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Med
hotels

(for under €200)

That perfect beachside bolthole needn’t
cost the earth. Alessia Horwich does the
hard work; you just have to lounge around

GREECE
€160 KYRIMAI HOTEL,
PELOPONNESE
You’ll find yourself
whispering when you arrive
at this converted 19thcentury mansion in
Gerolimenas, a haven of peace
and quiet. It’s you and the soft
buzz of insects by the pool,
the flap of birds crossing the
sheltered bay, the splash of a
i
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swimmer launching off the
stone jetty and the clink of
cutlery carving through
scallops with chorizo and
samphire on the waterside
terrace. You can hike into the
hills in search of activity, but
you’ll mostly find sleepy
villages and Byzantine
churches. Best to stick by the
pool and embrace the sound
of (near) silence.
kyrimai.gr

AMMOS HOTEL, CRETE

€120
f

d
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If you need something at this
trendy beachfront hotel, ask
Nikos. The thirtysomething
manager has a miraculous
ability to arrange anything
— a massage, maybe, or a boat
trip — in five minutes flat.
Not that the Ammos doesn’t
have most things you need
right there: sandy beach,
warm shallows, chic pool,
fragrant Apivita toiletries and
a breakfast spread that will
make you set your alarm to
be the first there. The light,
i
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airy rooms are perfumed with
wild flowers and the Venetian
seafront at Chania is just a
15-minute drive away.
Room-only; ammoshotel.com

€131

MIRAGGIO THERMAL
SPA RESORT, HALKIDIKI

Don’t rush out and buy extra
sundresses or chinos for a
stay at this sprawling new
five-star hotel. What you
need is pimped swimwear,
because you’re going to be
wet the entire time. Miraggio
is the only thermal and
thalasso resort in Greece, and
its high-tech spa is spread
over two floors, with a jet
therapy pool, four thermal
pools, six outdoor pools and,
floating in the marina, a
hammam and sauna. The
hotel has slick modern rooms,
a kids’ club and watersports
and mountain bikes for the
energetic. Those who don’t
mind getting fully dressed can
choose from 10 bars and
restaurants. miraggio.gr

€120

F ZEEN, CEPHALONIA

No need to wear your sports
gear to breakfast and pretend
you’ve already done your
morning workout: the gym
at this newly spruced-up
beachfront hotel is outside,
carved into the mountainside,
so the other guests will
rumble you. There’s no need
to show off, anyway — it’s a
classy, understated place with
two pools, a small spa, an
outdoor yoga deck, snug
rooms, private balconies and
views across the Ionian Sea to
Zakynthos. After dark, they
screen classic films amid the
olive trees, and set up tables
for two in discreet corners.
uniquekefalonia.com

€160

SIX KEYS, PELION

This country-style hotel is
tricky to get to — it’s in
Afissos, three hours by car
from Thessaloniki — but
that means almost no foreign
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tourists. And there are only
seven rooms, so you’re
guaranteed a tranquil break
spent lolling on the sand and
shingle beach at Kalifteri,
in the warm waters of the
Pagasetic Gulf. Or under
beech trees on your private
veranda. Or in your king-size
bed. The only thing worth
moving fast for is food: the
menu was created by Iannis
Baxevanis, Greece’s Heston
Blumenthal. The baba
ghanoush is waiting to be
scooped up with hunks of
warm carob bread.
i-escape.com

€114

MARBELLA, CORFU

Turn left out of Corfu airport
and you’re en route to the
party coast. Turn right,
though, and you’re on track
for the luxury resort of
MarBella, and the quiet life.
It’s a hillside retreat with a
spa, 10 restaurants and bars,
contemporary modern rooms
and sea views at every turn.
There’s plenty to keep you
occupied — yoga, kayaking,
archery, tennis — and the
calm sea is perfect for kids
to splash around in.
Half-board; marbella.gr

€119

PETRA & FOS BOUTIQUE
HOTEL & SPA, PELOPONNESE

Petra and fos mean “stone”
and “light”, and this 23-room
pad in Oitilo, at the rocky foot
of Mount Taigelos, has bags of
both. Bleached stone walls
housing crisp white beds give
way to sun-drenched patios,
and thick-cushioned loungers
encircle an infinity pool with
superb views of the Med. It’s
a short ramble down to the
pebbly beach. Get pummelled
in the spa, or get fishy fingers
ripping apart grilled king
prawns in the smart
restaurant. dorisandicky.com

CROATIA
€105

AGRORESORT

BRACKA PERLA, BRAC
Never tried Dalmatian wine?
Now’s your chance. Sit by
the pool, surrounded by
fragrant lilac bushes and olive
trees, and lock your lips
around a glass of the house
red — they make it on site
at this stylish resort, along
with olive oil, and both are
really rather good. The pretty
beach at Vela Luka Bay is a
two-minute stroll away, and
there’s a sauna for sweating
out last night’s intake. Jump
on a bike to town or retreat
to your colourful room to
snooze on the balmy terrace.
dorisanddicky.com

€130

HOTEL PODSTINE, HVAR

Forget celeb-spotting in
packed Hvar town. Where you
want to be when things heat
up is five minutes down the
road, on the private beach at
this charming boutique resort,
slurping a green smoothie
from the juice bar. After a dip
in the crystalline water, rinse
off in your marble bathroom
and get ready for risotto with
cuttlefish ink, savoured
beneath palm, pine and lemon
trees on the sea-view
terraces. podstine.com

ITALY
€60

B&B ANTICO MONDO, PUGLIA

This 19th-century white
stucco B&B sits on the coast at
Polignano a Mare, a textbook
Puglian seaside town where
stone buildings teeter on cliffs
above aquamarine water. The
atmosphere hovers around
the 1950s — and the price,
pleasingly, hovers around the
€60 mark. Rooms have
polished flagstone floors and
a mix of antique and modern
furniture. Breakfast is freshly
baked ricotta tart on the
rooftop terrace. For diversion,
zip around town on a rented
bike, snag a spot on the
white-pebble beach, catch
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a boat to the sea caves or join
the Thursday cooking class.
bebanticomondo.com

€101

HOTEL ALBARUJA, SARDINIA

To blend in with the
impossibly tanned Italians on
the cactus-fringed beach at
Costa Rei, a stone’s throw
from this smart three-star in
southern Sardinia, stand in
the turquoise shallows,
studiously ignore the yachts
bobbing on the horizon and
put the world to rights.
Turning a bit pink? Bag one of
the poolside cabanas,
surrounded by pots that spill
over with flowers.
justsardinia.co.uk

€160

CANNE BIANCHE, PUGLIA

You might consider steering
clear of the red wine at this
55-room beach-house resort,
on the sand between Brindisi
and Bari. It’s just not worth
the spill risk: everything is
white, from the weathered
stone and bleached timber to
the chic rooms and elegant
lounge. Anyway, a crisp glass
of white will go nicely with
the heaving antipasti buffet.
For €160 a night, you
wouldn’t expect gardens this
lush, a seafront pool so long
or a spa so gorgeous.
www.cannebianche.com

€150

I PRETTI RESORT, SICILY

Sicilian beach hotels aren’t
known for their sophisticated
decor, but I Pretti, on
Favignana, the biggest of the
Egadi Islands, is an exception.
Rooms in the 200-year-old
stone building are Scandi
chic, some with wrought-iron
beds, others with fourposters, all leading out to a
peaceful courtyard of palms
and olive trees. You can take
to the roof terrace for
sweeping views of the marine
reserve spreading towards
Levanzo, cycle to a handful of
paradise beaches, visit nearby
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Favignana village or hop on a
boat to picnic in hidden coves.
sawdays.co.uk

€140 VALLE DELL’ERICA, SARDINIA
This pine-forested beach
resort near Santa Teresa
Gallura, in northern Sardinia,
has nearly a mile of coast
wrapping round its succession
of rocky bays, with a large
white-sand beach at your
disposal. So there’s plenty of
space to find your own little
spot for gawping at the view
across the iridescent waters
of the Bonifacio International
Marine Park to the Maddalena
archipelago, with the
limestone cliffs of Corsica
behind. Sailing’s a popular
pastime here, but stick around
the resort for the thalasso spa,
four pools, pitch and putt,
kids’ club, seven restaurants,
luxurious rooms and live
music in the evenings.
Half-board, minimum seven
nights; delphinahotels.co.uk

€160

CAPRI SUITE, CAPRI

The Capri Suite is a small
hipster hotel in a converted
17th-century monastery,
with a huge salon, a sunken
garden and whitewashed
interiors offset by bold yellow
and blue patterned textiles
and funky design touches. It’s
not what you’d expect to find
in historic Anacapri — and the
price is even more surprising.
Something this trendy could
cost twice as much on this
glitzy island. Check out the
boutiques and restaurants on
the Piazzetta, 10 minutes
away by bus, then pick up one
of the zigzag paths that snake
down to some of the best
beaches on the island.
booking.com

FRANCE
€84 HOTEL LA SOLENZARA,
CORSICA

There’s a certain rhythm to
life at this converted 18thcentury Genoese palace,
north of Porto Vecchio. Drift
from your elegant room to
breakfast on the terrace,
snooze by the infinity pool
overlooking the sea, pad
down the path to the sandy
beach, then repeat. Mix things
up with a massage in the
hammam, yoga or beach
volleyball; then it’s drinks
before dinner and a dance in
the beachside beer garden.
justcorsica.co.uk

€105

CAVENDISH HOTEL, CANNES

You don’t have to be a
celebrity to get free drinks in
Cannes. Between 6pm and
9pm at this swish seafront
hotel, it’s aperitif hour, and
the stately red and gold salon
has an open bar. If there’s a
better incentive to whizz five
minutes back from the beach,
hurtle up to your spotless
room in the 1920s lift and
dress for cocktails, we’d like
to hear it. The grand belle
époque building is a 10minute walk from La
Croisette, and they’re as
generous at breakfast as they
are in the evening.
cavendish-cannes.com

€150

LA BELLE AURORE,
SAINTE-MAXIME

The town of Sainte-Maxime
had its heyday in the 1920s,
and this charming hotel on
the rocks above the Gulf of
St Tropez was designed to
meet the needs of the
aristocrats of the day. It has
a private beach for secluded
sun worshipping, bright, airy
rooms, a fabulous terrace for
cocktail hour and a chic
lounge with sofas to languish
on at teatime. St Tropez is
suitably close (15 minutes by
boat), the refined restaurant
is exactly what its original
guests would have expected,
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and the modern infinity
pool is better than anything
they could have dreamt of.
Room-only;
chateauxhotels.co.uk

ILE ROUSSE, BANDOL

€186

The Côte d’Azur is too
crowded, you say? Well,
how does not one but two
private beaches sound? Ile
Rousse, a five-star resort
between Toulon and Cassis,
offers this double whammy,
along with a thalassotherapy
spa, an infinity pool, a finedining restaurant (plump for
the just-caught langoustines),
luxury rooms and superb
views across the Bay of
Renécros. The picturesque
calanques and the harbour at
Cassis are roughly half an
hour’s drive away; or you
could stay put and work your
way through that inventive
cocktail menu.
Room-only; thalazur.fr

€199

HOTEL LES BERGERIES
DE PALOMBAGGIA, CORSICA

If you eat dinner on the
terrace, illuminated by
lanterns and candles, with
the soft green glow from the
infinity pool at your feet and
a glass of wine in hand, you’ll
quickly realise that this
converted bastide (fortified
village) is a special place, on a
hill, surrounded by forest and
gardens, and the rustic
bedrooms have private
terraces. No excuse
for boredom: you can lounge
by the pool, juice your own
oranges at breakfast or pootle
round the coast in a kayak.
The highlight? The pale sands
of Corsica’s best beach,
Palombaggia, lie just below.
Room-only; hotel-palombaggia.
com/en

SPAIN
GRAN CLAUSTRE,
COSTA DORADA

€89
h
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The nuns who inhabited this
former convent and cloister
in the 18th century might
be appalled at the ungodly
physical indulgences available
to modern residents — there’s
a luscious spa, a lane pool
and a rooftop hot tub. This
boutique hotel in the medieval
town of Altafulla is a gorgeous
contrast of ancient hallways,
terracotta tiles, wood beams
and modern design. It’s next
door to a 17th-century castle,
a 15-minute walk from the
beach and about 20 minutes’
drive from Tarragona; the
bouillabaisse in the restaurant
is the best you will taste.
Room-only; granclaustre.com

€105

HOSTAL SA RASCASSA,
COSTA BRAVA

Oscar and Merche are a
clever couple. They knew that
the seafood dishes at their
restaurant in Begur were so
tasty that people would go
there, gorge themselves, then
want to stay the night. So
they added five neat rooms for
precisely that purpose. Now,
before dinner in a courtyard,
the trees threaded with fairy
lights, you can splash about
in the perfect cove out front,
read quietly to a soundtrack
of birds rustling and waves
breaking on the shoreline, or
hike up the coastal path to the
bigger beaches nearby. Then
it’s three courses, coffee,
petits fours and dessert wine,
followed by rolling into bed.
hostalsarascassa.com

€140

AMARE MARBELLA BEACH
HOTEL, COSTA DEL SOL

artists. The old town is five
minutes away and the beach is
directly in front, with a call
button on each lounger —
press it and, within a minute,
someone will be over to take
your order. Overdone it the
night before? Breakfast is
served at any hour, poolside.
amarehotels.com

€151

HOSTAL EMPURIES,
COSTA BRAVA

No doubt the archaeologists
for whom this beachfront
boarding house was built in
1907 would be bemused by
the cubic glass, metal and
concrete eco-hotel it’s been
transformed into today.
Yet it’s a fantastic blend of
old and new, with stylish
interiors, a library, yoga
classes and a modern spa.
Portixol beach slopes gently
away from the restaurant
terrace, with waters calm
enough for paddleboarding.
Room-only; i-escape.com

€129

CAP VERMELL, MALLORCA

A dozen bright rooms, a
sprawling sun terrace, a wide
golden beach: there’s no need
to fight for a place in the sun
at this refurbished boutique
hotel. If you’re looking to
escape the heat, you’ve plenty
of options, too: the cool
polished lounge, a bean bag
in the chillout area or your
private balcony. Dinner is
lobster from the hotel’s own
nursery, but make it snappy
— the one spot you might
need to fight for is the hot tub
after dark, to watch the moon
rising over the waves.
booking.com

Away from the banging tunes,
bubbles and beach babes that
is Marbella, this adults-only
spa hotel is a welcome refuge.
It’s modest yet sleek, with
simple, cool rooms, a luxe
pool and loungers, curated
playlists for different areas,
bikes to borrow and
communal spaces filled with
contemporary works by local
i
h ld
i fi
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...and let’s not forget Turkey
Despite recent attacks in
Istanbul and Ankara, the
Department of Foreign Affairs
has not advised against travel
to Turkey’s most popular
tourist destinations. Still keen
to visit? Here are three spots
to consider:
D-Resort Grand Azur
Marmaris is a five-star retreat
at Icmeler, with a giant spa,
private beach and four
restaurants (doubles
from €95, B&B;
dresortgrandazur.com.tr).

At Bordubet, on the west
coast, the Golden Key is a
boutique beach club with a
Swallows and Amazons vibe.
Expect rustic rooms inside,
and creeks, birds and pine
trees outside (doubles from
€150, B&B; bordubet.com.tr).
Dionysos Hotel, on the
Bozburun Peninsula, is a
collection of stone and timber
villas on the hillside with great
sea and mountain views
(doubles from €172;
dionysoshotel.com.tr).

,
Dine out
Marbella hotel in
Corfu has 10
restaurants and
bars — and at
least as many
activities
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The prices given are for a
double room in May.
Unless stated, they
include breakfast
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Immerse
yourself
It’s Marbs, but
not as you know
it, at the refined
Amare Marbella
Beach Hotel, top.
Left, just the four
pools at Valle
dell’Erica,
Sardinia; at the
Hotel Albaruja,
above right, pots
spill over with
flowers; left,
Ammos Hotel
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