-
ble for Wisconsinites to pay
less at the pump than they do
now while raising the funds
needed to finally fix Wiscon-
sin’s roads,” Evers tweeted.

Public responds 
on social media

Local social media users in
the Waukesha area, mean-
while, echoed some lawmak-
ers’ concerns about the pro-
posal, while others sought to
defend elements of the plan.

“What I learned in elemen-
tary school in the 80s (and
since), is the budget is never
high enough,” one Facebook
user wrote on the Waukesha
Freeman’s social media page.
“30 years of being under-
funded and they haven't fig-
ured out how to work in the
budget they’re given? Figure
that out first, then we'll give
you more money.”

Another user, though,
seemed OK with a higher gas
tax — as long as the money
was well spent.

“I’m cool with a higher gas
tax as long as the roads in
Waukesha actually get
fixed,” the user wrote. “Hav-
ing to get an alignment every
other month sucks.”

Waukesha-area Republicans 
critical of Evers budget

Associated Press

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers shakes hands with Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald,
R-Juneau, after he unveiled his state budget at the State Capitol on Thursday in Madison.

PEWAUKEE — Wauke-
sha County Technical Col-
lege will hold a spring all-
campus open house on
March 14 from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. to share with potential
students and their families
details about WCTC and its
95+ associate degree, diplo-
ma and apprenticeship pro-
grams.

Representatives from

Admissions, Registration,
Financial Aid and Advising
will answer participants’
questions, and student vol-
unteers will help guests
navigate the campus, 800
Main St.

To register, visit
www.wctc.edu/open-house,
or for more information,
call the Outreach office at
262-691-5129.

WCTC to host spring
open house


