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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

WEST BEND — Two men
are charged following an
alleged string of burglaries
in Washington and Wauke-
sha counties, as well as
other areas, of taverns,
reception halls and conve-
nience stores.

Andrew Krombholz, 36, of
Waukesha, and Jeremy
Wondrachek, 44, of Pewau-
kee, were each charged in
Washington County Circuit
Court on Thursday with
two felony counts of bur-
glary of a building or
dwelling, three felony
counts of criminal damage
to property over $2,500 and
attempted burglary of a
building, as well as one mis-
demeanor count of crimi-
nal damage to property. All
charges are as a party to a
crime and repeater, accord-

ing to court records.
On Dec. 16, 2020, Washing-

ton County Sheriff’s Office
deputies were dispatched to
Bilda’s Friess Lake Pub in
Richfield for a burglary com-
plaint.

Surveillance video showed
that at approximately 4:04
a.m., a suspect was dropped
off by a dark pickup truck
as the second suspect drove
off. After smashing a win-
dow and leaving the
premise, he returned at
about 4:47 a.m., threw a
backpack through the win-
dow and climbed through it
into the business. The sus-
pect made two phone calls,
presumably to the other
suspect and left the busi-
ness at about 5:37 a.m.

Two men 
charged in 

alleged string 
of burglaries

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — A new
report from the Wisconsin
Policy Forum found fewer
high school seniors across
the state are completing
their FAFSA student aid
forms, often the first step for
college enrollment. Some of
the group opting out, howev-
er, may just be choosing
alternative options. 

“Amid the chaotic condi-
tions of COVID-19, fewer
seniors at Wisconsin high
schools filled out a key feder-
al financial aid form, with
the number of completions
falling by 6.3% from 2019 to
2020 and 12.2% from 2019 to
2021,” the research states.
“The declines were greater
than the national drops of
3.2% from 2019 to 2020 and
7.8% from 2019 to 2021,
according to our analysis of
data published by the Feder-
al Student Aid Office at the
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.”

Waukesha North High

School Counselor Jill Wern-
er said college enrollment
numbers there are not see-
ing a decline. She said some
students may simply not be
completing FAFSA forms
because they feel they’ll be
ineligible to receive the ben-
efits, for one reason or
another. Werner emphasized
she does not speak for the
district as a whole. 

A trend Werner said has
emerged in the last couple
years is more students
choosing to get their post-
high school education start
at the cost-effective Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee at Waukesha, which is
significantly less expensive
than other universities and
the close-to-home location
can offer some insulation
from the uncertainty seen in
the last year during COVID-
19. “We saw more kids stay
at home for Waukesha,”
Werner said, adding there’s
possibly now less stigma for
staying at home and less
pressure to live on-campus. 

Fewer Wisconsin
students completing

college financial
aid forms 

See CHARGED, PAGE 6A

Some students opting for more
cost-effective options 

WAUKESHA LIKE
NEVER BEFORE

Waukesha Unlocked showcases entirety of city

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 300 Carroll St.,
Waukesha, will be celebrating its 100-year-history, volunteer
Diane Voit told The Freeman.
The church features 36 bas-relief stone carvings of the patri-
archs, prophets and apostles in the entrance, 22 panes of
stained glass that depict the life of Christ and a 22-foot
bronze cross. In the chapel, there are 12 wooden statues of
the apostles and 13 windows depict the life of Martin Luther.
The public is invited to partake in guided tours of the church.
The church’s day care program, which is celebrating 25 years
since its inception, will also be highlighted, Voit said.

The Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum, 101 W.
Main St., Waukesha, will offer a peak at Waukesha’s history.
The museum has operated at its current location since 1914 in
what was the historic courthouse. In addition to the museum and
its exhibits, including the History of Waukesha in 100 Objects
exhibit, guests will have the opportunity to partake in timed
behind-the-scenes collection tours every hour.

The Waukesha Civic Theatre, 264 W. Main St., Wauke-
sha, formed in 1957 and has been located at the historic
PIX Theatre since 1999. July marked the WCT’s 65th
anniversary season.WCT is expanding into the former Lit-
tle Swiss Clock Shop to create more space for the WCT
Academy program and a new performance space.
During Waukesha Unlocked, WCT will also offer guided
tours every 30 minutes Saturday and Sunday. There will
be crafts for kids, concessions and an entrance into a
raffle for theater tickets.

The recently restored Andrew Frame House will also be fea-
tured during Waukesha Unlocked.
The Andrew Frame House was built in 1880 and remained in
the family until Mabel Frame passed away in the early 1970s.
It was used as an attorney’s office until Karen Frame McDon-
ald, Andrew Frame’s great-granddaughter, took back family
ownership and restored the Italianate-style home, including the
rebuilt belvedere on the building’s fourth story.
Those interested in the tour are warned that the climb to the
belvedere is steep and narrow.
Guests are welcome to participate in ongoing tours of the his-
toric house every half-hour both Saturday and Sunday during
Waukesha Unlocked.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Those
curious about the
history and opera-

tions of Waukesha business-
es and properties will have
the opportunity to see parts
of the city that they have
never seen before.

As part of the city’s 125th
anniversary, Waukesha
Unlocked will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 9 and Sunday, Oct. 10
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Local businesses, commu-
nity members and the city
will “unlock” their doors and
showcase what they offer the
city every day. 

Each site will tell their own
story, inspired by architec-
ture, community, history and
operations, according to the
city.

Photos by Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

The newly renovated hub for city happenings, Waukesha City Hall, sits at 201 Delafield St.
Many Waukesha residents may have not had the chance to head out to see the entirety of
the building, which completed construction in 2020.
The city has had three previous City Hall buildings since its incorporation on Feb. 4, 1896.
During Waukesha Unlocked, the community is invited to partake in a variety of crafts and
activities offered by the Waukesha Lions Club, the Waukesha Rotary Club, the Waukesha
Kiwanis Club, the Spring City Garden Club and the Park Foundation of Waukesha.
While the public is invited to explore the first-floor lobby space, which includes the Common
Council Chambers, the public can go on guided tours every 30 minutes to see the rest of the
building. Tours will meet in the City Hall lobby from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
A music-through-the-decades tour will take place Saturday.
Those interested in participating on the historical walking tour throughout the city should pre-
register. Participants will meet in the City Hall lobby Sunday between 1 p.m. and 2:15 p.m.See UNLOCKED, PAGE 6A

See FORMS, PAGE 6A

Waukesha Art
Crawl this 
Saturday 3A
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Forms
From Page 1A

According to estimated
costs for the 2021-2022
school year, UW-Waukesha
is a fraction of the cost as
other schools, at just $5,163
— UW-Madison is $22,920. 

Although research
shows FAFSA completion
is associated with a higher
likelihood that a student
will enroll in a postsec-
ondary institution, the
Wisconsin Policy Forum
acknowledged completion
rates are not “a silver bul-
let to address postsec-
ondary enrollment
declines.” 

Not all education path-

ways would require a
FAFSA right away, or at
all. Justin Kehring, finan-
cial aid manager at Wauke-
sha County Technical Col-
lege, said the school’s two-
year associates programs,
apprenticeship programs
and certificate programs
would not need a FAFSA
form. 

Werner said North has
“a lot of students that go
the apprenticeship route”
and some companies seek
out students not planning
on attending college right
away to offer on-site oppor-
tunities. There’s also the
possibility some students
still plan to go to college,
just not right away. “I defi-
nitely think the gap year

has gotten some traction
lately,” Werner said.
“Everyone used to say you
won’t go back to school if
you don’t go right away,
but I think there’s a little
less stigma about that
these days.” 

Kehring said WCTC is
making it back to high
school campuses this year
and making its offerings
known in person. 

The research concludes
by stating although FAFSA
completion isn’t a perfect
metric, “the relative sim-
plicity of the metric and
the promising progress of
Wisconsin prior to the
pandemic may make
FAFSA completion a con-
crete and useful area of

focus for school districts,
postsecondary institu-
tions, and the state as they
seek to allocate federal aid
dollars and recover from
COVID.”

For those students and
families not yet sure what
their post-graduation jour-
ney should be, Werner
advised getting in touch
with their school’s coun-
selor. “That’s where
they’re going to get all the
resources they need,” she
said.

Charged
From Page 1A

Several items were dam-
aged, three gaming
machines were broken
open and a cash register
was smashed on the floor.
An ATM had also been
pried open, but was still
intact. A small office area
and utility room were also
ransacked.

On Jan. 4, a deputy was

dispatched to the Lake Five
Mobil in Richfield for a
report of a shattered front
door with a rock nearby. The
owner indicated that noth-
ing appeared to be missing
from the business.

A deputy was also
advised of another bur-
glary to the BP gas station
at the intersection of Coun-
ty Trunk Highway Q and
Amy Belle Road in Ger-
mantown. The owner
received an email from the

alarm company at 2:15 a.m.
indicating a motion sensor
had been activated. The sta-
tion office was ransacked, a
safe was stolen and an ATM
had been tampered with
but not breeched. 

At about 5:23 a.m., a Ger-
mantown Police Depart-
ment officer was dispatched
to the County Line BP in
Germantown for a possible
burglary. An employee stat-
ed the alarm system had
been broken off the front

entry, but the doors were
still locked.

During the investigation,
a detective learned of
numerous other commercial
burglaries that all shared
the same characteristics. A
total of 11 instances
occurred between Dec. 12
and Jan. 10 in Waukesha,
Sheboygan, Outagamie, Jef-
ferson and Brown counties. 

Both will appear in Wash-
ington County Circuit Court
on Nov. 1 at 8:15 a.m.

Unlocked
From Page 1A

A variety of tours and
activities will be available to
partake in city-wide, includ-
ing a glimpse of Waukesha
City Hall’s history, behind-
the-scenes tours at the
Waukesha County Historical
Society & Museum, a walking
tour to learn more about
Waukesha’s public art, a

microbrew and tour of
Raised Grain Brewery, and
much more.

Free rides will be offered
by Waukesha Metro during
the event. Free parking is
also available at the Metro
Transit Center, 212 E. Saint
Paul Ave. 

Waukesha City Hall is
located at 201 Delafield St.,
Waukesha.

For more information,
visit: https://bit.ly/3usRHka.

Photos by Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Martha Merrell’s Books and Toys, 231 W. Main St., Wauke-
sha, will also be a business featured in Waukesha Unlocked.
The independent bookstore owned by Eve and Norm Bruce
since 1994 has had several locations throughout downtown
Waukesha. Their current store is on the site of the former
National Hotel built in 1871.
On Saturday, from noon to 1 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. there
will be a history of the bookstore followed by trivia bingo.
From 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. there will be a short
history of Friday Night Live, which was also started by the
Bruces. A musical performance featuring Bill and Lin O’Con-
nor will take place.
On Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. local authors Patricia Back-
haus, Barb Geiger, John Schoenknecht, Vivian Probst and
Anne Wondra will discuss their books.
“We have tried to include people who have done something
for the community of Waukesha, because that’s been our
mission,” Eve told The Freeman.

The Waukesha Fire Department Station #1 is located at 130
W. St. Paul Ave., Waukesha.
During Waukesha Unlocked, visitors will have the opportunity
to learn about the history of the department and participate in
fire safety offerings, including the Kid’s Fire Safety House Tour,
which will take place every 30 minutes Saturday.There will also
be a coloring activity and hands-on CPR instruction.
According to the city’s website, the first fire station was built in
1869 near the Masonic Lodge. The second station was built in
1884 at 930 Clinton St. The third was at 130 W. St. Paul in 1956
and the fourth at the same location in 2007.

MetalTek International’s Wisconsin Centrifugal Division
has been located on East St. Paul Avenue since 1947. It
employs approximately 450 people and is a manufacturer of
critical metal components for aerospace, defense, petrochem-
ical and more.
A virtual tour is available to view online anytime after 10 a.m.
Saturday as part of Waukesha Unlocked.
MetalTek is also participating in the city’s 125th anniversary by
creating the 125th anniversary time capsule. The guitar-
shaped capsule will be revealed during the city’s year-end cel-
ebration planned for Dec. 7.

Carroll University, 238 N. East Ave., Waukesha, will offer two
different tours — one of the university as a whole and one of
the Otteson Theatre.
Carroll University, which traces its founding back to 1841, is
the first four-year institution of higher education in the state.
For the campus tours, guests are welcome Saturday and Sun-
day to participate in self-guided tours of the campus, includ-
ing the Doug and Nancy Hastad Hall, the Ganfield Gymnasi-
um, the Idea Lab, the Main Hall, Rankin Hall and the Recre-
ation Sports Fitness Center.
The Otteson Theatre building, which opened in 1979, will also
have tours on Saturday provided by theater students.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Despite a long night of fran-
tic negotiations, Democrats
were unable late Thursday
to reach an immediate deal
to salvage President Joe
Biden’s $3.5 trillion govern-
ment overhaul, forcing lead-
ers to call off promised
votes on a related public
works bill. Action is to
resume today. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi had
pushed the House into an
evening session and top
White House advisers hud-
dled for talks at the Capitol
as the Democratic leaders
worked to negotiate a
scaled-back plan that cen-
trist holdouts would accept.
Biden had cleared his sched-
ule for calls with lawmakers
but it appeared no deal was
within reach, particularly
with Democratic Sen. Joe
Manchin. 

Manchin refused to budge,
the West Virginia centrist
holding fast to his earlier
declaration that he was will-
ing to meet the president
less than halfway — $1.5 tril-
lion.  

‘‘I don’t see a deal tonight.
I really don’t,’’ Manchin told
reporters as he left the Capi-
tol. 

Deeply at odds, the presi-
dent and his party are fac-
ing a potentially embarrass-
ing setback — if not politi-
cally devastating collapse of
the whole enterprise — if
they cannot resolve the
standoff over Biden’s big
vision. He says the ultimate
price tag is zero, because the
tax revenue covers the
spending costs.  

With Biden working the
phones and top White House
officials shuttling at the
Capitol, talk swirled of the
Democratic leaders trying
to ease off the stalemate by
reaching a broader deal, a
compromise with Manchin
and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema of
Arizona, two centrist
Democrats who are the
linchpins to Biden’s goals. 

Late-night vote nixed
The idea was to produce

the contours of an agree-
ment over Biden’s broader

package, proceed with the $1
trillion public works bill
and negotiate the rest of
Biden’s big health care, edu-
cation and climate change
bill in the days to come. Law-
makers were told to stick
around for possible late-
night votes.  

But as the night dragged
on, it became clear that
Manchin was not on board
with a higher figure and
chiseling away at that $3.5
trillion topline risked losing
progressive leaders who
said they have already com-
promised enough and saw
no reason to rush a deal to
bring the centrists around
to supporting the presi-
dent’s agenda. 

At immediate risk was a
promised vote on the first
piece of Biden’s proposal, a
slimmer $1 trillion public
works bill that is widely sup-
ported but has faltered amid
stalled talks on his more
ambitious package. Progres-
sives were refusing to back
the roads-and-bridges bill
they view as insufficient
unless there’s progress on
Biden’s broader plan that’s
the heart of the Democratic
agenda. With support, lead-
ers canceled a promised
Thursday night vote. 

Pelosi called it a ‘‘day of
progress’’ in a letter to col-
leagues.  

White House Press Secre-
tary Jen Psaki released a
statement saying: ‘‘A great
deal of progress has been
made this week, and we are
closer to an agreement than
ever.’’ 

The president’s sweeping
proposal topped at $3.5 tril-
lion would essentially raise
taxes on corporations and
the wealthy and plow that
money back into govern-
ment health care, education
and other programs. 

The day saw a partial win
for Democrats, with
Congress passing and Biden
signing legislation to keep
the government running
past Thursday’s fiscal year-
end deadline and avert a fed-
eral shutdown that had been
threatened by Republican
blockades.  

Vote delayed,
Democrats 

struggle to save
Biden’s $3.5T bill

Real Life

School board
group asks

U.S. for help
policing
threats

(AP) — A group represent-
ing school board members
around the country asked
President Joe Biden on
Thursday for federal assis-
tance to investigate and stop
threats made over policies
including mask mandates,
likening the vitriol to a form
of domestic terrorism. 

The request by the National
School Boards Association
demonstrates the unruliness
at local education meetings
across the country during the
pandemic. The climate has
led a growing number of local
school board members to
resign or decide against seek-
ing re-election. 

‘‘Whatever you feel about
masks, it should not reach
this level of rhetoric,’’ NSBA
Interim Executive Director
Chip Slaven told The Associ-
ated Press by phone. 
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SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Partly cloudy until early morning then changing to mostty 
cloudy. Sight chance of light showers alter midnight. Sight chance of 
light showers and thunderstorms early in the morning. Low« around 
60. Southwest winds up to 5 mph. Chance ot precipitation 20 percent.

MARINE FORECAST
Lake Michigan near shore forecast:
Tonight: SSW wind around 10 kt. A slight chance of showers alter 
4am. Waves around 1 ft Saturday: S wind 5 to 10 kt. A chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, mainly after 1pm Waves around 1 ft. 

Lake Michigan water temperature is 72 degrees. 
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