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John Steffen/Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Bald eagle numbers rose 27 percent in southeastern Wisconsin in 2019, according to the Wisconsin DNR, and populations grew in nearly all parts
of the state. Bald eagles were endangered in Wisconsin and nationally in the 1970s when there were only 108 nests known in Wisconsin.

MADISON — Bald eagle num-
bers soared 27 percent in south-
eastern Wisconsin in 2019, and
populations grew in nearly all
parts of the state, as citizen
reports helped steer Department
of Natural Resources planes,
pilots and conservation biolo-
gists to more nests to check and
volunteer monitors added to the
tally.

“Bald eagles’ remarkable come-
back continues as they expand
into unoccupied territories,” said
Laura Jaskiewicz, the DNR
research scientist coordinating
the aerial surveys. “We’re also
excited that many of the new
nests were reported from the
ground by landowners, raptor
enthusiasts and volunteers,
adding to the information we’re

able to collect from the air.”
DNR has conducted aerial sur-

veys of known nest locations
since the 1970s, documenting pop-
ulation trends and providing cur-
rent information to landowners
and forest managers on nest loca-
tions so they can avoid disturbing
the birds during the breeding sea-
son.

Ground reports and DNR aerial
surveys found 1,684 occupied eagle
nests in 71 of 72 counties in 2019,
with all but northwestern and
west central Wisconsin experienc-
ing increases. Overall,
researchers documented 11 fewer
active nests than the record 1,695
in 2018. An occupied nest is a nest
with an incubating adult, eggs,
young or a repaired nest.

“Northwestern Wisconsin,

which had the second-highest
number of eagle nests in the state
(360), is nearing carrying capacity,
which could explain the slight
decrease in this area,” Jaskiewicz
said. Surveyors for west central
Wisconsin believe the late harsh
winter may have impacted eagle
numbers in that area.

As in past years, Vilas and Onei-
da counties had the most nests at
175 and 150, respectively. These
two counties represent most of
the Northern Highland Ecologi-
cal Landscape, which has one of
the highest concentrations of
freshwater lakes in the world.
Bald eagles build their nests near
water for ready access to fish, one
of their main prey items.

Bald eagles were endangered in
Wisconsin and nationally in the

1970s when there were only 108
nests known in Wisconsin. Protec-
tions under federal and state
endangered species laws, declin-
ing levels of the pesticide DDT in
the environment coupled with the
DNR and partner efforts to help
monitor and aid recovery helped
bald eagles fly off the state endan-
gered species list in 1997 and the
federal list in 2007. Eagles and
their nests are still federally pro-
tected under the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act and the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Find more information about
bald eagles in Wisconsin and
opportunities to see them this
winter in the wild, including at
events also featuring live raptor
shows, on DNR’s Bald Eagle
Watching webpage.

Bald eagle numbers soar 27% 
in southeastern Wisconsin

Population increases across majority of the state
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ELM GROVE — A 62-year-
old Milwaukee man was
cited with disorderly con-
duct on Jan. 6 after speaking
loudly during Mass at an
Elm Grove church.

According to the police
report, Daniel Offutt is no
longer allowed at St. Mary’s
Visitation Catholic Parish,
1260 Church Street.

According to the police
report, an Elm Grove officer

responded to a call at about
6:49 a.m. at St. Mary’s. The
call was made about a man
wearing a green coat in his
60’s being disruptive and
shouting during Mass.

The call was made by an
usher at the church, who,
according to the report,
observed Offutt yell loudly
“that is not true” during a
homily. The usher also
allegedly observed Offutt
not participating like every-
one else, such as kneeling at
the incorrect times. 

According to the report,

the usher approached Offutt
and asked him to be quiet,
and Offutt said “someone is
bugging me.” The man said
people around Offutt began
to shift in their pews and
move away.

According to the report,
the usher told the officers he
did not want Offutt to return
to St. Mary’s and that he was
fine with him being cited for
disorderly conduct.

After speaking with offi-
cers, Offutt allegedly said he
may have misheard the pas-
tor stating something dur-

ing Mass that he did not
agree with and thought was
untrue. 

In the report, Offutt said
he had been banned from
other churches in Milwau-
kee due to similar behavior
and that he has a tendency
to talk loudly when he isn’t
supposed to.

Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Communication Director
Amy Grau said with disrup-
tive behavior, the events fol-
lowed normal protocol,
including banning Offutt
from St. Mary’s Church.
Offutt said decisions are up
to the authorities after the

call to police is made. 
“They do happen at

parishes, they happen from
time to time,” Grau said. “A
lot of times you try your
best to take care of the situa-
tion on your own but if
someone isn’t cooperating
then the authorities will
need to be called.”

Grau said it was an early
morning Mass with a lot of
regular attendees.

“So this was obviously
someone that maybe hadn’t
been a part of the Mass
before so that might have
also not have helped with
the situation as far as being

able to calm the man down
initially on your own before
authorities were called,”
Grau said.

According to Elm Grove
Police Department Assis-
tant Chief Jason Hennen,
the fine was $313.

Offutt has an optional
court appearance on Feb. 5
at the Elm Grove Municipal
Court.

Man cited for disorderly conduct during church service
What do you think?
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EAGLE — A zoning request to
rezone a portion of property where
a Palestine School historical mark-
er lies has been tabled for Feb. 3
after a public hearing with the
Town Board and Plan Commission
on Jan. 6.

According to the application, the
request was made by John Skatrud
to change the present zoning classi-
fication of A-3 Rural Residential to
Public (P-1) district at W351-S7510
STH 59. 

The request is to use the existing
school building and parking lot on
the land to accommodate a private
school. The application Skatrud
filled out anticipates two to four
employees.

Jeffrey and Laurie Bausch own
the property and submitted the
petition to rezone.

The land was previously bought
in 1999 by Love, Laugh, & Learn
Daycare, which has been perma-
nently closed in Eagle.

According to the Historical
Marker Database, a historical
marker said the land was once a
one-room schoolhouse that was
part of pioneer living that operated
until June 1970. The school’s histo-
ry began with the area’s first set-
tler, A.R. Hinkley, who gave the
land for the first schoolhouse on
the site.

The historical marker also said
the original structure was made of
logs circa 1846. A second rebuilding
replaced it in 1854 and the present
brick was erected in 1928. In the
1980s the facility was a kinder-
garten classroom.

WAUKESHA – Prosecutors will
review the recording of a defense
investigator’s contacts with a
juror upon whose claims a man
convicted in a drug overdose
death is seeking a new trial.

Patrick Bruss, 31, was convict-
ed in October  of first-degree
reckless homicide by the deliv-
ery of drugs and resisting or
obstructing police in the Dec. 15,
2015 overdose death of Warren
Stenglein, 21, of Oconomowoc.

But defense attorney Jessica
Klein is seeking a new trial, say-
ing one juror reported another
juror told the others of Bruss’s
record available on state online
court records, referred to as
CCAP, which the jurors were told
not to consult.

According to an online summa-
ry of Monday’s motion hearing
on the matter, District Attorney
Susan Opper argued Klein’s affi-
davit is “vague and not sufficient

in detail; what was said, who said
it and who it was said to.” But
Judge Brad Schimel ruled the
information was improperly
brought to the juror’s attention.

After the state raised concerns
regarding Klein’s direct contact
with the juror, Klein agreed to
give the state the recording of her
private investigator and the juror,
referred to as Juror #12, online
records indicate. A review hear-
ing was set for Jan. 24.
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MENOMONEE FALLS — Ron
Bertieri has made the decision to
step down from the Menomonee
Falls School District Board of
Education as well as the Wauke-
sha County Technical College
Board of Trustees.

“I made the decision to com-
plete my final term on the
Menomonee Falls School Board
and WCTC Board of Trustees in
July 2019 for various personal and
professional reasons,” Bertieri
said.  “It’s time to move on and
explore other possibilities.”
Bertieri said he has spent 12 years
on the Menomonee Falls board,
where he has served as president,
vice president, treasurer, Finance
Committee chair, Policy Commit-
tee chair and personnel commit-
tee chair. Bertieri plans to deliver
a speech at a future school board
meeting.

“During my 12 years on the
school board, I attended 11 gradu-
ation ceremonies and over 600
board and committee meetings,”
Bertieri said.

Berteri said one of the most
challenging tasks he faced on the
board was the implementation of
Wisconsin Act 10.

“The majority of major benefits
which they had become accus-
tomed to over many years, were in
some cases changed dramatical-
ly,” Bertieri said. “An example
would be health care premiums,
coverages, Wisconsin retirement
system costs, contract language
and automatic annual compensa-
tion increases and renews.”

Bertieri said he is also proud of
his work on the district’s continu-
ous quality improvement pro-
gram, which has been implement-
ed throughout the school district
and adopted throughout other
school districts and more.

Bertieri said another challeng-
ing task he faced was holding firm
in his belief to eliminate the
school “Indian” nickname, which
he said did not contribute to his
decision to leave the board, which
was made prior. Previously
reported in The Freeman, the
Menomonee Falls Board of Edu-
cation voted on Dec. 9 to officially
retire their “Indians” nickname
at the end of this school year, fol-

lowing several listening sessions
held over the course of just under
three months.

Bertieri said he will miss his fel-
low board members, the adminis-
trators and the staff at the school
district, along with the role’s chal-
lenges.

“Of course there will be elec-
tions coming up and I hope they
can stay united and not have a
divisive board,” Bertieri said. “Of
course with the mascot (there)
was a split decision on the part of
the board 5 to 2, and I hope this
has not divided the board for a
long term.”

Bertieri is also stepping down
from the WCTC board after 25
years.

“My association with WCTC
began in 1991, on the business
practice advisory committee,”
Bertieri said. “In 1995 I became a
board member. Who would have
thought I’d still be on the board 25
years later, I certainly didn’t.”

Bertieri said he had completed
many accomplishments through-
out his time, including represent-
ing WCTC on a trip to Russia
through a sister city program.
Bertieri said he has also attended

over 50 national
seminars as a rep-
resentative of
WCTC throughout
the U.S., Canada
and Mexico.

“I’ve had the honor
of being the board vice chair on
two different occasions,” Bertieri
said. “I also served as the board
chair on two different occasions.
I’ve participated in 91 commence-
ment and graduation ceremonies,
71 at WCTC, eight at Carroll Col-
lege with a GED program.”

Bertieri said through his role,
he has received more than he has
contributed.

“The knowledge that I received
and the relationships that were
formed with co-board members,
friends and acquaintances all
helped me professionally in my
business and my public and my
private life,” Bertieri said.

Bertieri delivered a speech to
the WCTC board on Tuesday
night.

Bertieri said he has lived in
Menomonee Falls for over 50
years and will continue to volun-
teer in the community through
various organizations.

WCTC, Falls school board member steps down

Bertieri

Mother charged
with child

neglect; says she
needed ‘breather’

WAUKESHA – A Mukwonago
woman was charged with child
neglect after her children were
found outside last February after
she allegedly left them home alone
while she went for a walk, telling
police she needed a “breather.”

The woman, 27, isn’t being
named by The Freeman to protect
her children’s identity. But a crim-
inal complaint charging her with
one felony and one misdemeanor
count each of child neglect said a
woman called 911 last Feb. 4 to
report two small children outside
near Highway NN and Godfrey
Drive in the Town of Eagle, where
a 6-year-old boy was carrying an
infant in a car seat. The boy was
dressed in a coat, snow pants,
boots and hat; the infant had a
long-sleeve onesie with a blanket,
the complaint said. 

The boy told police he wanted to
go to school but his mom was at
work and no one was home, the
complaint said. Police found the
mother, who told them “she left
the residence to take a walk and
stated that she needed a ‘ten-
minute breather,’” due to the
stress, the complaint said. She
faces more than 3.5 years in
prison if convicted.

State to review tape in motion 
for new trial in overdose death

WAUKESHA – A Pennsylvania
man allegedly fraudulently cashed
a $43,000 check drawn on the
account of a City of Pewaukee
business last spring.

Gafur Ergashev, 28, was charged
in Waukesha County Circuit Court
with unauthorized use of identity
information, and faces up to six
years in prison if convicted.

A criminal complaint said an
official of Veloce Indoor Speedway
on Westwood Drive reported last

May that someone hacked into a
bookkeeper’s computer and creat-
ed a check for $43,227 on the busi-
ness’s account.

The check was deposited into the
account of Gafur Trucking, owned
by Ergashev, the complaint said.

Investigators caught up with
Ergashev, who admitted he
deposited the check into his
account, which also showed he
made two withdrawals of $20,000
on March 20, the complaint said.

Pennsylvania man charged 
with identity theft


