
SERVING ALL OF SOUTHERN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY
South County
SPOTLIGHT
St. Patrick Catholic 
Charities - Tolono 
IL Free Food Pantry 
Every Monday from 
5-6:30 and Friday 
9-10:30 -Located at 
the Parish. providing 
fresh produce, 
meat and pantry 
items. Serving all of 
Champaign County

VFW of Villa Grove
Bingo Every Friday 
Night @ 7pm 

The Giving Place 
is open every 
Wednesday from 
4pm-6pm in Tolono 
to help families in 
need with food items.

3rd Thursday of 
every month - Tolono 
Fun Day Committee 
meet at 6:30 @ Police 
Station 

9/15 Village of 
Homer Board 
Meeting @7pm on 
Facebook Live

9/16-9/17 Tolono 
Community Garage 
Sales

9/19 Sidney 
American Legion 
Meeting @ 6pm

9/22 First Day of 
Fall!

9/24 Season Opening 
for Negangard 
Pumpkin Patch 
located in Sidney. 
Hours will be 9am 
until Dusk

9/30 - 10/1 Homer 
Community Wide 
Garage Sales and 
Homer Library Book 
Sale

10/3 Village of 
Sidney Board 
Meeting @ 7pm

If you have an 
upcoming event that 
you would like to see 
featured in Spotlight 
email us at: 
jamie@
thetuscolajournal.com

Ask Dr. Z - a Q and A on 
health topics that matter with 
OSF HealthCare

Q: With cold months and 
flu season approaching, what 
do parents need to know about 
vaccines for their kids?

A: The decision to get a vac-
cine is a personal one, and 
you’re encouraged to talk to 
your primary care provider 
if you have concerns. But 
most medical professionals 
will tell you vaccines are one 

of the greatest achievements 
of modern medicine. Vac-
cines are safe, effective and 
necessary to prevent serious 
illness. They have prevented 
millions of deaths and saved 
billions in health care costs.

 Most children are born 
with a healthy immune sys-
tem. However, their body 
needs to be “programmed” 
to recognize and fight off 
illnesses. That’s where vac-
cines come in. Vaccines typi-

cally provide a small, weak-
ened dose of germs that rev 
up your child’s immune 
system so it’s able to keep 
out an invading illness next 
time. Most modern vaccines 
contain more than one type 
of germ (for example, the 
measles, mumps and rubella 
shot).

 Some parents are con-
cerned about vaccines and 
their child’s safety. Vaccines 
have been around in one 

form or another for more 
than 60 years, and they have 
a phenomenal track record. 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration demands 
evidence of safety and ef-
fectiveness before approv-
ing a vaccine. Some parents 
believe vaccines contribute 
to or cause autism. Multiple 
studies and extensive re-
search have never shown a 
connection between vaccines 
and autism.

 Vaccines may cause mild 
side effects like a sore arm, a 
mild headache, drowsiness 
or a lack of appetite for a 
day. These typically pass and 
should not be mistaken as an 
allergic reaction to a vaccine 
or a reason not to vaccinate.

 Vaccines are one of the 
greatest gifts you can give 
your children. They help 
ensure a strong, healthy and 
worry-free future so your 
child can grow and achieve 

their maximum potential.
 Dr. Andrew Zasada is an 

internal medicine physician 
at OSF HealthCare Medical 
Group - Primary Care in 
Savoy and OSF HealthCare 
Heart of Mary Medical Cen-
ter in Urbana. For more in-
formation, call 217-560-6300.

 Have a health question for 
Dr. Z? Email jamie@thetusco-
lajournal.com.

aSeptember 6 Village of Sid-
ney Board of Trustees Meeting 
Coverage

By Ann Rhoton SCCTP 
News Correspondent

The Village of Sidney Board 
of Trustees met on Tuesday, 
September 6 in the Sidney 
Community Building meeting 
room at 7:00 p.m.  Village of 
Sidney President Jason Arra-
smith brought the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. following 
the recitation of the pledge of 
allegiance by all in attendance.

Village of Sidney President 
Arrasmith asked trustees if 
there were any corrections 
or additions to the Monday, 
August 1 meeting minutes and 
for a motion to approve them 
as written if they so choose.  
A motion from Trustee Bret 
Harris seconded by Trustee 
Tyler Bickers to approve the 
Monday, August 1 meeting 
minutes as written carried.

Village of Sidney President 
Jason Arrasmith asked if there 
was any public comment and, 
as there was none, moved on 
to his comments.

President Arrasmith began 
his comments by engaging 
trustees in a discussion of bids 

received for sidewalk repair/
replacement.  A motion from 
Trustee Bret Harris seconded 
by Trustee Tyler Bickers for 
the Village of Sidney to spend 
$38,427.13 with A&R Me-
chanical Contractors, Inc. in 
Urbana for sidewalk repair/
replacement carried.

President Arrasmith contin-
ued his comments by leading 
a discussion with trustees and 
Village of Sidney Maintenance 
Supervisor Jeff Wyant about 
restriping of the basketball 
court located by the Sidney 
Community Building.

Mr. Wyant reported that 
Jeff Cross would complete 
restriping of the basketball 
court for $750.00.  A motion 
from Trustee Matt Laurent 
seconded by Trustee Bret Har-
ris for Jeff Cross to restripe the 
basketball court for $750.00 
carried.

Village of Sidney Attorney 
Marc Miller was not in at-
tendance.

Village of Sidney Mainte-
nance Supervisor Jeff Wyant 
reported that he had been 
keeping trees recently planted 
by the village watered.

Village of Sidney Mainte-

nance Supervisor Jeff Wyant 
led a discussion concerning 
possibly purchasing a boom 
truck for the Village of Sidney.  
A motion from Trustee Dan 
Gadeken seconded by Trustee 
Tyler Bickers to purchase a 
boom truck from Don Happ 
at a cost of $30,000.00 carried.

Mr. Wyant continued his 
comments by leading a discus-
sion concerning the purchase 
of a mower that attaches to 
a backhoe to clean up ditch 
banks and brush throughout 
the village.  A motion from 
Trustee Tyler Bickers seconded 
by Trustee Matt Laurent for 
the Village of Sidney to spend 
up to $32,000.00 for the pur-
chase of a mower that attaches 
to a backhoe to clean up ditch 
banks and brush throughout 
the Village of Sidney carried.

Village of Sidney Board 
Trustee and Finance Chair 
Donna Hooker gave the fi-
nance report and read two 
additional bills brought to 
the meeting.  A motion from 
Trustee Hooker seconded by 
Trustee Dan Gadeken to pay 
all of the monthly bills for 
August including the two ad-
ditional bills brought to the 

meeting carried.
Village of Sidney Board 

Trustee and Streets and Al-
leys Chair Dan Gadeken had 
no report.

Village of Sidney Board 
Trustee and Water and Drain-
age Chair Bret Harris had no 
report.

Village of Sidney Board 
Trustee and Public Property 
Chair Tyler Bickers reported 
that there were no property 
permits issued in August.

Trustee Bickers reported 
that  Sidney Community 
Building electrical needs to 
be looked into and that he 
will add discussion of it to 
the Village of Sidney Board of 
Trustees Monday, October 3 
meeting agenda.

Mr. Bickers additionally 
reported that some dry wall 
work needs to be done at the 
Sidney Community Building 
and, following discussion 
of the need amongst board 
members, he will have some 
folks look into and bring back 
cost estimates to the Village 
of Sidney Board of Trustees 
Monday, October 3 meeting.

Trustee Tyler Bickers also 
lead a discussion about what 

the village can and cannot do 
about handling abandoned 
and trash laden properties 
within the Village of Sidney.  
He will email a list of aban-
doned/trash laden properties 
to Village of Sidney Clerk 
Maggie Fish that the Village of 
Sidney needs to send letters to.

Village of Sidney Board 
Trustee and Parks and Recre-
ation Chair Matt Laurent had 
no report.

Village of Sidney Board 
Trustee and Community 
Development Chair Leroy 
Schluter had no report.

The Village of Sidney Board 
of Trustees meeting was 
brought to adjournment at 
7:43 p.m. following a motion 
from Trustee Tyler Bickers 
and a second by Trustee Dan 
Gadeken.

The next regular monthly 
meeting of the Village of Sid-
ney Board of Trustees will take 
place on Monday, October 3 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Sidney Com-
munity Building located at 211 
East Main Street in Sidney.  All 
monthly meetings, unless oth-
erwise posted, are held in the 
Sidney Community Building 
meeting room.

Ask Dr. Z - Q and A: Cold Months and Flu Season Approaching

Alex Abraham's (59) and Kyus Root (47) close in on the IVC quarterback. Photo by Sandy 
Gorman.

Sidney Village Board Discusses and Approves Sidewalk 
Repair / Replacement Bid and Equipment Purchases

By Tony Reetz
Fall sports are now in full 

swing and Illini Prairie Con-
ference play is now here for 
most Unity teams.  Here is a 
look at the past week and a 
peek at what’s ahead for the 
Rockets. 

Football:  Unity returned 
to Hicks Field this week as 
they played host to IVC High 
School.  It was a warm wel-
come home for the Rockets 
as they put up a bunch of 
points in a 62-20 win over 
the Ghosts. Cale Rawdin 
came out on fire leading the 
Rockets’ passing game with 
292 yards and 5 touchdowns.  
Number 2 quarterback Eric 
Miebach also got in on the 
action, throwing 1 pass for 34 
yards for a touchdown. Jay 
Saunders was the favorite 
target for both quarterbacks 
hauling in 11 catches for 111 
yards and 2 touchdowns.   
Not to be outdone, the run-
ning game for the Rockets put 
up 278 yards on the ground.  
Matt Brown logged the bulk 
of them with 153 yards on 
the night.  The combination 
of passing game and running 
game gained 604 yards on the 
night.  The defense was once 
again staunch, limiting the 
Ghosts to 284 yards.  Much 
of that came late in the fourth 
quarter.  

The Rockets will travel to 
Paris this Friday for a non-
conference game against the 
Tigers. 

Volleyball: The Rockets 
brought home a victory from 
Clinton with a 25-23, 22-25, 
25-17 win over the Maroons 
on Tuesday night.  Reagan 
Little got the offense going 
with 10 kills for the Rockets.  
She also notched 9 digs to go 
along with Ruby Tarr’s 12.  
Tarr also added 9 assists in the 
Unity victory..

Unity will travel to Bloom-
ington Central Catholic on 
Thursday. 

Soccer: The Rockets took 
down the Tribe of Judah 
Christian on Thursday.  Gabe 
Pound got Unity on the board 
in the first half off of a Bren-
dan Bachert assist.  The Rock-
ets would take a 1-0 lead into 
the half.  Judah would tie 
things up after an unassisted 
goal.  The Rockets would an-
swer with two more Pound 
goals with the last one from 
a Mason Davis assist.  Cole 
Saunders was once again 
impressive in the net for the 
Rockets with 4 saves on the 
afternoon.  The combination 
of Pound’s shots on goal and 
Saunders staunch defense 
was good enough for a 3-1 
Rocket victory.  

On Saturday the Rockets 
lost a close one to Danville 
Schlarman. Unity got the 
scoring started with a Nolan 
Wishall goal from a Travis 
McCarter assist.  Schlarman 
would return fire with 2 goals 
of their own and take a 2-1 
lead into the half.  Unity 

would tie it up early in the 
second half with Nolan Re-
mole setting up a Teaguen 
Williams goal.  But Shlarman 
would find the net one more 
time to take the match 3-2.

The Rockets head to Mon-
ticello on Thursday this week 
for Illini Prairie Conference 
play.  Then will host Abing-
don-Avon on Saturday after-
noon. 

Boys XC: Unity took 2nd 
place at the PBL Invite last 
weekend.  Brendan Graven 
led the Rockets with a 6th 
place finish.  Camden Fair-

banks (8th), Eli Crowe (21st) 
kept Unity in the hunt and 
Isaac Ruggieri (26th) and 
Collin Graven (27th) sealed 
the runner-up finish for the 
Rockets.  The 1:48 split for the 
1-5 runners was the best of all 
the teams competing.  

Saturday the boys XC will 
run at Wimple Park in Tuscola.

Girls XC:  The Rockets took 
first place out of 48 teams 
racing at Detweiller Park 
on Saturday.  In a loaded 
field, Unity scored 94 points 
while second place (Eureka)  
finished with 197.  It was a 

dominant performance by 
the Rockets.  It was once 
again Erica Woodard leading 
the way for the Rockets with 
an 8th place finish.  Emily 
Decker and Mackenzie Pound 
followed right behind in 19th 
and 23rd.  Olivia Shike (33rd) 
and Reagen Stringer (42nd) 
were the next two Rockets 
to cross the finish line.  Their 
1:38 split for their 1-5 runners 
was by far the best split of the 
top teams in the meet. The 
girls will race in Tuscola this 
Saturday as well. 
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Rocket Recap: Fall Sports are now in Full Swing!


