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Debt
From Page 1A

Evers mentioned the task
force in his State of the State
Address last Thursday. At
WCTC, he signed an execu-
tive order to create it. 

“It’s time to take action,”
said Evers. “And ensure a
great education doesn’t come
at the cost of decades of bur-
dening debt.” 

The task force will assess
the causes of student debt
and the associated challenges
for Wisconsinites and the
state economy, research best
practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of current poli-
cies.

The task force will provide
a future recommendation on
how the state can address
student loans. Evers did not
offer a timeline on imple-
menting potential solutions.

Two members of the new
task force were present at the
event: Connie Hutchison and
Lara Sutherlin. 

Hutchison emphasized the
importance of helping those
already in debt but also help-
ing prepare prospective col-
lege students so they don’t
take out more loans than nec-
essary. 

Sutherlin, a consumer pro-
tection attorney, said it is
important to address organi-
zations seeking to take
advantage of student debt
holders. “There’s such a
mountain of debt out there,
and with that is a lot of
predatory practices for how
to address your debt,”
Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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Pence’s appearance
brought out teachers and
their unions, which have
fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
sin’s voucher program.
There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
12,000 or so students are
attending charter schools
in the state. 
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Governor Tony Evers signs Executive Order 67, creating a task force on student debt.

Democrats’ 
early 2020 blitz

to strike in 
Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 
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Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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Choice
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Pence’s appearance
brought out teachers and
their unions, which have
fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
sin’s voucher program.
There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
12,000 or so students are
attending charter schools
in the state. 

www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Like us on Facebook:

www.twitter.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers signs Executive Order 67, creating a task force on student debt.

Democrats’ 
early 2020 blitz

to strike in 
Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 
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Debt
From Page 1A

Evers mentioned the task
force in his State of the State
Address last Thursday. At
WCTC, he signed an execu-
tive order to create it. 

“It’s time to take action,”
said Evers. “And ensure a
great education doesn’t come
at the cost of decades of bur-
dening debt.” 

The task force will assess
the causes of student debt
and the associated challenges
for Wisconsinites and the
state economy, research best
practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of current poli-
cies.

The task force will provide
a future recommendation on
how the state can address
student loans. Evers did not
offer a timeline on imple-
menting potential solutions.

Two members of the new
task force were present at the
event: Connie Hutchison and
Lara Sutherlin. 

Hutchison emphasized the
importance of helping those
already in debt but also help-
ing prepare prospective col-
lege students so they don’t
take out more loans than nec-
essary. 

Sutherlin, a consumer pro-
tection attorney, said it is
important to address organi-
zations seeking to take
advantage of student debt
holders. “There’s such a
mountain of debt out there,
and with that is a lot of
predatory practices for how
to address your debt,”
Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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Pence’s appearance
brought out teachers and
their unions, which have
fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
sin’s voucher program.
There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
12,000 or so students are
attending charter schools
in the state. 
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Governor Tony Evers signs Executive Order 67, creating a task force on student debt.

Democrats’ 
early 2020 blitz

to strike in 
Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 
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Debt
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Evers mentioned the task
force in his State of the State
Address last Thursday. At
WCTC, he signed an execu-
tive order to create it. 

“It’s time to take action,”
said Evers. “And ensure a
great education doesn’t come
at the cost of decades of bur-
dening debt.” 

The task force will assess
the causes of student debt
and the associated challenges
for Wisconsinites and the
state economy, research best
practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of current poli-
cies.

The task force will provide
a future recommendation on
how the state can address
student loans. Evers did not
offer a timeline on imple-
menting potential solutions.

Two members of the new
task force were present at the
event: Connie Hutchison and
Lara Sutherlin. 

Hutchison emphasized the
importance of helping those
already in debt but also help-
ing prepare prospective col-
lege students so they don’t
take out more loans than nec-
essary. 

Sutherlin, a consumer pro-
tection attorney, said it is
important to address organi-
zations seeking to take
advantage of student debt
holders. “There’s such a
mountain of debt out there,
and with that is a lot of
predatory practices for how
to address your debt,”
Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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Pence’s appearance
brought out teachers and
their unions, which have
fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
sin’s voucher program.
There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
12,000 or so students are
attending charter schools
in the state. 
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Governor Tony Evers signs Executive Order 67, creating a task force on student debt.

Democrats’ 
early 2020 blitz

to strike in 
Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 
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By Darryl Enriquez
Special to the Freeman
denriquez@wi.rr.com

WAUKESHA — Tom
“Bomber” Byrne remembers
working more than 50 con-
secutive days in the late
1970s to keep John’s Root
Beer, an iconic east side
drive-in, afloat when its
owner needed help.

Byrne remembers
motorists stopping at John’s
to load up on popcorn and
root beer before settling in to
see movies at the adjacent
Highway 59 Outdoor The-
ater. He also recalls seeing
once-open fields became
apartment buildings and a
wooded area become a
school bus parking lot.

Byrne says he’s seen plen-
ty as an employee of 45 years
for John’s Root Beer, 1317
Arcadian Ave.

What he’s looking at now
is retirement. Today will be
his last day there.

Owner John Meehean said
he’s experiencing a mild
panic over losing a staffer
who has been longer there
than he has.

“This business is more his
than mine,” Meehean said.
“He cooks, orders stock, does
the scheduling, makes bank
deposits. When I’m sick, he’s
here. I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.

“I’ve been here for 30
years. He’s got a lot to do
with that.”

Meehean is the fourth
John’s owner that Byrne has
worked for.

Byrne said he decided to
retire because he knew it
was time to do so. The long
hours on his feet cooking hot
dogs and other food over a
hot stove was taking a toll on
the 62-year -old.

Byrne began work at
John’s in 1974 when his fam-
ily lived on Perkins Avenue,
and he only needed to walk a
few blocks to get there. A
1975 graduate of Catholic
Memorial High School,
Byrne now lives near Horn-

ing Middle School.
“It was just time for me,”

Byrne said. “I didn’t think I
would last another summer. I
just got mentally tired and
physically it started to take

its toll. Occasionally, I’d have
to lift 50-pond bags of sugar
and just going up and down
the stairs.”

Byrne said his most vivid
memory of John’s was how

customers rallied to save the
root beer stand from finan-
cial ruin when business suf-
fered due to Arcadian
Avenue road construction a
few summers ago.

“The word got out that it
was hurting business,”
Byrne said. “The communi-
ty (responded) in amazing
numbers. That will always
stay with me.”

Dungeons, dragons and donuts, 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. tonight, Oconomowoc
Public Library, 200 South St. Free.

“The Marvelous Wonderettes,” 7:30
p.m. today and Friday, 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Sunset Playhouse, 700
Wall St., Elm Grove. 262-782-4430,
sunsetplayhouse.com

WADA Winter Antiques Show and
Sale, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha

County Expo Center, 1000 Northview
Road, Waukesha. $7 admission, $6 with
discount coupon on website. www.wis-
consinantiquesdealers.com

“Mars Lost,” 7:30 p.m. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Lake Country Playhouse,
221 E. Capitol Drive, Hartland. lake-
countryplayhousewi.org

St. Joan of Arc Annual Carnival, 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, St. Joan of Arc
School, 120 Nashotah Road, Nashotah.

Free admission, tickets for games start
at 25 cents.

OHS Jazz Dance Fundraiser, 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. Friday, Waukesha County Expo
Center, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. $20 adults, $15 students at the
door.

Special story time, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday, Books & Company, 1039
Summit Ave. Free. Book being read is
“Walter the Wily Walleye” by Bob Allen.
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The ROOT of
John’s success

‘Bomber’ of John’s Root Beer
retires today after 45 years

Darryl Enriquez/Special to The Freeman

Tom “Bomber” Byrne, left, and owner John Meehean share a moment in the kitchen of John’s Root Beer during the Wednes-
day lunch rush. Byrne is retiring today, ending a long career there.

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — Student debt
is on many minds, especially
for Maricha Harris, who at one
point had to choose between
her housing arrangement and
her car. She chose the car so she
could continue working — and
paying back her loans.

Harris, a Milwaukee native
and college graduate, spoke at
Waukesha County Technical
College Wednesday to share her
experience with college debt.
She said tumultuous life events
jeopardized her ability to make
payments on time, and the con-
sequences were dire for her
finances.

With a son born two weeks
after graduation and other life

expenses complicating her situ-
ation, Harris struggled. But she
remains optimistic about how
education can improve lives. 

“I knew that education was
going to change the trajectory
of my life,” she said. “Student
loans became the necessary
means for funding my dream.”  

Governor Tony Evers agrees
with that view. He said he
believes economic develop-

ment starts with education,
and that student debt is ulti-
mately holding back the state
and economy. 

Evers joined Harris, Depart-
ment of Financial Institutions
Secretary Kathy Blumenfeld
and others at WCTC to discuss
the establishment of a task
force on student debt. 

Looking to shrink student debt
Evers describes special task force while at WCTC

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers speaks with Waukesha
County Technical College President Kaylen
Betzig on Wednesday at WCTC.

“I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.”

— Owner John Meehean

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square 

MILWAUKEE — There is
now a rather large price tag
tied to the benefits of school
choice in Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty (WILL)
this week published a report
that says school choice pro-
grams will deliver $3.2 bil-
lion in new economic bene-

fits to Wisconsin over the
next two decades. 

“We look at the number of
graduates that would be pro-
jected in Madison and other
cities across Wisconsin in
the absence of school choice
in comparison to the num-
ber that are projected under
the numbers from the Urban
Institute study with stu-
dents enrolled in choice pro-
grams,” WILL Research

Director Will Flanders told
The Center Square. “This
increase in the number of
graduates is multiplied by
estimates of the impact of a
college degree on local
economies.”

Flanders said that school
choice students are more
likely to graduate from col-
lege than non-choice stu-
dents. And college gradu-
ates tend to make more

money than non-college
graduates. 

WILL’s study estimates
that choice programs
throughout Wisconsin could
be worth $100 million in eco-
nomic benefits for Madison,
$75 million in economic ben-
efits for Green Bay, $60 mil-
lion in economic benefits for
Appleton, $24 million in eco-
nomic benefits for La
Crosse, among benefits for

other Wisconsin localities. 
Flanders said there are

more benefits to school
choice than just higher grad-
uation rates and more stu-
dents going to college. 

“There are a wide number
of benefits of school choice
that have been found in
research. Choice programs
have been found to decrease
involvement in criminal
activity, decrease racial seg-
regation, and enjoy higher
levels of parental satisfac-
tion than traditional

schools,” Flanders said. 
There is a lot of talk about

school choice in Wisconsin
this week. It is National
School Choice Week, and
Vice President Mike Pence
came to the Wisconsin Capi-
tol on Tuesday to rally for
more school choice in the
state.  

Study: School choice to bring Wisconsin $3.2 billion
What do you think?
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

New economic benefits to come over next two decades, says WILL
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By Darryl Enriquez
Special to the Freeman
denriquez@wi.rr.com

WAUKESHA — Tom
“Bomber” Byrne remembers
working more than 50 con-
secutive days in the late
1970s to keep John’s Root
Beer, an iconic east side
drive-in, afloat when its
owner needed help.

Byrne remembers
motorists stopping at John’s
to load up on popcorn and
root beer before settling in to
see movies at the adjacent
Highway 59 Outdoor The-
ater. He also recalls seeing
once-open fields became
apartment buildings and a
wooded area become a
school bus parking lot.

Byrne says he’s seen plen-
ty as an employee of 45 years
for John’s Root Beer, 1317
Arcadian Ave.

What he’s looking at now
is retirement. Today will be
his last day there.

Owner John Meehean said
he’s experiencing a mild
panic over losing a staffer
who has been longer there
than he has.

“This business is more his
than mine,” Meehean said.
“He cooks, orders stock, does
the scheduling, makes bank
deposits. When I’m sick, he’s
here. I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.

“I’ve been here for 30
years. He’s got a lot to do
with that.”

Meehean is the fourth
John’s owner that Byrne has
worked for.

Byrne said he decided to
retire because he knew it
was time to do so. The long
hours on his feet cooking hot
dogs and other food over a
hot stove was taking a toll on
the 62-year -old.

Byrne began work at
John’s in 1974 when his fam-
ily lived on Perkins Avenue,
and he only needed to walk a
few blocks to get there. A
1975 graduate of Catholic
Memorial High School,
Byrne now lives near Horn-

ing Middle School.
“It was just time for me,”

Byrne said. “I didn’t think I
would last another summer. I
just got mentally tired and
physically it started to take

its toll. Occasionally, I’d have
to lift 50-pond bags of sugar
and just going up and down
the stairs.”

Byrne said his most vivid
memory of John’s was how

customers rallied to save the
root beer stand from finan-
cial ruin when business suf-
fered due to Arcadian
Avenue road construction a
few summers ago.

“The word got out that it
was hurting business,”
Byrne said. “The communi-
ty (responded) in amazing
numbers. That will always
stay with me.”

Dungeons, dragons and donuts, 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. tonight, Oconomowoc
Public Library, 200 South St. Free.

“The Marvelous Wonderettes,” 7:30
p.m. today and Friday, 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Sunset Playhouse, 700
Wall St., Elm Grove. 262-782-4430,
sunsetplayhouse.com

WADA Winter Antiques Show and
Sale, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha

County Expo Center, 1000 Northview
Road, Waukesha. $7 admission, $6 with
discount coupon on website. www.wis-
consinantiquesdealers.com

“Mars Lost,” 7:30 p.m. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Lake Country Playhouse,
221 E. Capitol Drive, Hartland. lake-
countryplayhousewi.org

St. Joan of Arc Annual Carnival, 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, St. Joan of Arc
School, 120 Nashotah Road, Nashotah.

Free admission, tickets for games start
at 25 cents.

OHS Jazz Dance Fundraiser, 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. Friday, Waukesha County Expo
Center, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. $20 adults, $15 students at the
door.

Special story time, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday, Books & Company, 1039
Summit Ave. Free. Book being read is
“Walter the Wily Walleye” by Bob Allen.
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The ROOT of
John’s success

‘Bomber’ of John’s Root Beer
retires today after 45 years

Darryl Enriquez/Special to The Freeman

Tom “Bomber” Byrne, left, and owner John Meehean share a moment in the kitchen of John’s Root Beer during the Wednes-
day lunch rush. Byrne is retiring today, ending a long career there.

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — Student debt
is on many minds, especially
for Maricha Harris, who at one
point had to choose between
her housing arrangement and
her car. She chose the car so she
could continue working — and
paying back her loans.

Harris, a Milwaukee native
and college graduate, spoke at
Waukesha County Technical
College Wednesday to share her
experience with college debt.
She said tumultuous life events
jeopardized her ability to make
payments on time, and the con-
sequences were dire for her
finances.

With a son born two weeks
after graduation and other life

expenses complicating her situ-
ation, Harris struggled. But she
remains optimistic about how
education can improve lives. 

“I knew that education was
going to change the trajectory
of my life,” she said. “Student
loans became the necessary
means for funding my dream.”  

Governor Tony Evers agrees
with that view. He said he
believes economic develop-

ment starts with education,
and that student debt is ulti-
mately holding back the state
and economy. 

Evers joined Harris, Depart-
ment of Financial Institutions
Secretary Kathy Blumenfeld
and others at WCTC to discuss
the establishment of a task
force on student debt. 

Looking to shrink student debt
Evers describes special task force while at WCTC

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers speaks with Waukesha
County Technical College President Kaylen
Betzig on Wednesday at WCTC.

“I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.”

— Owner John Meehean

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square 

MILWAUKEE — There is
now a rather large price tag
tied to the benefits of school
choice in Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty (WILL)
this week published a report
that says school choice pro-
grams will deliver $3.2 bil-
lion in new economic bene-

fits to Wisconsin over the
next two decades. 

“We look at the number of
graduates that would be pro-
jected in Madison and other
cities across Wisconsin in
the absence of school choice
in comparison to the num-
ber that are projected under
the numbers from the Urban
Institute study with stu-
dents enrolled in choice pro-
grams,” WILL Research

Director Will Flanders told
The Center Square. “This
increase in the number of
graduates is multiplied by
estimates of the impact of a
college degree on local
economies.”

Flanders said that school
choice students are more
likely to graduate from col-
lege than non-choice stu-
dents. And college gradu-
ates tend to make more

money than non-college
graduates. 

WILL’s study estimates
that choice programs
throughout Wisconsin could
be worth $100 million in eco-
nomic benefits for Madison,
$75 million in economic ben-
efits for Green Bay, $60 mil-
lion in economic benefits for
Appleton, $24 million in eco-
nomic benefits for La
Crosse, among benefits for

other Wisconsin localities. 
Flanders said there are

more benefits to school
choice than just higher grad-
uation rates and more stu-
dents going to college. 

“There are a wide number
of benefits of school choice
that have been found in
research. Choice programs
have been found to decrease
involvement in criminal
activity, decrease racial seg-
regation, and enjoy higher
levels of parental satisfac-
tion than traditional

schools,” Flanders said. 
There is a lot of talk about

school choice in Wisconsin
this week. It is National
School Choice Week, and
Vice President Mike Pence
came to the Wisconsin Capi-
tol on Tuesday to rally for
more school choice in the
state.  

Study: School choice to bring Wisconsin $3.2 billion
What do you think?
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  
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New economic benefits to come over next two decades, says WILL
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By Darryl Enriquez
Special to the Freeman
denriquez@wi.rr.com

WAUKESHA — Tom
“Bomber” Byrne remembers
working more than 50 con-
secutive days in the late
1970s to keep John’s Root
Beer, an iconic east side
drive-in, afloat when its
owner needed help.

Byrne remembers
motorists stopping at John’s
to load up on popcorn and
root beer before settling in to
see movies at the adjacent
Highway 59 Outdoor The-
ater. He also recalls seeing
once-open fields became
apartment buildings and a
wooded area become a
school bus parking lot.

Byrne says he’s seen plen-
ty as an employee of 45 years
for John’s Root Beer, 1317
Arcadian Ave.

What he’s looking at now
is retirement. Today will be
his last day there.

Owner John Meehean said
he’s experiencing a mild
panic over losing a staffer
who has been longer there
than he has.

“This business is more his
than mine,” Meehean said.
“He cooks, orders stock, does
the scheduling, makes bank
deposits. When I’m sick, he’s
here. I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.

“I’ve been here for 30
years. He’s got a lot to do
with that.”

Meehean is the fourth
John’s owner that Byrne has
worked for.

Byrne said he decided to
retire because he knew it
was time to do so. The long
hours on his feet cooking hot
dogs and other food over a
hot stove was taking a toll on
the 62-year -old.

Byrne began work at
John’s in 1974 when his fam-
ily lived on Perkins Avenue,
and he only needed to walk a
few blocks to get there. A
1975 graduate of Catholic
Memorial High School,
Byrne now lives near Horn-

ing Middle School.
“It was just time for me,”

Byrne said. “I didn’t think I
would last another summer. I
just got mentally tired and
physically it started to take

its toll. Occasionally, I’d have
to lift 50-pond bags of sugar
and just going up and down
the stairs.”

Byrne said his most vivid
memory of John’s was how

customers rallied to save the
root beer stand from finan-
cial ruin when business suf-
fered due to Arcadian
Avenue road construction a
few summers ago.

“The word got out that it
was hurting business,”
Byrne said. “The communi-
ty (responded) in amazing
numbers. That will always
stay with me.”

Dungeons, dragons and donuts, 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. tonight, Oconomowoc
Public Library, 200 South St. Free.

“The Marvelous Wonderettes,” 7:30
p.m. today and Friday, 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Sunset Playhouse, 700
Wall St., Elm Grove. 262-782-4430,
sunsetplayhouse.com

WADA Winter Antiques Show and
Sale, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha

County Expo Center, 1000 Northview
Road, Waukesha. $7 admission, $6 with
discount coupon on website. www.wis-
consinantiquesdealers.com

“Mars Lost,” 7:30 p.m. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Lake Country Playhouse,
221 E. Capitol Drive, Hartland. lake-
countryplayhousewi.org

St. Joan of Arc Annual Carnival, 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, St. Joan of Arc
School, 120 Nashotah Road, Nashotah.

Free admission, tickets for games start
at 25 cents.

OHS Jazz Dance Fundraiser, 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. Friday, Waukesha County Expo
Center, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. $20 adults, $15 students at the
door.

Special story time, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday, Books & Company, 1039
Summit Ave. Free. Book being read is
“Walter the Wily Walleye” by Bob Allen.
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The ROOT of
John’s success

‘Bomber’ of John’s Root Beer
retires today after 45 years

Darryl Enriquez/Special to The Freeman

Tom “Bomber” Byrne, left, and owner John Meehean share a moment in the kitchen of John’s Root Beer during the Wednes-
day lunch rush. Byrne is retiring today, ending a long career there.

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — Student debt
is on many minds, especially
for Maricha Harris, who at one
point had to choose between
her housing arrangement and
her car. She chose the car so she
could continue working — and
paying back her loans.

Harris, a Milwaukee native
and college graduate, spoke at
Waukesha County Technical
College Wednesday to share her
experience with college debt.
She said tumultuous life events
jeopardized her ability to make
payments on time, and the con-
sequences were dire for her
finances.

With a son born two weeks
after graduation and other life

expenses complicating her situ-
ation, Harris struggled. But she
remains optimistic about how
education can improve lives. 

“I knew that education was
going to change the trajectory
of my life,” she said. “Student
loans became the necessary
means for funding my dream.”  

Governor Tony Evers agrees
with that view. He said he
believes economic develop-

ment starts with education,
and that student debt is ulti-
mately holding back the state
and economy. 

Evers joined Harris, Depart-
ment of Financial Institutions
Secretary Kathy Blumenfeld
and others at WCTC to discuss
the establishment of a task
force on student debt. 

Looking to shrink student debt
Evers describes special task force while at WCTC

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers speaks with Waukesha
County Technical College President Kaylen
Betzig on Wednesday at WCTC.

“I don’t know what I’m
going to do without him.”

— Owner John Meehean

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square 

MILWAUKEE — There is
now a rather large price tag
tied to the benefits of school
choice in Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty (WILL)
this week published a report
that says school choice pro-
grams will deliver $3.2 bil-
lion in new economic bene-

fits to Wisconsin over the
next two decades. 

“We look at the number of
graduates that would be pro-
jected in Madison and other
cities across Wisconsin in
the absence of school choice
in comparison to the num-
ber that are projected under
the numbers from the Urban
Institute study with stu-
dents enrolled in choice pro-
grams,” WILL Research

Director Will Flanders told
The Center Square. “This
increase in the number of
graduates is multiplied by
estimates of the impact of a
college degree on local
economies.”

Flanders said that school
choice students are more
likely to graduate from col-
lege than non-choice stu-
dents. And college gradu-
ates tend to make more

money than non-college
graduates. 

WILL’s study estimates
that choice programs
throughout Wisconsin could
be worth $100 million in eco-
nomic benefits for Madison,
$75 million in economic ben-
efits for Green Bay, $60 mil-
lion in economic benefits for
Appleton, $24 million in eco-
nomic benefits for La
Crosse, among benefits for

other Wisconsin localities. 
Flanders said there are

more benefits to school
choice than just higher grad-
uation rates and more stu-
dents going to college. 

“There are a wide number
of benefits of school choice
that have been found in
research. Choice programs
have been found to decrease
involvement in criminal
activity, decrease racial seg-
regation, and enjoy higher
levels of parental satisfac-
tion than traditional

schools,” Flanders said. 
There is a lot of talk about

school choice in Wisconsin
this week. It is National
School Choice Week, and
Vice President Mike Pence
came to the Wisconsin Capi-
tol on Tuesday to rally for
more school choice in the
state.  

Study: School choice to bring Wisconsin $3.2 billion
What do you think?
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  
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New economic benefits to come over next two decades, says WILL

See CHOICE, PAGE 8A

See DEBT, PAGE 8A

The Freeman - 01/30/2020 Page : A08

Copyright � 2020 Conley Group. All rights reserved 01/30/2020
January 30, 2020 2:10 pm (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 88% from original to fit letter page�

Debt
From Page 1A

Evers mentioned the task
force in his State of the State
Address last Thursday. At
WCTC, he signed an execu-
tive order to create it. 

“It’s time to take action,”
said Evers. “And ensure a
great education doesn’t come
at the cost of decades of bur-
dening debt.” 

The task force will assess
the causes of student debt
and the associated challenges
for Wisconsinites and the
state economy, research best
practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of current poli-
cies.

The task force will provide
a future recommendation on
how the state can address
student loans. Evers did not
offer a timeline on imple-
menting potential solutions.

Two members of the new
task force were present at the
event: Connie Hutchison and
Lara Sutherlin. 

Hutchison emphasized the
importance of helping those
already in debt but also help-
ing prepare prospective col-
lege students so they don’t
take out more loans than nec-
essary. 

Sutherlin, a consumer pro-
tection attorney, said it is
important to address organi-
zations seeking to take
advantage of student debt
holders. “There’s such a
mountain of debt out there,
and with that is a lot of
predatory practices for how
to address your debt,”
Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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Pence’s appearance
brought out teachers and
their unions, which have
fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
sin’s voucher program.
There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
12,000 or so students are
attending charter schools
in the state. 

www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Like us on Facebook:

www.twitter.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers signs Executive Order 67, creating a task force on student debt.

Democrats’ 
early 2020 blitz

to strike in 
Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 
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Debt
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Evers mentioned the task
force in his State of the State
Address last Thursday. At
WCTC, he signed an execu-
tive order to create it. 

“It’s time to take action,”
said Evers. “And ensure a
great education doesn’t come
at the cost of decades of bur-
dening debt.” 

The task force will assess
the causes of student debt
and the associated challenges
for Wisconsinites and the
state economy, research best
practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of current poli-
cies.

The task force will provide
a future recommendation on
how the state can address
student loans. Evers did not
offer a timeline on imple-
menting potential solutions.

Two members of the new
task force were present at the
event: Connie Hutchison and
Lara Sutherlin. 

Hutchison emphasized the
importance of helping those
already in debt but also help-
ing prepare prospective col-
lege students so they don’t
take out more loans than nec-
essary. 

Sutherlin, a consumer pro-
tection attorney, said it is
important to address organi-
zations seeking to take
advantage of student debt
holders. “There’s such a
mountain of debt out there,
and with that is a lot of
predatory practices for how
to address your debt,”
Sutherlin said. “We (want) to
understand the challenges
that we have in terms of
predatory fraud and lend-
ing.” 

By the numbers 
According to the Institute

for College Access & Success,
the average student debt in

Wisconsin is $31,705, about
8.8% higher than the nation-
al average of $29,117.

Wisconsin is ranked 13th in
the U.S. for highest levels of
debt per state in the country,
though complete data was
not available for North Dako-
ta, Alaska and Arizona. 

Wisconsin ranks higher, at
seventh in the U.S., on the
percentage of graduates with
debt; about 64% of graduates
in Wisconsin have debt.
Wyoming ranks first with
100% of graduates with debt. 

Life with loans 
Blumenfeld said many stu-

dents expressed concern over
student debt during listening
sessions held over the sum-
mer. 

“Many spoke of being sad-
dled with large debt burdens
and said they’re only able to
pay the minimum amount
required to avoid default,
which often leads to signifi-
cantly more than their origi-
nal loan balance down the
road,” she said.

Evers said he believes
there is bipartisan potential
for a student debt solution in
the Wisconsin Legislature.
When asked if he’s met with
Republican leaders to discuss
the issue, Evers said he’s
sure they’ve discussed it at
some point. 

State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, said considering
all majors equal in terms of
risk is not ideal. 

“Right now we subsidize all
areas of study, but not all
majors carry the same level
of risk,” Allen said. “Engi-
neering, nursing, and com-
puter science have less risk
than degrees in sociology or
anthropology. No properly
run financial institution
would give a $100,000 loan for
a degree in Comparative Lit-
erature and Folklore Studies,
but Congress does.” 

Allen’s had his own experi-

ence with college debt. 
“I worked my way through

school for my undergraduate
degree, and most of my stu-
dent debt resulted from my
master’s degrees,” he said.
“It took about eight years to
get out of debt after graduate
school. Honestly, I believe I
invested too much in my edu-
cation based on the return on
investment.”

Wednesday’s event was
Evers’ first official visit to
WCTC as governor. But Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes and
Blumenfeld have visited
before. 

“We’re very proud and
grateful that Governor Evers
saw WCTC as a place he
wanted to do this signing,”
said Waukesha County Tech-
nical College President
Kaylen Betzig. “It’s a great
honor to be able to have this
(here) with the technical col-
leges as part of the mix.” 

WCTC students sat in the
front row as Evers spoke.
One of those students was
Jazzton Dbinsky, who is a
dual enrollment student at
WCTC pursing college cred-
its while completing high
school at Menomonee Falls.
He’s currently taking
automation technician
courses. 

Another student, Hauken
Johnsen, said he plans to con-
tinue studying at WCTC and
complete his associate’s
degree. “It’s just a really fun
program,” he said of the
automation courses he’s tak-
ing.

Dbinsky’s planning to
work and go to school simul-
taneously after graduation.
“The less I’d have to pay in
the future, the better off I’d
be later,” he said. 
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brought out teachers and
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fought school choice in Wis-
consin since it began 30
years ago. 

Andy Waity, president of
the Madison Teachers Inc.
union, told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that
school choice has cost pub-
lic schools in the state.
Waity said choice programs
will cost Madison schools
$2 million.

“Once that happens,
these funds will no longer
be available to support stu-
dents,” Waity said. 

Flanders countered that
school choice does support
children. It does not, he
said, support poor-perform-
ing schools. 

“We think that we should
be more concerned with
funding students than with
funding buildings,” Flan-
ders said. “If private choice
schools offer students the
chance for better life out-
comes like those highlight-
ed in this study, why
shouldn’t families have that
option?”

More than 43,000 students
are enrolled in nearly 350
schools through Wiscon-
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There are another 60,000
students who take advan-
tage of open-enrollment for
public schools, and another
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Texas flops

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — If
Texas is going to be com-
petitive in 2020, the first
race wasn’t.  

Democrats went all-in
on a legislative runoff in
the booming Houston sub-
urbs, drumming up
endorsements from Joe
Biden and Elizabeth War-
ren and putting $1 million
on the ground. Still, a
Republican real estate
developer who had lost
seven previous tries for
office, cruised to a double-
digit victory. 

It was a high-profile
defeat for Democrats who
supercharged a sleepy
statehouse special elec-
tion in a bid to make an
early 2020 strike on the
GOP’s biggest turf. On
Wednesday, Republicans
called it a lesson.  

‘‘They made a big mis-
take by nationalizing,”
said Republican strategist
Karl Rove, the former
adviser to President
George W. Bush.  

In final unofficial
results, Republican Gary
Gates polled 58% of the
vote to 42% for Democrat
Eliz Markowitz. 

But despite the unusual
attention on the race, the
outcome is no surefire pre-
dictor of what’s in store
for Texas. Turnout for the
race was more than 30,000
— far better than typical
statehouse runoffs in
Texas but still a fraction of
how many are expected to
vote in fast-growing Fort
Bend County come
November. And
Democrats, who need to
flip nine legislative seats
to claim a majority in the
Texas House for the fist
time since 2001, have more
favorable targets than
state House District 28.  

But before Tuesday’s
blowout, Democrats said
there was reason to
believe. President Donald

Trump carried the district
by 10 points in 2016, but
two years later, Beto
O’Rourke got within 3
points in his failed U.S.
Senate run. In the final
stretch, the race drew sup-
port from Biden, who said
it could ‘‘set the tone for
the entire general election
in 2020.” 

Democrats sought to
downplay the loss, and
outside groups that ampli-
fied the race said it would-
n’t cause them to retreat
in Texas.  

‘‘That really isn’t going
to change,” said Ross
Morales Rocketto, co-
founder of Run for Some-
thing, which recruits
Democratic candidates
nationwide. ‘‘But I think
one thing a lot of Demo-
cratic and progressive
donors need to really
think hard about is what
is going to be required to
invest in the state of
Texas, in order for us to
get the outcomes that we
want?” 

Texas’ fast-growing sub-
urbs that carried the GOP
for a generation are quick-
ly changing, and
Democrats are counting
on voters there turning
away from Trump to make
gains. Last summer, Texas
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, a Republican,
was caught confiding to a
conservative activist in a
secretly recorded meeting
that Trump was ‘‘killing
us’’ in urban and subur-
ban districts.  

Dave Carney, an adviser
to Republican Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott, who helped
Gates’ campaign, said
Trump wasn’t a factor.  

‘‘The president really
wasn’t an issue other than
the motivation for these
national Democrats to
come down here and talk,”
Carney said. 


