
Langham offers central location
and old-world charm

TRAVEL

Booking site makes last-
minute search for
accommodation simple

CITY BREAKS are often
impromptu—whether
it’s a last-minute getaway
with the girls, an arts trip

with the family or a mad dash
shopping trip for somemust-have
item you cannot get in your own
backyard (like those elusive Nikes
you can only get in Auckland or
Wellington).

Heading to a conference at
Auckland University of Technology,
I was keen to find something close
and reasonably priced, but at the
same time wasn’t keen on slumming
it. Unfortunately, even though I had
known about the conference for
somewhile, being busy at work and
with family, booking
accommodation kept slippingmy
mind. Then suddenly the conference
was looming in a couple of weeks
and I had nowhere to stay.

“You will be lucky to find
anywhere”, “You will have to shell
out a fortune being so late” were the
not-so-encouraging comments of
friends.

I am not a newbie to Auckland,
but having no sense of direction and
an even worse memory, I was

struggling to think of
accommodation options that might
suit near the venue.

Someone suggested I try
booking.com— it has 1127 property
options in Auckland alone, and 5921
across New Zealand.

I often get frustrated in search
engines, but this comprehensive
website and app was super-easy to
navigate. Both make it really easy to
compare the prices, availability and
quality of different
accommodations.

Booking.com has a wide and
diverse variety of accommodations
including hotels, apartments, lodges,
holiday homes, and even campsites
— the latter twowould be handy for
me booking family trips, I made a
mental note.

For the purposes of this weekend
I first included apartments as well as
hotels, but I was able to find such
reasonable rates in hotel rooms that
I thought a little bit of service luxury
wouldn’t go amiss when I was giving
my brain a workout at the
conference.

I put in the dates first so I could
compare everything, and then I
found it simple to filter my search to
find exactly what I was looking for.

It is helpful that you can define
whether you are travelling for work
or pleasure as it can personalise
your results. For example, if you are

travelling for work you can select to
be put in a quiet room so it is easier
to get work done.

It was fairly easy to narrow down
my search to accommodation
available onmy dates that was
within walking distance to the
conference. I was also able to weigh
up different room options within the
hotel, with click through photos of
the rooms.

In the end I opted for The
Langhamwhich is undergoing a
renovation that will be completed
later in the year. If you do change
your mind on a room you can book
accommodation or alter pre-made
bookings anywhere and on any
device.

I like The Langham’s location at
the top of Queen St, whichmade it
an easy downhill walk to AUT, and it
is also within easy walking distance
of shops, cafes and food at nearby
High St.

From themoment you are
greeted by the doorman and enter
the elegant foyer with its glittering
chandelier, the service at The
Langham is impeccable with the
upmost attention to deal. One of my
favourite hangouts is the Palm Court
where, when the conference had
finished, I sat writing onmy laptop,
sipping tea and people-watching.
The court also serves the signature
LanghamWedgewood high tea.
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''The service at
the Langham is
impeccable with
the upmost
attention to deal.''

The roomwas everything
promised on the site— it had been
described as “designed for the
discerning business traveller”.

Like the rest of The Langham, it
oozed old-world charmwith its
handcarved wood furnishings and
pastel decor. It was an ideal oasis to

work and relax. The beds were
delightfully comfortable.

The Langham also has an array of
tempting pampering treatments at
the Chuan Spa and I have already
pencilled dates to come back to
Auckland when the hotel has
completed its renovation.
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The executive
room at The
Langham.
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Entrance to
The Langham
Hotel,
Auckland.
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