
Airfares sting as leisure travel back
FLIGHT OF FARES

One-way fares from Chennai for 
travel on August 13 (in ?)
> Mum bai 8,000 - 9,600
> Delhi 9,500 - 10,000

I > Bengaluru 6,000- 9,000
> Madurai 9,000 - 10,000
> Tuticorin 8,000- 10,200 I
> Kochi
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> Jaipur 9,500- 10,000 \

merous hotel reservat ions forLikely To 
Remain High 

In August
T imes News Network

Chennai: Domestic leisure 
travel is bouncing back and a 
high demand for seats has 
pushed up the airfares from 
Chennai to metro cities and 
small towns for travel during 
the extended Independence 
Day weekend.

The one-wav airfares to
\s

most of the domestic destina
tions is edging closer to 
GO,000 for travel on Friday 
evening and on Saturday 
morning. People get a mini 
vacation for three days be
cause Independence Day is 
on Monday.

airfares to Mumbai is in 
the range of ?8,000-?9,000, Del
hi is ?9,500-G0,000, Bengaluru 
is ^6,000-̂ 9,000. The fares to 
Madurai and Tuticorin have 
crossed G0.000 mark.

The fares are likely to re
main high throughout Au
gust which sees the begin
ning of festive holidays with 
Raksha Bandhan, Krishna 
Jayanti and Ganesh Chatur- 
thi. In a bid to keep up the mo
mentum of travel, airlines

have started to offer dis
counts next month.

Nishant Pitti, co-founder, 
EaseMyTrip, said, “For the 
long Raksha Bandhan-Inde- 
pendence Day weekend, Ea
seMyTrip is observing a high 
forward booking trend. The 
bookings have increased by 
400o-500o. The top locations 
include Goa, Rajasthan, Hi
machal Pradesh. Coorg and 
Kerala, thanks to the mon
soon. This is resulting in nu

weekend trips.”
Reservation trends for 

August on Booking.com 
show people preferred desti
nations like Lonavala near 
Mumbai and Kochi for lei
sure: Tirupati, Shirdi and 
Rishikesh for religious visits, 
Jaipur, Udaipur and Agra for 
heritage trips; Puducherry 
Goa and Puri for beach expe
rience. Ooty, Kodaikanal and 
Munnar featured as the most 
booked hill stations.

Sriharan Balan of Madu
rai Travels said flights and 
hotels are full at all domestic 
tourist destinations for the 
coming long weekend. 
“Those planning their trips 
at the last minute are facing 
an issue. The demand is too 
high and the supply of seats is 
low,” he said.

Foreign travellers, espe
cially from southeast Asian

countries, who have started 
to arrive, are finding it tough 
to get good fares and room tar
iffs in India. With the minis
try deciding to lift the cap on 
airfaress, fares may become 
competitive in the coming 
months as airlines may re
sort to a price war like in the 
pre-pandemic days.

“We are looking forward 
to seeing fare cuts. The lifting 
of the fare cap will be good be
cause new carriers are com
ing in and it will lead to com
petition which can stabilise 
the fare,” he added.

The demand for domestic 
leisure travel is also high be
cause international routes 
continue to be expensive.

“The market will see a 
jump of more than 60°o in 
bookings for these long week
ends,” said Himank Tripathi. 
an industry veteran in the 
hospitality and tech space.


