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From the Waukesha police blotter
3:07 p.m. Saturday — A man was lingering in the area of
Sunset Laundry, 1351 S. West Ave., trying to sell socks
out of a bag for gas money. Police met with the man at
the nearby Pizza Hut, and advised him on his behavior.

>> More from the weekend blotter on Page 7A

Trucking troubles

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Skyler Freinann cruises around the course while instructor
John Knoblauch sits shotgun in a Waukesha County Technical
College semitruck driving course.

Industry suffering severe shortage of drivers
By JoAnn Petaschnick

Special to The Freeman

PEWAUKEE — The truck-
ing industry in southeast
Wisconsin and around the
U.S. needs more drivers. The
shortage of commercial
truck drivers is number one
on the American Transporta-

tion Research Institute’s 2017
list of industry concerns.
Couple that with an economy
that relies on truck trans-
portation for delivery of
about 70 percent of all goods,
and you have a looming
dilemma the industry is
struggling to address. 

On the bright side, “If you

are a qualified driver, you
will have no trouble getting a
job,” said Neil Kedzie, presi-
dent of the Wisconsin Motor
Carriers Association. The
downside is that “Nation-
wide, over the next decade,
we’ll need 90,000 new drivers
per year just to meet the
demand.” 

Not only is the shortage
due to a lack of new hires, but
a large number of drivers are
reaching retirement age. “As
an industry our median age
is higher than the national
average. We lose more drivers
to attrition than any other

‘The economy’s
growing, jobs are

being created’
Ryan, other GOP lawmakers tout

unemployment rate, tax plan 
at Lincoln Reagan Dinner
By Dave Fidlin

Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — House
Speaker Paul Ryan and
other high profile, state-

based Republican lawmakers put a
spotlight on low unemployment
rates and the freshly minted tax
plan at a local fundraising event
Saturday.

Ryan, R-Janesville, joined fellow
U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, R-
Menomonee Falls, in discussing the
GOP platform in Washington, D.C.,
at the Republican Party of Wauke-
sha County’s annual Lincoln Rea-
gan Dinner at the Country Springs
Hotel. 

Also on hand at the event, named
in honor of Presidents Abraham
Lincoln and Ronald Reagan, were
Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch and state
Attorney General Brad Schimel.

Much of Ryan’s address to atten-
dees was upbeat and jovial, though
he did note the high school shooting
in Parkland, Fla., and said he and
fellow GOP colleagues remain con-

cerned about gun legislation.
“This young man slipped through

the cracks — not just a crack, but a
whole bunch of cracks,” Ryan said,
referring to Nikolas Cruz, who is
suspected of killing 17 and injuring
14 persons at a Florida high school.
“It’s important that we get to the
bottom of this and fix this, while
preserving citizens’ rights.”

In discussing President Donald
Trump’s first year in office, Ryan
continued to laud the principles
within his plan to repeal and
replace President Barack Obama’s
Affordable Care Act legislation,
even though it failed. The Trump
administration’s plan, Ryan said,
was “a very good piece of legisla-
tion.”

Ryan also praised the ripple
effects of the new Republican tax
plan, which has been set in motion
this year. He remarked about the 31-
year lapse since the last major tax
changes were implemented under
Reagan’s leadership.

“The last time we did this, I was
getting my driver’s license,” Ryan

said. “It was a completely different
time.”

As the rollouts of the tax plan
continue, Ryan said he remains
convinced the unemployment rate
— hovering around 3 percent — will
aid Wisconsin’s economy.

“The economy’s growing,” Ryan
said. “Jobs are being created.”

Sensenbrenner also touted the tax

plan. He said the average family in
his Congressional district stands to
have $2,500 in tax relief per year,
based on the provisions within the
legislation.

Additionally, Sensenbrenner
praised Trump’s appointment last
year of conservative Supreme
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch. Senate
lawmakers later confirmed Gor-

such to the post.
“God willing, (Gorsuch) is going to

be there the next 30 years,” he said.
Sensenbrenner also touched on

the state of health care, which he
said remains a part of the GOP
agenda, moving forward, despite
last year’s defeat.

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan talks to guests at the 68th Annual Republican Party of Waukesha County
Lincoln Reagan Dinner at Country Springs Hotel.

Location on
southwest side

would be affected
By Katherine Michalets

kmichalets@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — Kohl’s is
seeking to downsize its
Waukesha store on the south-
west side of the city on St.
Paul Avenue.

In late 2017, the
Menomonee Falls-based
department store announced

plans to “right-size” some of
its locations as the retailer
market continues to change
with more customers shop-
ping online.

The 2140 W. St. Paul Ave. is
one of those locations.

According to documents
filed with the city on Friday,
the company wants to shrink
the footprint of the store by
25,101 square feet. That space
would then be leased to a dif-
ferent business and the size
of the Kohl’s store would
become 63,600 square feet.

Kohl’s wants to shrink
Waukesha store size

Ex-Carroll professor charged
with disorderly conduct 

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — A former
adjunct professor at Carroll
University was charged
Monday and had a restrain-
ing order issued against
him after he allegedly
harassed school officials
and made statements refer-
encing the recent school
shooting in Florida.

Timothy Hoeller, 57, was
charged Monday with disor-
derly conduct and ordered
held on a $500 cash bond,
with conditions that he
have no contact with the
Carroll campus or any of
its employees. He is to
appear in court again today
to discuss the status of
counsel.

Also Monday, Carroll Uni-
versity sought and was
granted a temporary

restraining order, enjoining
Hoeller from having contact
with the university until a
March 12 injunction hear-
ing.

A criminal complaint
said Hoeller was an adjunct
professor at the college
from January until April
last year, when his employ-
ment was terminated. Since
then, he has been in “con-
stant contact” with a Car-
roll legal adviser threaten-

ing a lawsuit against the
university if he does not get
a positive letter of refer-
ence or his job back, the
complaint said. He was
advised the university only
confirms his dates of
employment, but the advis-
er said Hoeller has been get-
ting increasingly more
upset because he feels he is
being treated unfairly.

Called Florida school shooter ‘my hero;’ denies threat, complaint says

See DINNER, PAGE 8A

See KOHL’S, PAGE 5ASee HOELLER, PAGE 5A

See TRUCKING, PAGE 8A

The unsinkable 
Edward C. 
Boehmke series 
continues LOCAL 5A
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump
declared Monday he’s will-
ing to take on the National
Rifle Association over gun
legislation, but Republicans
who control Congress aren’t
so sure. 

Congress returned to
work Monday without fol-
lowing Trump’s lead on any
of the major initiatives he
has tossed into the debate
since the massacre at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas
High School. 

Over the weekend, Trump
spent time talking to Repub-
lican House Speaker Paul
Ryan of Wisconsin, and the
White House is inviting law-
makers from both parties
for meetings this week. But
Trump’s ideas to arm many
teachers, lift the minimum
age for purchasing assault
rifles to 21 and impose
stricter background checks
were falling flat.   

‘‘You guys, half of you
are so afraid of the NRA,’’
the president said Monday
at a meeting with the
nation’s governors.
‘‘There’s nothing to be
afraid of. And you know
what? If they’re not with
you, we have to fight them
every once in a while.
That’s OK.’’   

Instead, Senate Republi-
cans are hoping to consider
more modest legislation
from Sens. John Cornyn, R-
Texas, and Chris Murphy,
D-Conn., to strengthen the
National Instant Criminal
Background Check System

(NICS). The ‘‘Fix NICS’’ bill,
similar to one approved last
year in the House, would
penalize federal agencies
that don’t properly report
required records used to
determine whether some-
one can legally buy a gun.   

Though Trump did not
mention increasing the

minimum age for rifle pur-
chases, he wants to toughen
the Cornyn bill with
stricter background checks,
a change the NRA has
opposed.   ‘‘We’re going to
strengthen it,’’ Trump said.
‘‘We’re going to make it
more pertinent to what
we’re discussing.”
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WIND CHILL TOMORROW

HEATING DEGREE
Tonight: South wind 10 to 15 knots veering southwest after midnight, 
then easing to 5 to 10 knots early in the morning.

MARINE FORECAST

ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST

Tonight: Partly cloudy through around midnight, then mostly cloudy 
with a chance of light rain after midnight. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Wednesday: A few rain showers may linger into the morning. Skies 
will be mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid-40s. 

Lake Michigan near shore forecast:

Lake Michigan water temperature is      degrees.

The UVI forecast for Wednesday is 

UV scale and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 low risk, 3-5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk, 8-10 very high risk, 11-over extreme risk. 
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Dinner
From Page 1A

“We’ve got work to do,” he
said. “Instead of doing it in
one fell swoop, we’re doing it
bit by bit.” 

Although they expressed
optimism about where the
party is heading, Ryan,
Sensenbrenner and other
speakers attempted to rally
supporters into action as
the road to November’s mid-
term elections heats up.

Sensenbrenner pointed to
January’s special state Sen-
ate District race in District
10 in western Wisconsin,
which provided a surprise
upset in favor of the Demo-
cratic Party in a historical-
ly GOP-dominated area.

“We’re all in this together
— candidates, volunteers
and the like,” Sensenbren-
ner said to supporters.  

Scott Trindl of the
Waukesha County Demo-
cratic Party said the Repub-
lican tax plan is similar to
plans they have passed
before that will mostly bene-
fit large corporations and
only benefit the working
class a little bit.

“The budget deficit is
going to bloom again,” he
said.

And when the deficit does
increase, it shouldn’t come
as a surprise, he said.

“That’s what they do. It
shouldn’t be a surprise that
they did it again,” Trindl
said.

As one of the people who
has benefitted from the
Affordable Care Act, Trindl
said he’s happy it’s not been
replaced — as many other
people should be, too,
because pre-existing condi-

tions will still be covered by
medical insurance. 

— Also contributing: Katherine
Michalets, Freeman Staff

Trucking
From Page 1A

reason,” Kedzie said.  The
median age of over-the-road
truck drivers is 49, while the
median for all U.S. workers is
42.

Laufer Trucking in Hart-
ford has 27 dry van (not
refrigerated) and flatbed
trucks and operates around
the Midwest. “Our trucks are
full, and because the econo-
my is good, we are waiting
for additional trucks that we
have on order,” said Krista
Laufer. When those trucks
are delivered, they will need
more drivers, she said. 

Helping to meet the driver
gap are technical schools like
Waukesha County Technical
College with its Truck Driv-
ing CDL Class A program,
which can produce 120 to 190
graduates a year. “The past
couple of years, we have had
160 graduates,” said Jeff
Kiel, a WCTC instructor.
“The program is offered
days, nights or weekends,
and we have a 97 percent
completion rate. Most of our
graduates have found jobs,”
he said. 

In fact, insurance carriers
prefer it when trucking com-
panies hire technical school
grads versus those who are
self-taught or who take
another training path, Kiel
said. “The competencies will
only become more difficult,
but our school already has
such high standards, we will

only have to adjust a few
things,” he said.   

Laufer has hired drivers
from WCTC and has been
happy with them. “When you
get a driver that graduated
from WCTC, insurance com-
panies are happy because it
is such a high-quality pro-
gram,” she said.

‘A well-paid 
middle-class job’

Laufer acknowledges that
being a truck driver isn’t

for everyone. “It’s a
lifestyle. It has unusual
hours, and every day can be
different. I think it can put
people off,” she said.  “We
have a lot of younger men
drivers that have a family.
The hours can make it dif-
ficult to be home for chil-
dren’s activities. That
makes the job less appeal-
ing,” she said. 

People may be holding on
to an outdated view of
truck driving, Kiel said.

“Compensation is increas-
ing, and drivers don’t have
to go over the road to earn
a good income. It’s a well-
paid middle-class job. And
women are getting
involved, too,” he said. 

Companies like Laufer
are focused on driver reten-
tion, offering better pay
and vacation time, and
other benefits. “When it
comes to scheduling, we try
to be as flexible as possible.
We try to limit the time our

drivers spend on the road
to 2 to 3 nights a week and
get them home on the week-
ends,” she said. 

Kedzie agrees. “The
industry is adapting, try-
ing to design shorter hauls
and hubs located closer for
drivers to change off. We’re
also looking at intermodal
methods such as transfer-
ring to ship, rail or air.
We’re putting more empha-
sis on finding better ways
to ship,” he said.  

Laws restricting 
younger drivers

Another issue causing
headaches for the industry
is legislation that won’t
allow a driver under 21
years old to run interstate
routes.  “An 18-year-old can
drive from Milwaukee to
Bayfield, which is about a
700-mile round trip, but
they can’t drive the 90
miles to Chicago. Safety is
a factor, but these laws are
30 years old and need to be
reviewed. No studies have
been done for some time,”
Kedzie said.  

Legislation has been
introduced to establish
such a study in a pilot pro-
gram that would allow 18 to
21-year-olds to operate com-
mercial vehicles across
state lines if they meet cer-
tain conditions. “I believe
as our lawmakers become
more keenly aware of these
issues, we will resolve
them,” Kedzie said. 

Chicago, 
airlines nearing

$8.5B deal to
dramatically

expand O’Hare
By Bill Ruthhart
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and Chicago’s air-
line carriers are in the final
stages of negotiating a
blockbuster $8.5 billion deal
to dramatically expand
O’Hare International Air-
port with a state-of-the-art
global terminal, dozens of
new gates and several addi-
tional concourses, the
Chicago Tribune has
learned. 

The eight-year plan would
be the single largest and
most expensive terminal
revamp in O’Hare’s 73-year
history. The goal is to vault
the airline hub long known
for its gridlock and delays
into the 21st century by
growing its sluggish num-
ber of international flights
and creating more room for
its domestic carriers. 

Emanuel is seeking to
leverage the May expiration
date of the airlines’ 35-year
lease to secure higher fees
and charges from the carri-
ers that would help
bankroll the ambitious pro-
ject. The Aviation Depart-
ment would borrow against
the future airline fees to pay
for the construction, which
city officials said would not
require taxpayer dollars. 

The 55-year-old Terminal
2 would be torn down to
make way for a new “Global
Terminal” with wider con-
courses and gates to accom-
modate the larger aircraft
that embark on internation-
al flights to places like Hong
Kong and Dubai. Terminals
1, 3 and 5 would be renovat-
ed, while two new satellite
concourses would be con-
structed to the west of the
existing terminals and con-
nected to the new Global
Terminal by an under-
ground pedestrian tunnel. 

All told, more than 3.1
million square feet of ter-
minal space would be added
— a 72 percent increase
over the current 4.3 million
square feet. 

The amount of space for
planes to park at airline
gates would increase by 25
percent, and the total num-
ber of gates would jump
from 185 today to roughly
220 upon the project’s com-
pletion in 2026, Aviation
Commissioner Ginger
Evans confirmed in an
exclusive interview with
the Tribune. 

“There comes a time
where you just can’t live in
your grandmother’s termi-
nal anymore, and truthfully,
we’re living in our grand-
mother’s terminal,” Evans
said. “You snooze, you lose
in this business. Our com-
petitors are out there
investing, adding capacity,
and we have got to do the
same.”

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Juan Covarrubias takes on a icy road simulation in a Waukesha County Technical College
semi-truck driving course.

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Ella, daughter of Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch, sings the nation-
al anthem at the beginning of the 68th Annual Republican
Party of Waukesha County Lincoln Reagan Dinner at Country
Springs Hotel on Saturday.

Radio talk show host Dan O’Donnell kicks off the 68th Annual
Republican Party of Waukesha County Lincoln Reagan Dinner
at Country Springs Hotel.

Trump says he’s willing to buck
NRA; Congress not so sure
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump
declared Monday he’s will-
ing to take on the National
Rifle Association over gun
legislation, but Republicans
who control Congress aren’t
so sure. 

Congress returned to
work Monday without fol-
lowing Trump’s lead on any
of the major initiatives he
has tossed into the debate
since the massacre at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas
High School. 

Over the weekend, Trump
spent time talking to Repub-
lican House Speaker Paul
Ryan of Wisconsin, and the
White House is inviting law-
makers from both parties
for meetings this week. But
Trump’s ideas to arm many
teachers, lift the minimum
age for purchasing assault
rifles to 21 and impose
stricter background checks
were falling flat.   

‘‘You guys, half of you
are so afraid of the NRA,’’
the president said Monday
at a meeting with the
nation’s governors.
‘‘There’s nothing to be
afraid of. And you know
what? If they’re not with
you, we have to fight them
every once in a while.
That’s OK.’’   

Instead, Senate Republi-
cans are hoping to consider
more modest legislation
from Sens. John Cornyn, R-
Texas, and Chris Murphy,
D-Conn., to strengthen the
National Instant Criminal
Background Check System

(NICS). The ‘‘Fix NICS’’ bill,
similar to one approved last
year in the House, would
penalize federal agencies
that don’t properly report
required records used to
determine whether some-
one can legally buy a gun.   

Though Trump did not
mention increasing the

minimum age for rifle pur-
chases, he wants to toughen
the Cornyn bill with
stricter background checks,
a change the NRA has
opposed.   ‘‘We’re going to
strengthen it,’’ Trump said.
‘‘We’re going to make it
more pertinent to what
we’re discussing.”
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WIND CHILL TOMORROW

HEATING DEGREE
Tonight: South wind 10 to 15 knots veering southwest after midnight, 
then easing to 5 to 10 knots early in the morning.

MARINE FORECAST

ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST

Tonight: Partly cloudy through around midnight, then mostly cloudy 
with a chance of light rain after midnight. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Wednesday: A few rain showers may linger into the morning. Skies 
will be mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid-40s. 

Lake Michigan near shore forecast:

Lake Michigan water temperature is      degrees.

The UVI forecast for Wednesday is 

UV scale and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 low risk, 3-5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk, 8-10 very high risk, 11-over extreme risk. 
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Snowfall yesterday 0.0"..................
Snow season to date 32.7".............

High/Low, Waukesha
High/Low 52/29...............................
Normal High / Low 36/22................
Last year's high for date 45............
Last year's low for date 22..............

Fish and Seafood
Served Daily
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2018 BASKETBALL CONTEST

Ad Deadline: Wednesday, March 7
Hurry! Space is limited.

Score Big!
Get up to 5 ads for the price of one! 
Advertise in THE FREEMAN’S March Mania

NCAA bracket feature on Tuesday, March 13.

Need a reason to advertise? Check out these stats:
 Full color ad in pull-out special section.
 2018 NCAA bracket.
 Double-truck page in the sports section.
 Reader contest with cash giveaway.
 Chance to win FREE ads.

Reserve your ad space today. Call 262-542-2501.

Dinner
From Page 1A

“We’ve got work to do,” he
said. “Instead of doing it in
one fell swoop, we’re doing it
bit by bit.” 

Although they expressed
optimism about where the
party is heading, Ryan,
Sensenbrenner and other
speakers attempted to rally
supporters into action as
the road to November’s mid-
term elections heats up.

Sensenbrenner pointed to
January’s special state Sen-
ate District race in District
10 in western Wisconsin,
which provided a surprise
upset in favor of the Demo-
cratic Party in a historical-
ly GOP-dominated area.

“We’re all in this together
— candidates, volunteers
and the like,” Sensenbren-
ner said to supporters.  

Scott Trindl of the
Waukesha County Demo-
cratic Party said the Repub-
lican tax plan is similar to
plans they have passed
before that will mostly bene-
fit large corporations and
only benefit the working
class a little bit.

“The budget deficit is
going to bloom again,” he
said.

And when the deficit does
increase, it shouldn’t come
as a surprise, he said.

“That’s what they do. It
shouldn’t be a surprise that
they did it again,” Trindl
said.

As one of the people who
has benefitted from the
Affordable Care Act, Trindl
said he’s happy it’s not been
replaced — as many other
people should be, too,
because pre-existing condi-

tions will still be covered by
medical insurance. 

— Also contributing: Katherine
Michalets, Freeman Staff

Trucking
From Page 1A

reason,” Kedzie said.  The
median age of over-the-road
truck drivers is 49, while the
median for all U.S. workers is
42.

Laufer Trucking in Hart-
ford has 27 dry van (not
refrigerated) and flatbed
trucks and operates around
the Midwest. “Our trucks are
full, and because the econo-
my is good, we are waiting
for additional trucks that we
have on order,” said Krista
Laufer. When those trucks
are delivered, they will need
more drivers, she said. 

Helping to meet the driver
gap are technical schools like
Waukesha County Technical
College with its Truck Driv-
ing CDL Class A program,
which can produce 120 to 190
graduates a year. “The past
couple of years, we have had
160 graduates,” said Jeff
Kiel, a WCTC instructor.
“The program is offered
days, nights or weekends,
and we have a 97 percent
completion rate. Most of our
graduates have found jobs,”
he said. 

In fact, insurance carriers
prefer it when trucking com-
panies hire technical school
grads versus those who are
self-taught or who take
another training path, Kiel
said. “The competencies will
only become more difficult,
but our school already has
such high standards, we will

only have to adjust a few
things,” he said.   

Laufer has hired drivers
from WCTC and has been
happy with them. “When you
get a driver that graduated
from WCTC, insurance com-
panies are happy because it
is such a high-quality pro-
gram,” she said.

‘A well-paid 
middle-class job’

Laufer acknowledges that
being a truck driver isn’t

for everyone. “It’s a
lifestyle. It has unusual
hours, and every day can be
different. I think it can put
people off,” she said.  “We
have a lot of younger men
drivers that have a family.
The hours can make it dif-
ficult to be home for chil-
dren’s activities. That
makes the job less appeal-
ing,” she said. 

People may be holding on
to an outdated view of
truck driving, Kiel said.

“Compensation is increas-
ing, and drivers don’t have
to go over the road to earn
a good income. It’s a well-
paid middle-class job. And
women are getting
involved, too,” he said. 

Companies like Laufer
are focused on driver reten-
tion, offering better pay
and vacation time, and
other benefits. “When it
comes to scheduling, we try
to be as flexible as possible.
We try to limit the time our

drivers spend on the road
to 2 to 3 nights a week and
get them home on the week-
ends,” she said. 

Kedzie agrees. “The
industry is adapting, try-
ing to design shorter hauls
and hubs located closer for
drivers to change off. We’re
also looking at intermodal
methods such as transfer-
ring to ship, rail or air.
We’re putting more empha-
sis on finding better ways
to ship,” he said.  

Laws restricting 
younger drivers

Another issue causing
headaches for the industry
is legislation that won’t
allow a driver under 21
years old to run interstate
routes.  “An 18-year-old can
drive from Milwaukee to
Bayfield, which is about a
700-mile round trip, but
they can’t drive the 90
miles to Chicago. Safety is
a factor, but these laws are
30 years old and need to be
reviewed. No studies have
been done for some time,”
Kedzie said.  

Legislation has been
introduced to establish
such a study in a pilot pro-
gram that would allow 18 to
21-year-olds to operate com-
mercial vehicles across
state lines if they meet cer-
tain conditions. “I believe
as our lawmakers become
more keenly aware of these
issues, we will resolve
them,” Kedzie said. 

Chicago, 
airlines nearing

$8.5B deal to
dramatically

expand O’Hare
By Bill Ruthhart
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and Chicago’s air-
line carriers are in the final
stages of negotiating a
blockbuster $8.5 billion deal
to dramatically expand
O’Hare International Air-
port with a state-of-the-art
global terminal, dozens of
new gates and several addi-
tional concourses, the
Chicago Tribune has
learned. 

The eight-year plan would
be the single largest and
most expensive terminal
revamp in O’Hare’s 73-year
history. The goal is to vault
the airline hub long known
for its gridlock and delays
into the 21st century by
growing its sluggish num-
ber of international flights
and creating more room for
its domestic carriers. 

Emanuel is seeking to
leverage the May expiration
date of the airlines’ 35-year
lease to secure higher fees
and charges from the carri-
ers that would help
bankroll the ambitious pro-
ject. The Aviation Depart-
ment would borrow against
the future airline fees to pay
for the construction, which
city officials said would not
require taxpayer dollars. 

The 55-year-old Terminal
2 would be torn down to
make way for a new “Global
Terminal” with wider con-
courses and gates to accom-
modate the larger aircraft
that embark on internation-
al flights to places like Hong
Kong and Dubai. Terminals
1, 3 and 5 would be renovat-
ed, while two new satellite
concourses would be con-
structed to the west of the
existing terminals and con-
nected to the new Global
Terminal by an under-
ground pedestrian tunnel. 

All told, more than 3.1
million square feet of ter-
minal space would be added
— a 72 percent increase
over the current 4.3 million
square feet. 

The amount of space for
planes to park at airline
gates would increase by 25
percent, and the total num-
ber of gates would jump
from 185 today to roughly
220 upon the project’s com-
pletion in 2026, Aviation
Commissioner Ginger
Evans confirmed in an
exclusive interview with
the Tribune. 

“There comes a time
where you just can’t live in
your grandmother’s termi-
nal anymore, and truthfully,
we’re living in our grand-
mother’s terminal,” Evans
said. “You snooze, you lose
in this business. Our com-
petitors are out there
investing, adding capacity,
and we have got to do the
same.”

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Juan Covarrubias takes on a icy road simulation in a Waukesha County Technical College
semi-truck driving course.

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Ella, daughter of Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch, sings the nation-
al anthem at the beginning of the 68th Annual Republican
Party of Waukesha County Lincoln Reagan Dinner at Country
Springs Hotel on Saturday.

Radio talk show host Dan O’Donnell kicks off the 68th Annual
Republican Party of Waukesha County Lincoln Reagan Dinner
at Country Springs Hotel.

Trump says he’s willing to buck
NRA; Congress not so sure


