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Digital Press Pack 
 
  

 This press pack contains a summary of all the 

 key facts and figures of Messer. 
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Brief Description of Messer 
 
 

Messer was founded in 1898 and today is the largest family-run specialist for industrial, 

medical and specialty gases worldwide. Under the brand 'Messer - Gases for Life' the 

company offers products and services in Europe, Asia and the Americas. The international 

activities are directed from Bad Soden near Frankfurt am Main. Stefan Messer, owner and 

CEO of the Messer Group GmbH, works together with about 11,000* employees worldwide 

according to defined principles: These include customer and employee orientation, 

responsible behavior, corporate responsibility, excellence as well as trust and respect.  

Messer generated sales of 2.8 billion* euros in 2019. 

 

From acetylene to xenon, Messer has one of the most diverse product portfolios on the 

market – it produces industrial gases such as oxygen, nitrogen, argon, carbon dioxide, 

hydrogen, helium, shielding gases for welding, specialty gases, medical gases and many 

different gas mixtures.  

 

Messer has state-of-the-art research and competence centers in which it develops applied 

technologies for the use of gases in almost every sector of industry, in food technology and 

environmental technology, medicine as well as research and science.  

 

* Sum of Messer Group and Messer Industries including 100% of the at-equity investment in 

Messer Industries from 01 March 2019 onwards 

 

http://www.messergroup.com 

http://www.gasesforlife.de 
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Key Figures of Messer 2019 
 

  
 
  

* Messer Industries GmbH is an at-equity investment of Messer Group GmbH; the financial year commences 1 March 2019. 

* Messer Total is a purely mathematical sum of Messer Group and Messer Industries that includes 100% of the at-equity investment in Messer Industries. 
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General Management of Messer Group GmbH 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Stefan Messer, Chief Executive Officer 

Dr Uwe Bechtolf, Chief Financial Officer 

Ernst Bode, Chief Operating Officer Europe 

Johann Ringhofer, Chief Technique & Engineering Officer 

Adolf Walth, Chief Sales & Marketing Officer 

 
 

Supervisory Board of Messer Group GmbH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Jürgen Heraeus, Chairman, Heraeus Holding GmbH 

Dr Bodo Lüttge, Deputy Chairman, formerly EPCOS AG 

Dr Werner Breuers, ICB Deutschland GmbH 

Heike Niehues, Webasto Thermo & Comfort SE 

Dr Nathalie von Siemens, formerly Siemens Foundation 

Dr Karl-Gerhard Seifert, AllessaChemie GmbH 
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Vita Stefan Messer 

 
 Stefan Messer 
 born 20.01.1955 in Frankfurt am Main, married, four children 
 
 

Work History 
 
 CEO since 05/04 
 Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden 
 
 Member of the Management Board 01/00 - 04/04 
 Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 Regional Manager Europe/Central America 
 Global Key Account Management 
 Global Technology Information Services 
 
 Member of the Management Board 03/98 - 12/99 
 Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 Labor Relations 
 Global Key Account Management 
 Global Technology Information Services 
  
 President 11/95 - 02/98 
 Messer France S.A., Paris 
 
 President 12/89 - 10/95 
 Messer Nederland B.V., Amsterdam 
 
 Manager International Business Development 02/88 - 11/89 
 Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 
 Sales Manager 09/86 - 01/88 
 Airgaz S.A.R.L., Paris 
 
 Marketing Analyst, Central Staff Department 05/85 - 08/86 
 Hoechst AG, Frankfurt am Main 
 
 Area Sales Representative, 01/83 - 04/85 
 Messer Griesheim GmbH, Bremen 
 
 Manager Marketing and Public Relations 08/80 - 12/82 
 Messer Griesheim Österreich GmbH, Gumpoldskirchen 
 
 Coordinator International Sales 10/79 - 07/80 
 Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 
 Operator Service Center South 05/78 - 09/79 
 IBM Deutschland GmbH, Munich 
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Education 
 
 Training as industrial management assistant, IBM and IHK Stuttgart  1976 - 1978 

 Degree in Economics, University of Mannheim 1973 - 1976 

 ‘Abitur’ university entrance qualification, Königstein 1973 

 

 

Languages 
 

 German – mother tongue 

 English – fluent 

 French – can converse with confidence 

 Dutch – can converse with confidence 

 

 

Other Positions 
 
 

- Member of the General Assembly as well as Chairman of the Foreign Trade Committee of 
the Frankfurt am Main Chamber of Industry and Commerce  
 

- Honorary Senator of Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences and Johann Wolfgang Goethe 
University Frankfurt am Main 

 
- Member of the Board of Trustees of the Faculty of Economics and of the China Institute of 

Goethe University Frankfurt am Main 
 

- Member of the Board of the German-Swiss Chamber of Commerce 
 

- Member of the Advisory Board of the Economic Initiative FrankfurtRheinMain e.V. 
 

- Member of the Advisory Board of Mainova AG 
 

- Member of Commerzbank AG’s state advisory board for Hesse 
 

- Member of HDI Gerling’s state advisory board 
 

- Board member of the Friends of the Vietnamese-German University 
 

- Member of the Board at Dachser Group SE & Co. KG 
 

- Honorary Consul Republic Slovenia for the consular region of Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate 
and Saarland 

 
- Involvement in the association ASU – Die Familienunternehmer (association of family 

business owners) 
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- Member of the Steering Committee and of the Board of the German Asia-Pacific business 
association (OAV) as well as Chairman of the National Committee of Thailand 
 

- Chairman of the Supervisory Board of MEC Holding GmbH 
 
- General Manager of Messer Industrie GmbH and MIG Holding GmbH 

 
- Chairman / member of various supervisory committees of Messer Group GmbH 

 
- Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Dr Hans Messer Social Foundation and the Adolf 

Messer Foundation, Member of the Board of the Alfons und Gertrud Kassel Foundation 
 

- Involvement in EIGA – European Industrial Gases Association – and IOMA – International 
Oxygen Manufacturers Association 

 
- Member of the Advisory Board of Messer Industries GmbH 

 
 

 

Portrait Photo Stefan Messer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Stefan Messer, owner and CEO of Messer Group GmbH 
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Vita Dr Uwe Bechtolf 

 
 Dr Uwe Bechtolf 

 born 12.07.1965 in Wiesbaden, married 
 
 
 

Work History 
  

Member of the Management Board (CFO)  since 10/18 
Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden      
 
Member of the Executive Management (Executive  01/08 - 09/18 
Vice President Controlling/Accounting/Strategy)   
Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden 
 
Manager Corporate Controlling & Accounting   06/05 - 12/07 
Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden       
 
Manager Corporate Controlling     05/04 - 05/05 
Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden      
 
Manager Corporate Controlling     06/01 - 04/04 
Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 
Regional Controller Western Europe/Central America  07/95 - 05/01 
Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 
 
Analyst in Central Controlling     10/93 - 06/95 
Jagenberg AG, Düsseldorf 
 
Audit Assistant       10/90 - 09/93 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu International (DTTI), Düsseldorf 
 

 
 

Education 
 

External PhD student, qualifying as Dr. rer. pol., Siegen  1990 - 1993 
 
Business administration degree, Siegen     1985 - 1990 
 
‘Abitur’ university entrance qualification, Bad Laasphe  1985 
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Languages 
 

German – mother tongue 

English – fluent 

 

 
 

Other Positions 
 
 

- Member of various supervisory committees of Messer Group GmbH 
 
 
 

Portrait Photo Dr Uwe Bechtolf  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr Uwe Bechtolf, Chief Financial Officer of Messer Group GmbH 
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Vita Ernst Bode 

 
Ernst Bode 

born 18.10.1961 in Mühlhausen, married, one child 
 
 
 

Work History 
  

Member of the Management Board (COO Europe)  since 10/18 
Messer Group GmbH, Bad Soden 
 
Senior Vice President Southeast Europe    01/09 - 09/18 

Messer Group GmbH, Belgrade 
 
CEO Messer Tehnogas      10/05 -12/18 
Messer Tehnogas AD, Belgrade 
      
CEO Messer Italia       08/02 - 09/05 
Messer Italia S.p.A., Turin 
 
CFO Messer Tehnogas      1999 - 07/02 
Messer Tehnogas AD, Belgrad 
 
Head of Administration       
Messer MOL Gáz Kft., Hungary     1996 - 1998 
Messer Hungarogáz Kft., Budapest     1995 - 1998 
 
Deputy Head of Administration     1993 - 1994 
Messer Griesheim Hungária Kft., Budapest  
 
Revision/Controlling      1990 - 1992 
Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main  
 
Finance Department      1988 - 1989 
Messer Griesheim GmbH, Frankfurt am Main       
 

 

Education 

 
Business degree, Georg-August-Universität Göttingen  1982 - 1987 
 
Military service       1981 - 1982 
 
‘Abitur’ university entrance qualification, Bad Sooden-Allendorf 1981 
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Languages 
 

German – native language 

English – full professional proficiency 

Hungarian – advanced 

Italian – advanced/fluent 

Serbian – fluent 

 

 

Other Positions 
 

- Chairman or member of various supervisory committees of Messer Group GmbH 
 

- Member of the Advisory Board of Messer Industries GmbH 
 

Honorary positions: 

- President of the German-Serbian Business Association   2007 - 2012 

 
- National Alliance for Local Economic Development board member  2011 - 2017 

 
 
 

Portrait Photo Ernst Bode 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Ernst Bode, Chief Operating Officer Europe of Messer Group GmbH
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Company History 
 

 

Messer has a strong tradition of valuing the success of its customers. The company 

was founded by Adolf Messer in 1898 in Frankfurt am Main, and today it is a third-

generation family-run enterprise with Stefan Messer at the helm. 

 

Initially, Adolf Messer manufactured acetylene generators and lighting fixtures. Gas 

cutting and welding as well as the construction of oxygen generation systems were 

soon added as new business segments. For approximately six decades the company 

retained the character of a family business. Then, in 1953, Adolf Messer handed over 

the reins of the business to his son, Hans. 

 

In 1965, Dr Hans Messer oversaw the merger of Messer with parts of the German 

Hoechst Group, and Messer Griesheim GmbH was born. The company, which was 

two-thirds owned by Hoechst and one-third owned by the Messer family, expanded 

worldwide in the years that followed. Messer Griesheim developed into a global 

supplier of industrial gases, cryogenic systems and cutting and welding products. 

 

In 2001, Hoechst AG, which today is part of the Aventis Group, sold its shareholding 

to financial investors, who streamlined Messer’s portfolio and enhanced its 

competitiveness. In 2004, the Messer family acquired all the shares in the holding 

company of Messer.  

 

The company, once again family-run, returned to the German market in 2007/2008, 

proved itself in its core markets in Europe and Asia, and held its ground during the 

financial and economic crisis from 2008 to 2010. Messer subsequently continued to 

expand its international presence, in particular in China and the ASEAN states, with 

sound funding. In March 2019, Messer – together with the financial investor CVC 

Capital Partners – acquired the majority of the gas business of Linde AG in North 

America, as well as individual business activities of Linde and Praxair in South 

America. The transaction enabled the world’s largest family-run industrial gases 

specialist to significantly expand its market position and provide a reliable foundation 

for further growth.  

 
 
 

Adolf Messer 

 

Dr Hans Messer 

 

Stefan Messer 
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Contact 

 
 

Should you have questions or suggestions, or require further information,  

please feel free to contact us directly at any time: 

 

Messer Group GmbH 

Messer-Platz 1 

65812 Bad Soden / Taunus 

 

http://www.messergroup.com 

 
 

Contact persons 
 

Diana Buss 

Senior Vice President Corporate Communications 

 

Tel.: + 49 2151 7811-251 

Mobile: +49 173 540 5045 

E-mail: diana.buss@messergroup.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Giesen 

Senior Specialist Public Relations 

 

Tel.: + 49 2151 7811-331  

Mobile: +49 174 328 1184 

E-mail: angela.giesen@messergroup.com 


