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PRAYERS and a firework display 
will be part of the Diwali festivi-
ties at the BAPS Swaminarayan 
temple in Neasden, north Lon-
don, next Wednesday (11).

Visitors can offer prayers for 
Chopda Pujan at the assembly 
hall from 6pm-7.30pm. A half 
hour fireworks display kicks off 
at 8.30 pm at Gibbons Park, be-
hind the Swaminarayan School. 

A special Diwali Day bus serv-
ice from Neasden station to the 
temple will operate every 15 
minutes from 3.55pm-5.30pm, 
when it will increase to every 
12 minutes until 7.20pm. It will 
then be suspended until after 
the fireworks display has ended. 

DIWALI celebrations will take place 
in Edgeware, north London, next 
Saturday (14), when the Broadwalk 
Centre invites shoppers and resi-
dents to enjoy the festival of lights.

This is the third year the centre 
has teamed up with the SAI School 
of Harrow to host the festivities, 
which will take place outside Costa 
Coffee between 1pm and 3pm. 

Visitors can do workshops on 
making Rangoli. There will also be 
dance performances from children 
at the SAI School of Harrow.  

Angela Brooks, centre manager 
of The Broadwalk Centre, said: “We 
are proud to be at the heart of such 
a multi-cultural town…and look 
forward to welcoming our shop-
pers to enjoy the range of events.”

Fireworks for BAPS Diwali at Broadwalk

Early 
start to 
festival

By IMRAN CHOUDHURY

DIWALI celebrations were 
held at the heart of Lon-
don’s financial services in 
an inaugural event at-
tended by 100 guests.

Lord Mayor of the city of 
London, Alan Yarrow, cele-
brated the Hindu fesitval 
with the traditional light-
ing of a diya (lamp) at 
Mansion House in London.

The Lord Mayor, who 
represents City businesses, 
praised the contribution of 
Hindu, Sikh and Jain em-
ployees in the Square Mile, 
adding that while Hindus 
made up 1 per cent of the 
UK population, they ac-
counted for 9 per cent of 
the City’s workforce.

He also highlighted that 
in a report by international 
recruitment firm Astbury 
Marsden in 2012 showed 
that from an ethnic diver-
sity perspective, the City is 
more diverse than the UK 
as a whole.

“We are delighted that 
Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and 
people of all other religions 
come to the City, roll their 
sleeves up and do well.

“The Square Mile is one 
of the few genuine meri-
tocracies in the world, and 

it part of what makes us 
such a successful place.

He added: “It is a fantas-
tic occasion to hold the in-
augural Diwali celebration 
in the heart of the Square 
Mile at the Mansion House. 
The Hindu community 
brings so much to the fab-
ric, energy and competi-
tiveness of the Square Mile, 
so it is great to be able to 
mark their contribution 
with this celebration.”

As part of his programme 
of overseas visits repre-
senting the City, the Lord 
Mayor went to India in De-
cember 2014, taking with 
him a wide range of firms 
from the Square Mile.

“It is really important for 
both the UK and India that 
we do all we can to cement 
what is already a very 
strong business relation-
ship. India invest more into 
the UK that it does into the 
rest of Europe combined.”

Common councilman 
and chairman of commu-
nity and children’s services 
for the City of London Cor-
poration, Dhruv Patel said: 
“I am delighted that the 
Lord Mayor has held this 
very special celebration of 
Diwali at the Mansion 
House for the first time.”

LONDON’S MANSION 
HOUSE HOSTS DIWALI

CITY GLOW: Lord Mayor 
Yarrow lights the diya and 
joins Dhruv Patel (below)


