A Trusted Tradition since 1859
Page : A01

The Freeman - 11/30/2018

Copy Reduced to 78% from original to fit letter page

Winter o
shelter
still in th

The path

LESS
traveled

Metal fabrication and welding student Erica
Brautigam found a way to combine her two passions
— art and manufacturing — throughout her studies
at Waukesha County Technical College.
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Erica Brautigam practices her welding skills at Waukesha County Technical College on Thursday. She is on
a nontraditional career path as a metal fabrication/welding student.

How WCTC is helping students
along nontraditional career paths
By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com
262-513-2681
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EWAUKEE
—
Trade
careers are no longer just
for your uncle or grandpa.
The face of the workforce is
changing, starting with female
students who are breaking into
the field. Erica Brautigam, a
metal fabrication and welding
student at Waukesha County
Technical College, is one of the
few female students who have
started balancing the scales
when it comes to having both
male and female trade workers.
“I think it’s becoming a lot
more common, especially with
the trades because they do pay
so well and people are taking
advantage
of
it,”
said
Brautigam.
She says her dad has a
machining shop with a welder,
so she got started at the age of
15 cutting up metal flowers and
dragonflies.
At WCTC, her first year of the

Copyright © 2018 Conley Group. All rights reserved 11/30/2018
November 30, 2018 3:04 pm (GMT +6:00)

INDEX

metal fabrication program was
free through the Dual Enrollment program. She met only
two other female students,
which she says could be difficult at times. But she did find
support.
“The teachers were great.
They were very welcoming and
they like seeing the girls learn
those things that are normally
male
dominated,”
said
Brautigam.
Through her studies, she’s
found a way to combine her
love of art and her skills in
manufacturing. She says as a
TIG welder, she’s able to add a
level of intricacy and creativity
to her work and make pieces of
art.
Right now, she’s creating
giant versions of some of her
favorite book covers with her
own designs.
In the future, she’d like to
open up her own shop and make
furniture pieces.
“Everyday when I go to work,
it’s just nice to feel like I’ve

accomplished something and I
can see what I’ve done,” said
Brautigam.

Nontraditional careers
Brautigam has chosen what’s
referred to as a nontraditional
occupation.
An NTO is a job that is within
a field that has less than 25 percent of either male or female
workers. Some of the most common NTO fields people may
think of are women in manufacturing and men in education, but there are several others.
Enrollment has spiked in
WCTS’s Automation Systems
Technology, Graphic Design
and Metal Fabrication/Welding
programs with 376 enrolled students.
While these are male-dominated fields, the college is hoping to attract women via one
main strategy — exposure.

See WCTC, PAGE 5A

WAUKESHA — With wintry
weather upon us, the Housing Action
Coalition of Waukesha County is
close to having a plan in place for
addressing overflow shelter needs
for the county’s homeless population, HAC Board member Nicole
Angresano said Thursday.
While Waukesha has a number of
overnight shelters, including the Salvation Army of Waukesha County;
Hebron House of Hospitality, which
operates separate shelters geared
towards specific populations; and
the Women’s Center, many of those
shelters run at capacity year round.
With the area’s last overflow shelter at 2000 Bluemound Road now
being used as a drug and alcohol
treatment facility, the HAC had
hoped to have other accommodations ready by Dec. 1.
It issued a Request for Proposals or
RFP earlier this fall looking for agencies interested in additional funding
to provide various services, including additional beds, shelter space,
warming rooms, and expanded
hours once the weather turned cold,
but ultimately didn’t get an application that fit the bill.

MINDIOLA PARK SPORTS

Plan Com
backs TIF

Council, Joint Review
Board must still
vote on proposal
By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com
262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The city Plan
Commission has backed a proposal
to more than double the size of Tax
Increment Finance District #14 to
help fund the development of a
sports complex and baseball stadium at Mindiola Park.
The commission voted 6-0 on the
proposal Wednesday evening with
little discussion. No one spoke during a public hearing before the vote.
Under its contract with Big Top
Baseball, the city has agreed to
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“Often times in manufacturing, women or other students just haven’t been in a
shop environment and that
can be really intimidating.
A lot of these women are
pioneers,” said Beth Felch,
WCTC’s advisor for nontraditional occupations.
To help female students
adjust to the new environment, Felch says she regularly follows up with them.
She explained that while it
can be a little uncomfortable at first, the level of
independence and pride
that female students experience is universal.
“I think sometimes, the
big thing is just being satisfied. For a lot of women, it’s
like there’s this entire
world I never knew,” said
Felch.
Some of the programs
growing in female enrollment at WCTC include
welding, machine tool operation, tool and die, and
machine automation.

Testing the waters
If exposure is key, then so
is the need to get potential
students experience on
industry
standard
machines and a chance to
see what some of these
trade careers actually look
like.
WCTC offers a series of
free
NTO
workshops
throughout the year.
The most recent, a welding and metal fabrication
session, was so popular that
all 20 slots were filled within a day and another time
slot had to be added.
There’s still a waitlist of 80
people.
“The best way to teach
people about these programs is to get them actually doing something,” said
Kathleen Farrell, WCTC
outreach specialist.
When deciding what
career events will be
offered, she looks at enrollment numbers throughout
the entire Wisconsin technical college system and
what programs are likely to
attract nontraditional students.
Farrell says the chance to
try a new skill for free without any commitment is
something
that
WCTC
uniquely offers.
Upcoming sessions will
cover men in health care,
women in electronics and
engineering, and women in
architectural drafting.

The future
of the workforce
Attracting the future
workforce to trade careers
needs to begin early. WCTC
programs like the summer
Discover Me camp, aimed at
middle school students,
provide an additional layer
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Waukesha County Technical
College metal fabrication/
welding
student
Erica
Brautigam works in a welding
booth.
of exposure.
“We’re really developing
curriculum that is appropriate for each grade level
and continuing to advance
them at each grade level,”
said Mike Shiels, dean of
the School of Applied Technologies.
As for getting a more
equal ratio of men to
women in trade careers,
more work needs to be done
in dissolving preconceived
stereotypes.
Carol
Fontanez, associate dean of
manufacturing technologies, says employers are
now thinking of
just
attracting the highest caliber of talent possible.
“Employers are consistently saying ‘I have to
think out of the box, so I
can’t just think a nurse is a
woman or a welder is a
man,’” said Fontanez.
Shiels added that good
pay, challenging work and
the chance to advance are
all attractive factors with
trade careers.
With WCTC’s Automation
program seeing a 30 percent increase over last year,
he added that the area will
continue to be at the forefront of technical careers
in the coming years. But an
increase in automation in
certain fields doesn’t mean
there will be fewer jobs
available.
“As the labor shortage
continues
to
escalate,
employers are thinking
about what are those lower
level tasks that are repeatable that I don’t need a
skilled worker to do,” said
Fontanez.
She explained this then
allows skilled workers to
move up to even higher
skilled work.
Moving forward, plans
for the School of Applied
Technologies
include
expanding programming,
including new dual enrollment programs and certificates.
For more information on
WCTC programming, visit
www.wctc.edu.

MADISON (AP) — Republican lawmakers are considering passing a bill guaranteeing health insurance for
people with pre-existing
conditions as part of a
lame-duck legislative session next week that could
also include measures to
reduce the power of Wisconsin’s Democratic Gov.elect Tony Evers.
Senate Majority Leader
Scott
Fitzgerald
and
Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos have been in discussions on exactly what will
be taken up in the session,
designed to give outgoing
Republican
Gov.
Scott
Walker once last chance to
sign bills into law.
In an emailed newsletter
late Thursday, Vos confirmed that the pre-existing conditions issue would
be on the agenda. He noted
that the Assembly passed
such a bill last year; it
stalled in the Senate.
Vos didn’t specify what
else would be part of the

session.
Other ideas being con
sidered include moving the
2020 presidential primary
election; limiting Evers
ability to appoint members
of the state economic
development
agency
restricting the governor’s
rule-making powers; enact
ing work requirements for
Medicaid recipients; and
enshrining in law rules
related to Wisconsin’s
voter photo ID mandate.
Republicans want to
move the presidential pri
mary because of expected
high Democratic turnout
that would make it harder
for conservative Supreme
Court Justice Dan Kelly to
win election, Fitzgerald
said Tuesday. Kelly’s elec
tion is in April 2020, the
same date as the presiden
tial primary. Kelly was
appointed by Walker and is
part of a 4-3 conservative
majority on the court.
Court spokesman Tom
Sheehan
said
Kelly
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OCONOMOWOC
—
Terry Fulks, former pastor
at Crosspoint Community
Church, has started his
own church called Thirst,
which will hold its first
service on Dec. 16 at the
Oconomowoc Community
Center, 220 W. Wisconsin
Ave.
Fulks was at Crosspoint
for 26 years before stepping
down in October. In that
time, he said Thirst has
already been incorporated
and has its own tax identification number.
“It was difficult for me to
leave Crosspoint because I
had so many friends there
and people expected me to

stay,” Fulks said. “Bu
we’re not trying to tak
away from anything; we’r
building onto what ha
already been presented.”
Fulks said the nam
Thirst comes from a Bibl
verse, John 7:37.
“If anyone thirsts, le
him come to me and
drink,” John 7:37 states
“Whoever believes in me
as the Scripture has said
‘Out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.’”
Fulks said the church
will be built around wel
coming all people.
“It will be built for peo
ple who haven’t been to
church in a while as wel
as people who are frequen
churchgoers because w
are taught in the Bibl
you’re supposed to have a

OFFICIAL NOTICE TO CLEAN SIDEWALKS OF
SNOW AND ICE
The owner, occupant or person in charge of each
dwelling or building in the City fronting upon or
adjoining any street, and the owner or person in
charge of any unoccupied building or lot fronting as
aforesaid, shall clean the sidewalk in front of or
adjoining such dwelling or building, or unoccupied
lot or building, as the case may be of snow and ice
to the width of such sidewalk within 12 hours after
the snow has ceased to fall, and shall keep the
sidewalk free of snow so as to prevent an accumulation of ice.
Cleaning By City: Assessment
of Cost
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In the event the owner, occupant or person in
charge of removal of snow as herein provided fails

