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Next Thursday, four 
doctors in the Flathead 
Valley will take audience 
members behind the 
scenes into real-life pro-
cedures and treatments 
performed at North 
Valley Hospital, Kalispell 
Regional Medical Center 
and Montana Children’s 
Specialities.

The one-night event 
— Flathead Med — 
will take place at the 
Whitefish Performing 
Arts Center Aug. 22, with 
an opening reception at 
5 p.m. and presentations 

will go from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. The event, which is 
free and open to the pub-
lic, will be presented by 
North Valley Hospital. 

“Real-life medicine 
can be even more fas-
cinating than medical 
dramas, like Grey’s 
Anatomy [the television 
show],” Allison Linville, 
marketing a communi-
ty relations manager 
for North Valley, said 
in a press release. “In 
Flathead Med, valley 
residents will get to meet 
real physicians who are 
saving and improving 
lives in our own emer-

gency and operating 
rooms.”

The evening will be 
hosted by Dr. Jason 
Cohen, chief medical 
officer for North Valley, 
and local physicians in 
the fields of “internal 
medicine, emergency 
care, orthopedics and 
pediatrics will present 
four short, in-person epi-
sodes covering intriguing 
cases and complex proce-
dures,” according to the 
press release.

Dr. Ashleigh Magill, 
emergency department 
director for North Valley, 
will present a case that 

required critical inter-
vention and a team of 
regional specialists, 
nurses and paramedics 
who performed life-sav-
ing services on one local 
resident. Surgeons John 
Means and Tim Joyce 
will reveal surgeries 
using robotics and recon-
structive techniques in 
abdominal surgery and 
joint reconstruction 
and surgeon Frederico 
Seifarth with Montana 
Children’s will demon-
strate a “lifesaving, mini-
mally invasive procedure 
on one of his smallest 
patients.”

“We are very fortu-
nate in this community 
to offer the level of skill 
and care to patients pre-
viously only found at 
large metropolitan hospi-
tals,” Linville said. “We 
invite the community to 
join us, meet their local 
physicians and learn 
more about how lives 
are saved and improved 
every day right here in 
the Flathead Valley.”

Reporter Kianna Gardner 
can be reached at 758-4439 
or kgardner@dailyinterlake.
com

Local doctors to present real-life procedures

A GROUP from the Civil Air Patrol leads the 
Northwest Montana Fair Parade.

RODEO ROYALTY takes part in the Northwest Montana Fair Parade on Friday in downtown Kalispell.(Brenda Ahearn photos/Daily Inter 
Lake)

THE SHRINERS are annual parade favorites.

NORTHWEST MONTANA FAIR & RODEO

The 2019 Northwest Montana 
Fair & Rodeo Parade made its 
way down Kalispell’s Main 
Street Friday morning with a 
theme of “Capture Montana’s 
Best Days of Summer!”

An annual favorite, the 
parade featured floats, horses, 
antique vehicles, dancers, musi-
cians and more. The following 
entries were awarded trophies 
and ribbons:

YOUTH
First — Glacier Stars 4-H
Second —  Dandy Dudes &   

Dolls 4-H
Third — B&F Livestock 4-H
Fourth — LaSalle Boosters 4-H

NON COMMERCIAL
First — Central Bible Church
Second — Kalispell Eagles 

Auxiliary 234
Third — Columbia Falls Lions 

Club

COMMERCIAL 
First — Sacred Waters Brewing
Second — Performance Real 

Estate

OTHER
First — Robert King 
Second —Little Hooves Therapy 

Horses
Third — Brash Rodeo
Fourth — Dennis Galloway

Fair parade 
winners 
announced

By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

The Kalispell City Council is 
reviewing and updating its util-
ity rates for the first time in 
eight years and delved into the 
process of setting new sewer 
and water rates during a work 
session Monday night.

Public Works Director Susie 
Turner announced the council 
potentially will adopt the new 
rates in March 2020.

City Manager Doug Russell 
provided an overview of the 
process and Turner offered fur-
ther details about the state of 
the city’s utility rate analysis. 

“We are well underway with 
an update of our sewer and 
water rates, and also with the 

impact fees,” Turner report-
ed. “We are at a point where 
we need to present to council 
where we’re at and maybe get 
some feedback, thoughts and 
input to help us establish cer-
tain aspects of the rate, so we 
can go onto further steps of the 
rate development process.”

Turner offered further 
detail on these next steps: 
“We’re going to use the out-
come of this discussion to 
develop an initial platform 
which we’ll then bring back 
to council.”

Shawn Korn of HDR 
Engineering, the firm contract-
ed to perform the rate study, 
provided a broad view of the 
rate-setting process. He out-
lined three main steps: revenue 

requirement, cost of service 
analysis and rate design. 

He recommended the cost-of-
service analysis be “reviewed 
periodically,” typically every 
five to 10 years. He also out-
lined guidelines for the rate 
design, emphasizing rates 
should be “nondiscriminatory” 
and simple to understand and 
explain.

The question of whether 
to employ fixed or variable 
charges generated considerable 
discussion from the council. 
Council members debated at 
length the benefits and draw-
backs of each type of charge. 

Korn explained impact fees 
as well, mentioning their goal 
is “to establish the relationship 
between system capacity needs 

and the fee that’s going to be 
imposed.” Impact fees will be 
based on “facility plans, infra-
structure and capital projects,” 
Korn said.

Turner outlined a detailed 
month-by-month time line for 
the rate study and rate setting 
process, with the potential 
rate adoption slated for March 
2020. 

In other business, the coun-
cil also revisited the CORE 
Area trail design. Council 
members talked at length 
about the location where the 
trail will cross Meridian Road. 
Issues raised included traffic, 
the best design for bikes and 
the planned connection to the 
existing trail. 

Turner informed the coun-

cil “a supplemental environ-
mental assessment is coming 
in the next few weeks.” She 
also reported the 30% design 
was submitted to the Federal 
Rail Administration for 
review on July 31. “They’ll 
be providing additional com-
ment,” she said, adding there 
will be weeks for the trail 
crew to meet and discuss this 
feedback.

The council also discussed 
the possibility of including art 
on the trail and left this and 
the other ideas for the trail 
design for further discussion at 
future meetings.

Reporter Bret Anne Serbin may 
be reached at bserbin@dailyinter-
lake.com or 758-4459.

City of Kalispell gearing up for changes to utility rates

By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

The Kalispell 
Planning Department 
is seeking participants 
to take a survey about 
walking and biking in 
Kalispell. 

The city is in the 
process of developing a 
pedestrian and bicycle 
plan based in part on 
this feedback.

The survey is active 
now on the city of 
Kalispell website. It 
consists of 15 questions 
regarding residents’ 
walking and biking hab-
its in the city, as well 
as their preferences for 
future developments. 
The announcement of 
the survey on the city’s 
website reported the 
survey “should take no 
more than 10 minutes to 
complete.”

It will reportedly be 
available online for the 
next few months, with 
no set deadline in place 
yet. 

The news flash about 
the survey outlined the 
Planning Department’s 
goals for developing the 
pedestrian and bicycle 
plan. It stated, “the plan 
will identify and help 
to prioritize strategies 
that will increase the 
number and frequency 
of people walking and 
bicycling within the city 
of Kalispell.” 

It also listed a vari-
ety of recommendations 
that will be included in 
the plan based on public 
input, such as “improv-
ing the connectivity, 
safety, mobility, conve-
nience and maintenance 
of the pedestrian and 
bicycle networks.” 

The survey offers 
the option to list up 
to five streets where 
people would like to 
see walking or biking 
improvements, such as 
the addition of a bike 
path. It also asks about 
impediments that have 
prevented Kalispell res-
idents from walking or 
biking in the city in the 
past. 

“Your input is crit-
ical to help develop 
a plan that addresses 
the needs of people on 
foot and on bicycle in 
neighborhoods within 
the city of Kalispell,” 
the announcement stat-
ed. 

The survey is avail-
able at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
kalispellplan

Reporter Bret Anne 
Serbin may be reached at 
bserbin@dailyinterlake.
com or 758-4459.

Kalispell 
survey 
seeks 
input on 
trail plan
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