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TODAY’S BRIEFING

NATION/WORLD

Trump still coy 
on border deal — 
but expected to sign

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump
isn’t showing his hand yet.
But with little Washington
appetite for another shut-
down, he’s expected to
grudgingly accept an agree-
ment that would keep the
government open but pro-
vide just a fraction of the
money he’s been demand-
ing for his Mexican border
wall.   

On Wednesday, Trump
said he would be taking ‘‘a
very serious look’’ at the
text when the White House
receives it from Congress.
Lawmakers on Capitol Hill
were still haggling over
final details, but they
appeared on track to finish
soon.   

‘‘We’re going to look at

the legislation when it
comes and I’ll make a deter-
mination,’’ Trump said,
telling reporters he’d be
looking out for any ‘‘land
mines.’’   

Still, he said another
shutdown would be ‘‘a terri-
ble thing.’’  

In House’s Yemen
vote, Congress
reasserts war-making
powers

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Asserting congressional
authority over war-making
powers, the House passed a
resolution Wednesday that
would force the administra-
tion to withdraw U.S. troops
from involvement in
Yemen, in a rebuke of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
alliance with the Saudi-led
coalition behind the mili-
tary intervention.  Law-
makers in both parties are

increasingly uneasy over
the humanitarian crisis in
Yemen and skeptical of the
U.S. partnership with that
coalition.   

Passage would mark the
first time Congress has
relied on the decades-old
War Powers Resolution to
halt military intervention.
It also would set up a poten-
tial confrontation with the
White House, which has
threatened a veto. The
House voted 248-177 to
approve the measure, send-
ing it to the Senate, where a
similar resolution passed
last year.    

The White House says the
House resolution is
‘‘flawed’’ because U.S.
troops are not directly
involved in military action
in the Yemen, where the
coalition is fighting the Ira-
nian-backed Houthi rebels
in a conflict largely seen a
proxy involving the
Mideast’s dominant region-
al players.

U.S. says ex-intel 
official defected to
Iran, revealed secrets

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
former U.S. Air Force coun-
terintelligence specialist
who defected
to Iran
despite warn-
ings from the
FBI has been
charged with
r e v e a l i n g
c l a s s i f i e d
infor mation
to the Tehran
government, including the
code name and secret mis-
sion of a Pentagon pro-
gram, prosecutors said
Wednesday.   

The Justice Department
also accused Monica

Elfriede Witt, 39, of betray-
ing former colleagues in
the U.S. intelligence com-
munity by feeding details
about their personal and
professional lives to Iran.
Four hackers linked to the
Iranian government,
charged in the same indict-
ment, used that informa-
tion to target the intelli-
gence workers online, pros-
ecutors said.   

Witt had been on the
FBI’s radar at least a year
before she defected after
she attended an Iranian
conference and appeared in
anti-American videos. 

Trump pans Venezuelan
leader’s refusal of
humanitarian aid

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump on
Wednesday called Venezue-
lan President Nicolas
Maduro’s refusal to accept
humanitarian aid a ‘‘terrible
mistake’’ and an example of
what can happen when the
wrong government holds
power.   

Maduro has blocked ship-
ments of food and other
assistance sent by the U.S.
and other countries for the
people of Venezuela. Political
and economic turmoil has led
to vast shortages of basic
goods, forcing many
Venezuelans to flee to neigh-
boring Colombia or partici-
pate in massive street
protests to pressure Maduro
to leave office.   

The U.S. and other nations
favor that outcome and have
recognized opposition leader
Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s
rightful leader.   

Asked if he had a backup
plan should Maduro retain
power, Trump said: ‘‘I always
have Plan B. And C and D and

E and F. ... A lot of things are
happening in Venezuela that
people don’t know about.’’   

Maduro has blasted the
humanitarian aid as part of a
U.S.-led coup to topple him.
Trump noted that Maduro
has blocked the bridge closest
to where the aid is being
warehoused on the Colom-
bian border, but not other
crossings.   

WISCONSIN

Lawmakers want 
to ban minors from 
buying e-cigarettes

MADISON (AP) — Republi-
can lawmakers are circulat-
ing a bill that would prohibit
minors from buying e-
cigarettes and other vapor
products.   

Reps. Janel Brandtjen of
Menomonee Falls, Barbara
Dittrich of Oconomowoc and
Sen. Andre Jacque of De Pere
sent the bill around to their
colleagues for co-sponsorship
on Wednesday. The measure
would prohibit people from
selling or providing e-
cigarettes and other vapor
products such as vape pens to
minors.    

Current state law bars
retailers and manufacturers
from selling tobacco or nico-
tine products to minors. The
three legislators said in a
memo to their fellow lawmak-
ers that most of the time it’s
impossible to tell whether
vaping devices contain tobac-
co. They say even if the
devices don’t contain tobac-
co, using them will lead to
tobacco use.     

Evers wants more
money for wells,
drinking water study

MADISON (AP) — Gov.

Tony Evers says his budget
will seek more money for
replacing polluted wells.   

Evers announced
Wednesday that his budget
will allocate $2 million for a
grant program that funds
replacement, repairs or
treatment for polluted pri-
vate wells that serve homes
or livestock. That’s an
increase of $1.6 million.   

He says his budget will
offer a new cost-share
option that calls for the
Department of Natural
Resources to cover up to
$16,000 in repairs for fami-
lies below the median
income.    

The governor says his
budget also will direct the
DNR to spend $75,000 to
evaluate drinking water
contamination in Grant,
Iowa and Lafayette coun-
ties.    

Snowfall in Wisconsin
is a record breaker 

WAUSAU (AP) — This
week’s snowstorm in Wis-
consin is a record breaker
for some communities.    

The snow total reached
15.7 inches in Wausau Tues-
day, shattering the 1-day
snowfall record for the city
previously set at 13 inches
in 1924 and 1908.    

Some impressive snow
totals were seen around the
state Tuesday, including
14.2 at Plover and 13.9 at
Rhinelander. The National
Weather Service says 8.3
inches of snow fell at the
Dane County Regional Air-
port, smashing the old
mark for the day of 4.9
inches set on Feb. 12, 1923.   

In Milwaukee, the weath-
er service recorded 7.9 inch-
es, breaking a record for the
day set at 7.5 inches in 2008.  

Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks at the Major County Sheriffs
and Major Cities Chiefs Association Joint Conference in Wash-
ington on Wednesday.
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By Darryl Enriquez 
Special to Conley Media

WAUKESHA — The board that gov-
erns Waukesha County Technical Col-
lege will have three openings this sum-
mer for new directors and applicants
are currently being sought, said Wauke-
sha County Board Chairman Paul
Decker.

Written applications are due by 4 p.m.
on Feb. 26. District Board applications
and application guidelines can be found
at https://bit.ly/2Ic8pzS. The board will
have positions open for: 

■ An employee member who is paid
for work.

■ An employee member who is paid
for services and possess the power to
hire, transfer, suspend, layoff, recall,
promote, discharge, assign, reward or
discipline other employees.

■ An additional member who lives
within the technical college district.

The WCTC District Board Appoint-
ment Committee will meet at 1:30 p.m.
on March 21 to interview applicants
and select the new members, said Caro-
line Tindall, district board executive
assistant.

Applicants must be present at the

meeting for interviews in the Wauke-
sha County Administration Center,
Room AC130, 515 W. Moreland Blvd.,
said Decker.

Each position is a three-year term
that begins July 1 and expires June 30,
2022. The district board has nine mem-
bers.

Applicants must submit notarized
applications along with two references
supporting their appointments. The
forms must be submitted to Decker’s
office in Room AC130.

The Appointment Committee is made
up of county executives from Dodge,
Jefferson, Racine and Waukesha coun-
ties. Those counties are in WCTC’s ser-
vice area, said Tindall. 

Board members are expected to
attend regular board meetings, which
are open to the public, on the second
Tuesday of each month. The fourth
Tuesday of each month is reserved for
special meetings, as needed, according
to the WCTC website.

Board members receive no compensa-
tion for their services but are reim-
bursed for expenses, such as mileage,
said Tindall.

Contact Tindall at 262-691-5435 with
questions about the application process.

By Gary Achterberg
gachterberg@conleynet.com

262-305-6759

PORT WASHINGTON — The husband
of a Milwaukee woman who died of a
drug overdose that occurred while they
were staying at a Grafton hotel last
summer has been charged in her death.

Benjamin D. Bodwin, 54, was charged
in Ozaukee County Circuit Court Feb. 4
with first-degree reckless
homicide/delivery of drugs. Circuit
Judge Joseph Voiland issued an arrest
warrant the same day. Bodwin had not
been arrested as of Wednesday after-
noon, according to court records.

Grafton police responded July 28,
2018, with the rescue squad to a hotel
just off the Highway 60 exit on Inter-
state 43 after getting a 911 call about a
woman who “had overdosed and was
unresponsive.” She was transported to
Aurora Medical Center in Grafton. She
died Aug. 1, 2018. An autopsy deter-
mined she died of “acute fentanyl
intoxication,” according to the crimi-
nal complaint.

Bodwin told an officer while his wife
was being treated in the emergency
department that he and his wife had
gone to eat at a restaurant adjacent to
the hotel on the evening of July 27,
2018. They checked into the hotel
“because they just wanted to have a get-
away,” the complaint added.

Later that evening, Bodwin told the
officer he left the hotel because he was
having urges to use crack cocaine. He
took $300 out of an ATM, drove to

Greenfield Avenue in Milwaukee and
was approached by an unknown
woman. That woman called someone to
bring crack to the gas station they were
at. He gave her $80, she approached the
vehicle and returned with the cocaine,
which they consumed together, accord-
ing to the complaint.

After they were finished, Bodwin
decided he wanted more. The woman
used Bodwin’s cellphone and the dealer
returned. He bought more crack, which
they both used. The dealer told him,
“You got my number. Go ahead and
hook me up if you need more,” the com-
plaint added.

Bodwin said he hadn’t smoked all the
crack but needed to get back to Grafton
before his wife woke up. He got back to
the hotel about 3 a.m. His wife was up
and was upset. He told the officer his
wife was a drug rehab counselor. 

She knew he had taken $300 from
their checking account. They then
decided to smoke the remaining crack,
the complaint added.

After they were done, he said his wife
decided they needed to get some more
and that she also wanted to use some
heroin. He called the number of the
dealer he met earlier. They agreed to
meet at 33rd Street and Locust Avenue
in Milwaukee. They parked in a gas sta-
tion parking lot and the dealer drove up
in the same vehicle. Bodwin bought $60
worth of crack and $40 worth of heroin,
the complaint added.

The two then drove back to the
Grafton hotel. They went into their
room, smoked all the crack and fin-
ished the heroin about 5:30 a.m. His
wife said she was really high and want-
ed to go outside and smoke a cigarette.
She collapsed as she got to the door on
the hotel’s south side, the complaint
added.

Three spots to open soon
on WCTC District Board

Grafton drug death results 
in homicide charge

Milwaukee woman 
overdosed at hotel 

last summer

MADISON (AP) — The
Republican-controlled Wis-
consin Senate sent a middle-
class tax cut bill to Democrat-
ic Gov. Tony Evers on
Wednesday, setting up what is
likely to be the new gover-
nor’s first veto.   

The measure is the first bill
passed by the Legislature this
session. Republicans moved
quickly to pass the $340 mil-
lion-a-year tax cut to get
ahead of Evers, who cam-
paigned on a promise to cut
middle-class taxes by 10 per-
cent and planned to include it
in the state budget he intro-
duces in two weeks.
Democrats blasted the Repub-
lican plan as a stunt.   

While Republicans and
Evers both want to cut
income taxes for middle
income earners, they don’t
agree on how to pay for it. 

Evers did not immediately
promise to veto the bill, but
reiterated that he intended to
propose his income tax cut
plan in his budget.    

‘‘We need to get this done
for the people in our state,
and I hope that Republicans
in the Legislature will set pol-
itics aside and work with me
to get this done,’’ Evers said
in a statement.   

Republicans don’t have
large enough majorities in
the Senate and Assembly to
override an Evers veto with-
out Democratic support. That
could force them to compro-
mise with Democrats on the
tax cut in the budget.   

Democratic Senate Minori-
ty Leader Jennifer Shilling
said that while it was
‘‘refreshing’’ that both sides
were talking about cutting
taxes for the middle class, it
was premature to talk about it
now before Evers has intro-

duced the state budget where
it can fit into the larger two-
year spending plan. Commit-
ting budget reserves to pay
for the Republican tax cut
now and counting on future
revenue growth to pay for it
in later years is irresponsible,
she and other Democrats
argued.   

“When Tony Evers said he
supported a tax cut, Republi-
cans hoped we could find a
compromise with him. Our
plan meets him halfway and
funds it with money we
already have,” Sen. Alberta
Darling, R-River Hills,
responded. “Thanks to our
reforms, Wisconsin has $2.4
billion more revenue than
expected. Our plan returns
much of it to the taxpayers.”

Republican Senate Majority
Leader Scott Fitzgerald urged
lawmakers to commit to
returning money to taxpayers
now before the money gets
committed to other priorities
during budget debate later
this year.   

‘‘We’ve got to continue to
nip away at Wisconsin’s high
taxes,’’ Fitzgerald said.   

The Republican bill taps
budget reserves, a move Evers
opposes because it takes that
money off the table for other
spending priorities and is not
sustainable in future years,
he believes. Instead, Evers
wants to all but eliminate a
tax credit program that effec-
tively removes the state
income tax for manufactur-
ers. That would pay for about

half of his $415 million tax
cut. He hasn’t identified how
he would fund the remainder.   

Republicans oppose Evers’
plan, calling it a $220 million
tax shift onto manufacturers
that would stifle economic
growth. Democrats cast the
tax credit as a giveaway to
millionaires and say there’s
no evidence that it’s been as
beneficial to the economy as
Republicans argue.  

“Even with a massive tax
hike on job creators,
Democrats can’t explain how
they fully fund their plan.
That’s irresponsible,” Darling
said. “Our plan doesn’t redis-
tribute wealth. We don’t raise
taxes on some to cut taxes for
others. We don’t pick winners
and losers. If you are a mid-
dle-class taxpayer in Wiscon-
sin, your taxes will go down.” 

The Assembly passed the
GOP income tax cut plan with
no Democratic support on
Tuesday, sending it to the Sen-
ate. It also passed there on a
party-line vote, with all
Republicans in support and
Democrats against.   

Under the Republican bill,
the maximum deduction
would increase by 20.6 per-
cent for single people making
less than $127,000 and joint fil-
ers making less than $155,000.
The average cut for all filers
would be $170, according to
the nonpartisan Legislative
Fiscal Bureau.   

The Evers plan would cre-
ate a 10 percent refundable
tax credit for single filers
earning below $80,000 a year
and married-joint filers mak-
ing less than $125,000. It
would also expand the earned
income tax credit for lower
income filers. The average tax
cut under his plan would be
$225, Evers’ office said.   

Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers voices opposition to a Republican-authored income tax cut bill, say-
ing he favors his plan, which would all but eliminate a manufacturing tax credit, on Tuesday in
Madison.

Republican tax cut bill heads
to Evers for likely veto

What do you think?
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