




“They reflected a belief that that the 
airport is strategic infrastructure, 
not merely a transport asset. 
We are now seeing the fruits 
of that good judgement.”

“This story is about much more than 
runways and terminals. It is about the 
revitalisation of an economic region - 
and opportunity to take that to the next 
level for the benefit of the country.”



Connects 
to countries 

representing 
75% of world 

GDP

The last runway 
built anywhere 

in the UK

Links directly 
to 50% of 
the global 
population

“Manchester Airport’s 
expansion has been 
both a driver and 
a reflection of the 
wider transformation 
and increasing 
internationalisation of 
the North’s economy”
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£7.1bn*

2026
Direct Routes

214
Passengers

32.3m
Jobs

117,530
Economic Impact
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Manchester Airport, 
the Greater Manchester 
councils and their IFM 
co-owners provided 
the finance for the £1.5 
billion Manchester 
Airport Transformation 
Programme that has 
redeveloped Terminal 2





 ENABLING THE 
FLOW OF VISITORS 

AND IDEAS

DRIVING 
INTERNATIONAL

TRADE

 ATTRACTING 
INWARD

INVESTMENT

SHAPING 
PLACEMAKING



INFORMED SOLUTIONS, ALTRINCHAM, 
GREATER MANCHESTER

SPICE KITCHEN, LIVERPOOL, 
LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

SEDA PHARMA DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES, CHEADLE, 

GREATER MANCHESTER

VIRSEC, MANCHESTER, 
GREATER MANCHESTER

KI PARTNERSHIPS, LIVERPOOL, 
LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

SPACE ZERO / KAMPUS 
INTERNATIONAL, MANCHESTER, 

GREATER MANCHESTER

THE INTERNATIONAL GROUP, NORTH 
ANSTON, SHEFFIELD CITY REGION

EXPO STARS, MANCHESTER, 
GREATER MANCHESTER

OXLEY GROUP, ULVESTON, CUMBRIA PLAYDALE PLAYGROUNDS, 
ULVESTON, CUMBRIA

PAXMAN, HUDDERSFIELD, 
WEST YORKSHIRE

JOHN KING CHAINS, SHERBURN-
IN-ELMET, NORTH YORKSHIRE

SOUND LEISURE, LEEDS, 
WEST YORKSHIRE

THINKITTECH, 
DARESBURY, CHESHIRETHE SCOTT PARTNERSHIP, 

HOLMES CHAPEL, CHESHIRE
HYDRAULICS ONLINE, 
ALSAGER, CHESHIRE

DUCO DIGITAL TRAINING, 
REDCAR, NORTH EAST

A provider of professional 
certifications and training 
in AI and Responsible AI, 
Business Analysis, Data 
Protection, IT Architecture, 
Information Security and 
Digital Transformation to 
individual learners and organisations 
across the UK and internationally.

Export markets have become key to 
growth: Duco works with clients and 
partners in markets including Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Indonesia, Switzerland 
and Spain, supporting government bodies, 
universities and organisations looking 
to build AI and digital skills capability. 





Greater Manchester 
ranked as the 
top destination 
for foreign direct 
investment 
projects outside of 
London in 2025





“Increased connectivity drives demand from 
business locating and expanding in Manchester.
The city is well set up to accommodate that growth 
- firms can quickly establish a presence, with 
access to flexible workspace, dedicated innovation 
environments, and a clear pathway to scale”

KATIE GALLAGHER
MANAGING DIRECTOR AT MANCHESTER DIGITAL







60m+ 
potential 

passengers 
per year

£16bn+ 
potential GVA 

across the 
North

165,000 
jobs supported

- potential 
employment 

impact






