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‘Marjorie’ in town for breast care
BY FIONA BLICK

If you are a woman in the Yarrawonga area
from the age of 40 upwards there are no excuses for delaying your next, or even first,
breast screen.
The bright pink van known as ‘Marjorie’
arrived with the news the Mobile Screening
Service has plenty of available appointments.
Marjorie will provide free breast screens to
women until Wednesday, September 14 and is
conveniently located at the car park of Ritchies Supa IGA.
BreastScreen Victoria CEO Vicki Pridmore
said the van’s visit makes it easy for women in
and around Yarrawonga to take advantage of
the free service.
“A breast screen once every two years could
be life-saving and Yarrawonga women should
make the most of the available appointments
and book now,” said Ms Pridmore.
“One in eight women will be diagnosed
with breast cancer in their lifetime, and early
detection with a breast screen offers women
the best chance of successful treatment and
recovery.”
Breast Screen Radiographer Paula Law- Breast Screen Radiographer Paula Lawrence is ready and waiting to scan women in the local area.

Bob Parr retires

Bob Parr has retired after an excellent Local Government career which will allow more time for continued excellence in sporting environments.

BY ROBERT MUIR
After 44 and 1/2 years in Local Government,
Federation Council’s planning manager Bob
Parr retired last week.
“Having been in Local Government for
44 and 1/2 years, I’ve obviously enjoyed the
work,” he told the Yarrawonga Chronicle.
“It’s been an avenue for helping and facilitating the ratepayers of the shire.”
Formally recognised for his outstanding
work in emergency situations, Mr Parr commenced his career in Broken Hill, the town in
which both he and his wife, Louise, the library
team leader in the Corowa Civic Centre, were
born and bred.
After 17 years with Broken Hill Shire Council, Mr Parr worked at Holbrook where he
spent 11 years then moved in 1999 to Corowa
to head up the planning and environment department, taking over from Greg Arkinstall.
“When Bob came onto Corowa council he
fitted in brilliantly,” former long-time president of Corowa Shire Council, Gary Poidevin
OAM, told the Yarrawonga Chronicle.
“His previous experience in the country
council of Holbrook paved the way for him to
step in and move forward.
“He’s done an excellent job in a field at a
difficult time in planning, with the State Government legislation amending building planning. Bob had to come across that and adapt
it to our shire.”
Complete reviews of Corowa Shire’s Local
Environmental Plans, zonings for the various
uses and being the main council spokesperson
on such matters have been part of the Director Planning and Environmental’s job.
Federation Council’s Interim General
Manager and former Corowa Shire General
Manager Chris Gillard, said Mr Parr “always
worked hard in a difficult, complex and controversial field”.
“It is a difficult role for our planning, building and health staff to protect the community’s

interest, with varying aims of what individuals
want to do,” Mr Gillard said.
“Bob’s always performed his job with due
care and consideration, bearing in mind State
Government legislation which he or applicants may have disagreed with or faced hurdles.
“Many people have often wanted something which has been different. Bob’s always
handled his job in a most professional manner,
meeting and discussing matters with applicants and senior organisation representatives
over a long time.”
Mr Gillard also referred to the substantial
extra hours, beyond the call of duty, which
has been undertaken by Mr Parr. He cited the
examples a few years ago of the parachuting
mishap and the massive tornado damage in
Kyffin’s Reserve and Denison County Caravan Park to accommodation, vehicles and
trees.
“Not only is he a star golfer,” council’s
health and building surveyor Chris Nevins
said of 63-year-old Bob.
“He was Broken Hill Golf Club champion, Holbrook champion, won the Broken
Hill Medal for Baseball, was an elite squash
player who would give you two sets start in
the matches of five sets and he was a South
Australian representative baseballer!
“As a boss he was very respectful and encouraged frank and fearless discussion. Overall, a very good boss who displayed outstanding leadership qualities.”
Bob said all of his 44 and 1/2 years were
spent in the same field.
“To see developments and growth throughout the shires, especially throughout what was
Corowa Shire in my 17 years here and to be
actively involved from council’s point of view,
has been very satisfying,” he said.
“I’ve enjoyed working with fellow council
staff and made many friends outside the office.
I wish Federation Council all the best with the
amalgamation.”

rence said she has a personal reason to promote regular breast checkups.
“I was born in the UK and was recruited by
Queensland Health in 2008,” Paula said.
“I have always wanted to specialise from
general radiology and when my sister was diagnosed with breast cancer this was the impetus for me to pursue this line of work.
“My sister died of breast cancer when she
was only 48.
“Unfortunately in the UK they don’t regularly screen until women are 50 but here in
Australia you can be screened free of charge
from the age of 40; if my sister had that test
her cancer would have been picked up sooner
and the end result could have been very different.”
Many Yarrawonga women already priori-

tise their two-yearly breast screen and make
appointments but Paula said they also accept
walk-ins where “if you see the bus and think
you should be checked, just come in”.
The latest BreastScreen Victoria participation data from 2013-2015 shows close to 57
per cent of local women aged 50 to 69 screen
regularly, above the state average of 54 per
cent.
However, 575 Yarrawonga women from this
age group did not attend the Mobile Screening Service when Marjorie was last in town in
2014.
Breast screens are free, take 10 minutes and
are always done by a woman.
Appointments can be made online at
breastscreen.org.au or by calling 13 20 50.
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Ask us about our complimentary
hearing test and 7-day hearing aid trial.
Call our new Yarrawonga clinic on 5744 1786
to make an appointment.
17 Belmore Street
Yarrawonga

