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Game Changer Week Includes 50+ Speakers 
and Events Throughout the Region 

The collaborative effort is Sept. 13-15 with community-hosted 
events in Roanoke and Blacksburg. 

 
(Sept. 6, 2022) The greatest minds, innovations, and thought leaders in the regional 
technology ecosystem are coming together in mid-September for Game Changer Week. 

The series of events – Sept. 13-15 in Roanoke and Blacksburg – is a celebration of our 
innovative ecosystem and is designed as a place where big ideas and technology can collide. 
There will be more than 50 speakers focusing on everything from biotechnology to cyber 
tech to workplace leadership in workshops, panel discussions, and networking events. 

Carilion Clinic is featured in several events on Tuesday, Sept. 13. Carilion Innovation 
Interim Director Aileen Helsel, Ph.D., will participate in the opening Biotechnology Panel 
Discussion at Virginia Western Community College. Carilion Wellness will host a midday 
Open House. Later that afternoon, Human Factors Director of Business Strategy Nate Jones 
will discuss Human Factors of Biotech.  

Additional highlights of the week include: 

• Keynote talk with Jason Feifer, editor of Entrepreneur Magazine, and author of “Build 
for Tomorrow” and host of a podcast of the same name (he’ll also meet with students in 
another session and entrepreneurs in a third event) 

• Biotechnology deep dive with sessions on the fast-growing life sciences sector and its 
future in this region with a keynote talk from Dr. Michael Friedlander, executive director of 
the Fralin Biomedical Research Institute 

• Technical tracks and talks that include aerospace, biotechnology, blockchain, cybersecurity, 
entrepreneurship, and project management 

• Talk about inclusive economic growth with NASA and entrepreneurs that are collaborating 
to commercialize ideas and innovation 

• Interactive discussion with national mental health at work specialist Melissa Doman 

• Entrepreneurial sessions to help you grow your business with case studies, founders and 
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companies that have already done it 

• Learn to create and mint an NFT or participate in a cybersecurity capture the flag event 

• Networking and happy hours to help you connect with regional innovators at every level 

• Block party with live music, food, and games at the Virginia Tech Corporate Research 
Center 

The intent of the week is to inspire innovative thinking and connect the regional innovation 
ecosystem. You might learn about a new technology being developed right here, engage 
with leaders to help advance your startup (or career), and walk away with tips and skills to 
make you better at work today. 

“We developed Game Changer Week to help connect the dots between all of the innovations 
and thought leadership happening in this region,” said Brett Malone, President and CEO of 
the Virginia Tech Corporate Research Center. 

“Whether you come for one event or 10, we can guarantee you’ll learn something, gain new 
understanding of our regional innovation ecosystem, or meet someone that can help push 
your professional path forward,” said Erin Burcham, President of Verge and Executive Director 
of the Roanoke-Blacksburg Technology Council. “The future of innovation in this region is 
starting now.” 

Game Changer Week is a collaborative effort organized by technology leaders from across 
Virginia, including the Roanoke-Blacksburg Technology Council, Virginia Tech Corporate 
Research Center, VIPC, the Virginia Tech Entrepreneur Club, Tech Center Research Park, 
Virginia Bio, and other organizations. 

This year the event is in multiple locations throughout the region. We encourage you 
to register, download the app, and plan to move back and forth between Roanoke and 
Blacksburg for different experiences. Even better, share the event with your team, and 
encourage their participation as well. 

Game Changer Week is free to attend and designed for everyone from the mentor/CEO 
looking to connect with innovative thinkers to working professionals looking to level up their 
careers to college students that want to network with industry pros. Join us for networking 
events, engage with thought leaders in action, and leave with real-world connections and 
new knowledge to be inspired. 

See the full schedule and register today: https://whova.com/web/ 
M5WqjUAO2vzzeof7KZpGCkytsUhkj0wveTDe12kpbI0%3D/  

Media assets available: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sg3i9BgjzoqpwMkLS55EVOzars 
Q7U9-_?usp=sharing  
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