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WCTC, Falls school board member steps down
By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

MENOMONEE FALLS — Ron
Bertieri has made the decision to
step down from the Menomonee
Falls School District Board of
Education as well as the Waukesha County Technical College
Board of Trustees.
“I made the decision to complete my final term on the
Menomonee Falls School Board
and WCTC Board of Trustees in
July 2019 for various personal and
professional reasons,” Bertieri
said. “It’s time to move on and
explore other possibilities.”
Bertieri said he has spent 12 years
on the Menomonee Falls board,
where he has served as president,
vice president, treasurer, Finance
Committee chair, Policy Committee chair and personnel committee chair. Bertieri plans to deliver
a speech at a future school board
meeting.
“During my 12 years on the
school board, I attended 11 graduation ceremonies and over 600
board and committee meetings,”
Bertieri said.

Berteri said one of the most
challenging tasks he faced on the
board was the implementation of
Wisconsin Act 10.
“The majority of major benefits
which they had become accustomed to over many years, were in
some cases changed dramatically,” Bertieri said. “An example
would be health care premiums,
coverages, Wisconsin retirement
system costs, contract language
and automatic annual compensation increases and renews.”
Bertieri said he is also proud of
his work on the district’s continuous quality improvement program, which has been implemented throughout the school district
and adopted throughout other
school districts and more.
Bertieri said another challenging task he faced was holding firm
in his belief to eliminate the
school “Indian” nickname, which
he said did not contribute to his
decision to leave the board, which
was made prior. Previously
reported in The Freeman, the
Menomonee Falls Board of Education voted on Dec. 9 to officially
retire their “Indians” nickname
at the end of this school year, fol-

lowing several listening sessions
held over the course of just under
three months.
Bertieri said he will miss his fellow board members, the administrators and the staff at the school
district, along with the role’s challenges.
“Of course there will be elections coming up and I hope they
can stay united and not have a
divisive board,” Bertieri said. “Of
course with the mascot (there)
was a split decision on the part of
the board 5 to 2, and I hope this
has not divided the board for a
long term.”
Bertieri is also stepping down
from the WCTC board after 25
years.
“My association with WCTC
began in 1991, on the business
practice advisory committee,”
Bertieri said. “In 1995 I became a
board member. Who would have
thought I’d still be on the board 25
years later, I certainly didn’t.”
Bertieri said he had completed
many accomplishments throughout his time, including representing WCTC on a trip to Russia
through a sister city program.
Bertieri said he has also attended

State to review tape in motion
for new trial in overdose death
WAUKESHA – Prosecutors will
review the recording of a defense
investigator’s contacts with a
juror upon whose claims a man
convicted in a drug overdose
death is seeking a new trial.
Patrick Bruss, 31, was convicted in October of first-degree
reckless homicide by the delivery of drugs and resisting or
obstructing police in the Dec. 15,
2015 overdose death of Warren
Stenglein, 21, of Oconomowoc.

But defense attorney Jessica
Klein is seeking a new trial, saying one juror reported another
juror told the others of Bruss’s
record available on state online
court records, referred to as
CCAP, which the jurors were told
not to consult.
According to an online summary of Monday’s motion hearing
on the matter, District Attorney
Susan Opper argued Klein’s affidavit is “vague and not sufficient
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in detail; what was said, who said
it and who it was said to.” But
Judge Brad Schimel ruled the
information was improperly
brought to the juror’s attention.
After the state raised concerns
regarding Klein’s direct contact
with the juror, Klein agreed to
give the state the recording of her
private investigator and the juror,
referred to as Juror #12, online
records indicate. A review hearing was set for Jan. 24.

over 50 national
seminars as a representative
of
WCTC throughout
the U.S., Canada
Bertieri
and Mexico.
“I’ve had the honor
of being the board vice chair on
two different occasions,” Bertieri
said. “I also served as the board
chair on two different occasions.
I’ve participated in 91 commencement and graduation ceremonies,
71 at WCTC, eight at Carroll College with a GED program.”
Bertieri said through his role,
he has received more than he has
contributed.
“The knowledge that I received
and the relationships that were
formed with co-board members,
friends and acquaintances all
helped me professionally in my
business and my public and my
private life,” Bertieri said.
Bertieri delivered a speech to
the WCTC board on Tuesday
night.
Bertieri said he has lived in
Menomonee Falls for over 50
years and will continue to volunteer in the community through
various organizations.

Pennsylvania
with iden
WAUKESHA – A Pennsylvania
man allegedly fraudulently cashed
a $43,000 check drawn on the
account of a City of Pewaukee
business last spring.
Gafur Ergashev, 28, was charged
in Waukesha County Circuit Court
with unauthorized use of identity
information, and faces up to six
years in prison if convicted.
A criminal complaint said an
official of Veloce Indoor Speedway
on Westwood Drive reported last
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